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VIEW,  &c. 


Our  Fathers  in  forming  the  Federal  Constitution  entered 
into  a  [guilty  compromise  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and 
heavily  is  their  sin  now  visited  upon  their  children.  13y  that 
instrument,  the  continuance  of  the  African  slave-trade  was 
guaranteed  for  twenty  years  ; — a  larger  proportional  repre- 
sentation in  Congress,  and  a  larger  vote  in  the  election  of  the 
Executive,  was  accorded  to  the  slave-holding,  than  to  the 
other  States  : — the  power  of  the  nation  was  pledged  to  keep 
the  slave  in  subjection  ;  and  should  he  ever  (?scape  from  his 
fetters,  his  master  was  autliorized  to  pursue  and  to  seize 
him,  in  any  and  every  of  the  sovereign  States,  composing 
our  wide-spn^ad  confederacy. 

We  are  not  about  to  exhibit  the  corruptiuL;  innuence  of 
this  compact  on  the  relii^nous  sympathies  and  sentiments  of 
our  countrymen,  in  regard  to  slavery ;  nor  is  it  our  present 
purpose  to  trace  the  retributive  justice  of  Heaven  in  that 
recklessness  of  human  life,  and  in  that  contempt  of  human 
and  divine  obligation><,  wliich  are  hurrying  on  the  slave 
States  to  anarchy  an<l  barbarism  ;  or  in  the  eagerness  so 
generally  exhibited  by  our  northern  ])(»liticians  and  mer- 
chants, to  barter  the  constitutional  rights  of  themselves  and 
their  fellow-citizens,  for  the  votes  and  the  trade  of  the  South.* 

We  propos?  simply  to  take  a  view  of  the  action  of  the  Fed- 


Boforc  this  language  is  condcmnc  fl  ns  harsh  and  cxasiroratfd,  \vc  beg 
iho  reader  to  recall  some  of  the  proniiiicnt  events  of  the  last  few  years,  con- 
nected wiiii  ihis  subject: — the  Lynch  clubs  and  cruel  inflictions  of  the 
S«)Mtii.  —  the  sa<kinz  «>f  the  Charli'ston  poit-ofTice,  —  the  wholesale  and  un- 
j)iinished  murders  at  Vicksburg,  —  and  the  frequent  burnings  alive  of  negroes, 
and  in  particular,  of  Mcintosh,  taken  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  from  the 
prison,  chained  to  a  tree,  and  consumed  by  a  slow  tire —  and  the  advice  of 
Judge  Lawless  to  the  grand  jury,  not  to  notice  the  diabolical  atrocity,  because 
it  was  in  (act,  the  act  of  the  community  !  As  to  the  North,  we  point  in  our 
justification,  to  the  innumerable  mobs  excited  by  politicians,  against  the 
tricnds  ot  emancipation, —  the  various  attempts  made  by  the  state  authori- 
tic-j  to  propitiate  the  South,  by  a  surrender  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  of 
the  press,  —  to  the  zeal  of  the  merchants  in  our  seaports,  in  gcttmg  up  anti- 
abolition  meetings,  —  to  the  conflagration  of  Pennsylvania  Hall,  aiWl  to  the 
marfyrdi)tn  ot  Lovejoy.  In  truth,  our  whole  land  is  strewed  with  monuments 
of  the  wickedness  and  tyranny  of  slavery  —  monuments,  which  declare  in  no 
doubtful  language,  that  our  great  national  sin  is  not  unheeded  by  Him,  to 
wbora  vengeance  belongeth. 
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eral  Government  in  bclialf  of  slaven%  —  a  subject  tliat  haa 
yet  been  but  partially  invej^tigateil ;  and  ^vc  flatter  ourselves, 
that  in  the  course  of  our  incjuines,  we  shall  develope  facts, 
which,  with  some  at  least  of  our  readers,  will  possess  the 
merit  of  novelty.  These  facts  for  the  most  }>art,  derive  their 
origin  from 

The  Federal  Tiatio  of  RErRESEVTATiON. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  members  of  the  Lower 
House  of  C()n<rross  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  free  inhabit- 
ants of  the  States  they  represent,  except  that  in  each  State, 
three-fifths  of  the  slave  population  shall  be  for  this  purpose 
considered  as  free  inhabitants.  In  other  words,  every  five 
slaves  are  to  be  coimted  as  three  white  persons.  For  ex- 
ample, if  by  law  every  G0,000  free  inhabitants  may  elect  a 
representative,  a  district  containing  4o,000  whites  and  25,- 
000  slaves,  becomes  by  i\\Q  federal  ratio  entitled  to  a  mem- 
ber. This  stii)ulation  in  the  Constitution  has  from  the  be- 
trinning  given  the  slaveholders  an  undue  weight  in  the  na- 
tional councils.  A  few  instances  will  illustrate  its  practical 
effect.*     The  whole  number  of  the  House  of  Uepresenta- 

NoTE  nr  J.  C.  Jacksok. 

*  At  the  lime  .Judge  .lay  published  hi-*  latent  edition  of  the  "  View,"  the  re- 
lative position  of  the  North  nnd  South  in  Cnn-n-ss  \va.*  dilV.>rrnt  from  what  it 
is  now.  We  think  it  h.«st  to  let  \\\otc.rt  ^lan.l  »-*  it  i«,  nnd  insert  in  the  form 
of  a  note  the  nkoralions  whirh  the  la-t  census  nnd  the  D{)pOitionmcnt  law  of 
1841,  render  it  necessary  to  make. 

The  whole  numher  f.f  R.-pr-  '     <'  -~5.     Of  these,  the 

House  rontnins  223,  sent  from  - .   -i y  hetween  ill.-  North 

and  the  South.  At  the  la<t  census,  the  slaveholdins,'  States  had  a  free  pop- 
ulation of  4.740, 4J7,  and  a  representation  in  the  llout^e  uiulcr  the  new  law 
of  88  memljcrs;  while  the  free  Slates  with  a  population  of  IJ.S.^j,.^?!  have 
only  13.3  members  in  the  House.  One  n^-pre.-^entativo  i-  allowed  to  70,GUO 
inhabitants,  and  in  cases  when  the  fraction  exceeds  38,000,  in  a  State,  it 
d'-aws  an  additional  member.  By  this  operation,  Ilhode  Island,  South  Car- 
olina, Alabama,  Tennessee,  India'na,  and  Illinois,  each  pain  a  member. 

Were  the  slaves  not  enumerated,  the  slave  States  would  have  but  07  mem- 
bers ;  their  number  of  slave  Representatives  is  therefore  21.  If  FREE  popu- 
lation were  the  basis  of  rejirescntation  in  the  Federal  Government,  as  it  is  in 
the  majority  of  the  States,  the  slave  States  would  have 

In  the  Senate,  13  members. 

In  the  House,  ^''^ 

Electoral  votes  for  President,  80 

They  have        In  the  Senate,  20  members. 

In  the  House,  88 

Electoral  votes  for  President,  114 

The  operation  of  this  principle  is  seen  in  the  cstirnate  below  : 

Ohio  with  a  population  of  l,519,4Gj,  has  21  members;  while  Vir^nia 
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lives  is  at  present  242 ;  sent  from  26  States.  Of  tlieso,  the 
followiiii^  are  shicc  States,  viz  :  —  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
t^inia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas.  These  States  with  a  free  population  of  o,yiJo,3b9, 
liave  100  menihers  ;  while  thci  /rtY-  Stales  with  a  free  ]>opu- 
lation  nearly  chnihle,  viz.  7,00.'i,4ol,  have  only  1 12  inond)ers. 
One  representative  is  at  present  allowed  to  17,700  inhahit- 
ants.  Now  were  the  slaves  omitted  in  tho  (Munneratitni,  the 
slave  Stales  would  have  onlv  7.3  mcmbt^rs.  Hence  it  fi)llows, 
tliat  at  tho  present  moment,  the  slaveholdiiiix  interest  has  a 
representation  of  T\V'KNTy-FlVK  inemlntrs  in  ddditian  to 
the  fair  and  equal  representation  of  the  free  inhabitants. 
There  is  certainlv  no  t^ood  reason  whv  the  owners  of  human 
cliattclr^,  should  l)y  the  fundamental  law  of  a  IlvjftfUic,  have 
gi'eator  privile'^es  awardeii  to  them  tluin  to  the  holders  of 
any  other  kind  of  property  what(*ver.  JJut  such  is  the  com- 
pact ;  we  seek  not  to  change  or  violate  it,  but  only  to  explain 
Its  operation. 

Kach  State  has  as  many  votes  for  President  a^^  it  has  mem- 
bers <if  Congress.  The  rule  of  representation  in  the  Lower 
House  has  already  been  explained  ;  in  the  Senate  it  is  differ- 
ent :  and  car/i  State,  whati'ver  be  its  populati<m,  has  two 
Senators,  and  no  more.  The  free  po])nlation  of  the  slave 
States,  as  alreatly  slated,  is  //^///'that  of  the  others  ;  but  their 
num/fcr  being  etjual,  their  represenlalion  in  the  Senate  is  also 
Cipial. 

If  free  population  were  tho  principle  of  representation  in 
tho  Federal  Ciovermnent,  il^  it  is  with  scarcely  an  exception 
in  all  the  States,  the  slave  States  wouhl  have 

In  the  Senate,  13  members. 

In  the  House,  75 

Electoral  votes  for  President,  88 

They  ^larc  In  the  Senate,  26  members. 

In  the  House,  100 


Electoral  votes  for  President,  120 

with  a  free  white  population  of  723,059,  less  than  half  of  that  of  Ohio,  has 
15  mombiMs;  when  on  the  principle  of  equal  repirsenlation  she  would  ho 
entitled  to  hut  10  members.  IVnrisylvania  has  2fj  electoral  voles  ;  while 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabamn,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Kentucky, 
with  a  free  population  of  only  203,032  more  than  Tennsylvania,  have  52 
electoral  votes. 


INFLUENCE    IN    CONGRESS. 


Here  wc  find  the  secret  of  the  power  of  tlie  Soutli,  and  of 
tho  obsequiousness  of  the  North,  Ohio,  with  a  ])opuhilion 
of  917,000,  has  19  members;  while  V^irginia,  witli  a  free 
population  of  200,000,  less,  has  two  memben>  more.  Take 
another  examplt^  Pennsylvania  has  30  electoral  votes  ;  the 
States  of  South  Carolina,  (Jeoriria,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Kentucky,  with  n\\  ags^re^aU-  free  pojnilation 
of  189,791  less  than  Pcnnsvlvania,  have  .03  electoral  votes! 

It  cannot  be  supposed   that  this  vast  and  most  unequal 
representation  and  conse(|ucnt  political  power,  will  be  nn- 
cmjjloyed  by  its  possessoi-s.     On  the  contrary,  the  slavehold- 
ers in  Compress  have  uniformly  succeculed  in  etfectincr  their 
objects,  when  united  amoni^  themselves.     In  1836,  this  slave 
power  in  Conq^ress  was  adroitly  turned  to  pecuniary  profit. 
The  Surplus  llcv^nue  remainincr  in  the  Treasury  on  tho  1st 
of  January,  1837,  was  to  be  dislril>uted,  and  the  rule  of  dis- 
tribution became  a  (jucstion.     Tlie  income,  it  is  true,  had 
been  derived  chiefly  from  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the 
North;  but  the  South  insisted,  and  with  her  usual  success, 
that  instead  of  dividinrr  the  money  according  to  ])opulalion, 
it  should  be  apportioned  among  the  States  according  to  their 
electoral  votes.    By  this  rule,  the  slave  States,  notwithstanding 
their  inferiority  in  population,  would  share  alike  witli  the 
free,  so  far  as  regarded  the  number  of  their  Senators  ;  and 
with  regard  to  their  representatives,  they  would  secure  an 
apportionment  of  money  on  account  of  three-fifths  of  their 
two  millions  of  slaves. 

The  sum  allotted  by  this  gross  and  monstrous  rule  to  the 
States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,   Alabama,   Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  an<l  Kentucky,  was  SG,754,oSS ;  while  IVnnsyl- 
vania  with  a  free  population  lars^er  than  that  of  all  these  six 
States  together,  was  to  receive  only  83,823,353  ;  so  that  in 
fact  the  slaveholders  of  these  States  received  man  for  man, 
just  about  twice  as  as  many  dollars  from  the  national  Treas- 
ury, as  the  hardworking  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  !     Now  as 
the  free  States  have  a  numerical  majority  of  members,  it  is 
important  to  investigate  the  sources  of  the  slaveholdin(; 
INFLUENCE  LN  CoNGRESs.     Tliosc  may  be  regarded  as  three- 
fold ;  first,  their  anxiety  to  protect  and  perpetuate  slavery, 
renders  the  southern  members  united  in  whatever  measures 
they  consider  important  for  this  purpose,  while  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  North,  having  no  common  bond  of  unif)n, 
arc  divided  in  opinion  and  effort.     Secondly,  a  slave  State 
having  more  votes  to  bestow  on  a  presidential  candidate,  and 
more  members  in  Congress  to  support  or  o])pose  the  admin- 
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istration  than  a  free  State  of  equal  white  population,  is  of 
course  of  prreater  consequence  in  the  estimation  of  politi- 
cians ;  and  hence  arises  an  inlluence  reaching  to  evei'y  mea- 
sure, and  wcii^hinc:  upon  every  question.  The  peculiar 
character  of  tlie  southern  gentlemen,  together  with  their  ob- 
servation of  llie  servility  of  the  northern  politicians,  have  in- 
duced them  to  resort,  and  witli  great  success,  to  intimida- 
tion as  a  third  means  of  influence. 

Tlic  jiractice  adopted  by  the  slaveholders  of  threatening 
on  all  occasions  to  dissolve  the  Union,  unless  they  arc  per- 
mitted to  govern  it,  has  been  too  long  and  hrmly  established 
to  need  ilJustratiou.  We  will  at  present  merely  give  a  few 
recent  instances  of  outraceous  menaces ;  and  to  justify  what 
we  have  said  of  the  sei-vility  of  northern  jioliticians,  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  obsen'c,  that  these  menaces  were  unrcbuked. 

On  the  ISth  of  April,  ISno,  a  petition  against  the  contin- 
uance of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  presented 
to  the  n«»usc  of  Representatives,  when  Mr.  Si'kkjiit  of 
•North  Carolina  declared  in  his  place,  that  **  he  had  great  re- 
spect for  the  chair  as  an  officer  of  the  House,  and  a  great 
respect  for  him  jx^rsonally,  and  fin(//ifi^  hut  that  rcsprct  pro- 
vented  him  from  rushing  to  the  table  and  tcar'nii^  tliat  •pct'iiUm 
to  jncccsy  Of  course  it  was  to  be  understood,  that  the  order 
of  the  house  and  the  rights  of  northern  petitioners  were  re- 
spected not  from  any  constitutional  oblicralions,  but  solely 
because  the  speaker,  himself  a  slaveholder,  was  acceptable 
to  southern  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Hammond  of  South  Carolina,  the  same  session,  in  a 
speech,  used  tlie  following  language  :  "  I  warn  the  abolition- 
ists, ignorant,  iufatuated  barbarians  as  they  are,  that  if  chance 
shall  throw  any  of  them  into  our  hands,  he  may  expect  a 
fdoji's  (hath.'' 

Mr.  LrMPKiN  remarked  in  the  Senate,  (January,  1S38,) 
**  If  abolitionists  went  to  Georgia,  they  would  be  caught :" 
and  Mr.  Preston  declared  in  the  same  debate  —  "Let  an 
abolitionist  come  within  the  borders  of  South  Carolina,  if  we 
can  catch  him,  we  will  try  him,  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
interference  of  all  the  governments  on  earth,  including  the 
Federal  Government,  we  will  HANG  him." 

It  seems  probable  from  these  declarations  that  abolition- 
ists, in  their  southern  travels,  will  meet  with  "  barbarians" 
quite  as  "  ijrnorant  and  infatuated"  as  themselves  ;  and  also, 
that  should  members  of  Con ci^'ess,  by  their  votes,  imprudent- 
ly identify  themselves  with  abolitionists,  and  afterwards  enter 
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the  slave  region,  they  nmiii  not  coniplaiii  of  not  having  been 
explicitly  warned  that  the  gibbet  was  to  K*  their  fate. 

Such  are  the  sources  of  the  slaveliohlinir  influence  in  Con- 
gress. The  following  pages  will  exhibit  many  of  the  results 
of  tlii.s  influence,  and  the  first  to  wliicli  the  reader's  atl4.'nlion 
is  called,  is 

The  Obsequiousness  of  tiik  Puesidential  Candidates. 

As  slaveholders  are  ready  to  hang  abolitionists  when  they 
can  *'  catch"  them,  it  i  >  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  wiU 
elect  any  of  the  proscribed  sect,  President  of  tlie  United 
States.  Of  coui-se,  it  becomes  inij)oitant  for  such  gcnileineu 
as  aspire  to  that  honor,  tliat  tlieir  idetis  on  the  subject  of  hu- 
man rights,  shouhl  be  adajjteil  to  the  meridian  of  the  slave 
region. 

Previous  to  the  last  presidential  canviL«s,  Mr.  A'an  Bluen 
l>eing  a  candidate,  thought  it  prudent  to  write  a  letter  for 
publication,  containing  the  following  jjassagc  :  —  "I  prefer 
tliat  not  only  you,  but  all  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
.shall  now  un<lerstand,  that  if  the  desire  of  that  portion  of 
tJiom  which  is  favorable  to  my  election  to  the  chief  magis- 
tracy should  be  gratified,  I  must  go  into  the  presidential 
chair  the  injlcj-'ihle  and  unco)n promising  opponent  of  any  at- 
tempt on  the  j)art  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  against  the  ivishcs  nf  the  slavcfuddinu 
Statesr 

Mr.  White  was  a  rival  candidate,  and  deemed  it  e\i>edi- 
ent  to  give  his  j)ledge  also,  wliich  he  did  in  those  terms:  — 
"  I  do  not  believe  Con^-ress  has  tlie  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and  if  that  body  did  possess  the 
power,  I  think  tlie  exercise  of  it  would  be  the  venj  icorst 
jtoliry.  Holding  these  opinions,  I  would  act  on  them  in  any 
situation  in  which  I  could  be  placed,  and  for  both  reasons 
would,  if  called  on  to  act,  withhold  my  asscjit  to  any  hill  huv- 
ifig  in  view  suck  an  object.^' 

Geneiiai,  Harkison,  a  third  candidate,  also  as  we  have 
understood,  \\  rote  his  letter,  but  not  having  it  before  us  can- 
not quote  it.  We  presume,  however,  it  was  thought  suffi- 
cient, since  an  address  in  his  l^ehalf  from  his  political  friends 
in  Virginia,  assured  the  public  that  *'  he  w  sou7id  to  the  core 
rm  iJic  suhjtct  of  slavery.''^ 

Mr.  Webster,  the  fourth  and  last  candidate,  had  many 
years  before  fully  committed  himself  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District.  He  gave  no  pled"-e, 
and  rocoived  no  vote  from  any  slave  State. 
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IlaNing  thus  seen  the  extent  of  the  slavehokling  power  in 
Congress,  and  in  some  dci^ice,  its  influence  over  political 
parti/ans,  we  are  prepared  to  investijj^ate  its  direct  action  in 
protcctini^  and  perj)etuatinii  the  institution  of  slaveiy  in  the 
(Jnited  States.  Tlie  IViends  of  that  institution  liave  always 
looked  with  distru.-^l  an»l  alarm  upon  the  fiee  cuktred  people, 
and  have  deemed  it  i;ood  policy  to  treat  them  with  icrnoniiny, 
and  to  ])revent  their  acquisition  of  power  and  iulluence  : 
Hence  the 

ErFOKT.S    OF    THE    FedEUAL    GoVEUNMEN T    to     ori'UESS    AND 
PEGRAIJE    THE    FuEE    PllOFLE    OF    CoEOU. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  acknowledges  no 
n<j;ht  or  disqualification  founded  on  comple\i(jn  ;  but  those 
who  liave  administered  it,  have  made  thi-  tincture  of  tlic  slii/i, 
of  far  greater  importance  than  the  (qualities  of  either  the 
head  or  tlie  heart.  So  early  as  1700,  Congres.s  j)assed  an 
act  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  "  any  alien  being  a  WHrn: 
person,"  miijdit  be  naturalized  and  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
an  American  citizen. 

Two  years  after,  an  act  was  passed  for  organizing  the  mi- 
litia, which  was  to  consist  of  "  each  and  every  free,  able- 
bodied  WHITE  male  citizen,"  tVc.  No  other  government  on 
earth  prohibits  any  portion  of  its  citizens  from  participating 
in  the  national  defence  ;  and  this  strange  and  degrading  ])Vo- 
hibition,  utterly  repugnant  to  the  principles  both  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independenci;  and  of  the  Constitution,  marks  the 
solicitude  of  the  Federal  CJovernmi'Ut  to  pursue  the  policy 
most  agri'cable  to  the  slaveholders.  J  hit  not  content  with 
tliis  insult  to  cohn-ed  citizens,  another,  and  perhaps  a  still 
more  wanton  and  malignant  one,  was  offered  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  act  of  1810,  organizing  the  Post  Oflice  Depart- 
ment. Tlie  4th  Section  enacts  that  "  no  other  than  a  free 
WHITE  pei-son  shall  be  employed  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the 
United  States,  either  as  a  post-rider  or  fJrIrcr  of  a  carriage 
carrying  the  mail,"  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars. 

Ally  vagabond  from  Europe,  any  fugitive  from  our  own 
prisons,  may  take  charge  of  the  United  States  mail ;  but  a 
native  bom  American  citizen,  of  unimpeachable  morals,  and 
with  property  acquired  by  honest  industry,  may  not,  if  his 
s/./;i  be  dark,\guide  the  horses  which  draw  the  carriage  in 
which  a  bag  of  newspapers  is  deposited  ! 

Such  are  the  insults  heaped  by  the  Federal  Government 
on  the  colored  citizens  throughout  the  States  :  let  us  see  what 
conduct  it  pursues  towards  them  on  its  own  territory,  over 
which  it  possesses  "  exclusive  jurisdiction." 
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In  1820,  Conjjress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  white 
citizens  of  tlie  City  of  Wasljington  to  elect  white  city  offi- 
cers ;  thus  nifikini^  a  white  sJdn  an  in(lispen>able  (|ualification 
for  both  sulfniire  and  office.     The  irhite  officers  thus  elected 
by  the  white  citizens,  were  specially  empowered  by  the  Na- 
tional Loi^M.slature  "  to  prescribe  the  tenns  and  conditions  on 
which  //Tc  nesrroes  and  mulnttnrs  may  reside  in  the  citv."     In 
pursuance  of  this  errant  of  j)ower,  the  white  officers  passed 
iin  ordinance  (May  31,  1827,)  requirinir  all  the  free  colored 
persons  then  in  ^\'ashi^J^n  and  wishini;  to  remain,  to  be 
retristered  ;  and  enacting,  that  if  any  free  man  with  a  colored 
skin  should  presume  to  play  at  ranis,  or  even  to  be  present 
while  another  free  colored  person  was  j)layinir,  ^le  shotdd  be 
fined  not  cxceedinc^  five  d«)llars ;  that  if  he  should  liave  a 
d/mce  in  his  house,  without  pennission  from  the  white  Mayor, 
lie  should  be  fined  not  cxceedini^  tendollai-s;  that  should  ho 
lake  the  liberty  to  go  out  of  his  own  house  after  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  without  a   nass  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or 
"some  respectable  citizen,"  (!)  he  miirht  be  compelled  to 
])ass  the  rest  of  the  night  "  in  a  lock-up-house,"  and  the  next 
inorning  be  fined  ten  tlollars  ;  and  should  any  dark  comjdex- 
ioned  free  man  be  guilty  of  drunkenness  or   profane  lan- 
guage, he  should  be  fined  not  exceeding  three  dollai-s.  Thus 
we  sec  with  what  zeal  the  M'ashinrrton  Corporation  endea- 
vors to  prevent  the  colored  citizens  from  affecting  the  man- 
ners and  fashions  of  their  white  brethren.     Jhit  there  are 
still  more  serious  matters.     A  colored  citizen  from  any  of 
the  States,  taking  up  his  residence  in  the  Capital  of  the  "Re- 
public, is  rc(|uired  within  a  certain  time,  not  only  to  be  re- 
gistered, but  also  tr»  find  two  frcehnhl  .Kureties  m  the  penalty 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  his   rrood   behavior  ;    and   if  he 
docs  not,  he  is  to  be  imprisoned  till  he  consents  to  leave  the 
seat  of  the  Federal  (lovernmont;   and  if  he  does  not  prove 
that  he  is  a  freeman,  he  shall  hv  sold  as  a  slave  to   pny  lis 
jail  fees  !  / 

Such  are  the  abominable  and  iniquitous  means  used  by 
and  with  the  sanction  of  Congress,  for  the  degradation  and 
oppression  of  colored  citizens.    We  are  next  to  take  a  view  of 

Slavery  under  the  authoritv  of   the  Federal  Gov- 

r.UN.MENT. 

It  is  well  known  that  Concrress  is  the  local  legislature  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  all  the  territories  belonging 
to  the  Union,  and  with  powers  far  exceeding  those  ])ossessed 
by  any  State  Legislature,  being  unfettered  with  constitutional 
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vcstrictions.  The  authority  vested  in  Conc^'css  over  the 
District  aiul  t«'rritories,  is  virtually  despotic,  bcini^  an  "ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatsoever."  Yet  we  have 
hni'j;  had  slaveholding  territories.  'J'he  vast  domain  acijuir- 
ed  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  has,  under  the  authority 
of  Compress,  l)een  stocked  with  slaves,  except in«^  so  much 
as  is  nortli  of  3S.J  decrees  north  latitude,  which  is,  by  act  of 
Conirre.ss,  specially  protected  from  the  pollution.  This  very 
law  is  one  of  the  most  ])r()lliirate  and  decided  acts  of  the 
Federal  Government  in  behalf  of  slavery  ;  f«>r  by  means  of 
it,  the  immense  territt)rv  south  of  tliis  line  was  delii)erately 
Kurrendcred  to  all  the  cruidtied  and  Hbominalunis  ot  the  sys- 
tem ;  it  was  more»)ver  an  express  ackn«»wledtrcnient  by  the 
(Jovcnnnent  of  its  power  to  prohibit  slavery  throughout  the 
tr//o/t' territory,  and  that  it  had  made  a  comiho.misk,  a  bar- 
train  between  humanitv  and  cruelty,  reliqion  and  Nvicked- 
n«;ss  ;  and  had  erected  on  an  arbitrary  Ime,  a  partition  wall 
between  slavery  and  liberty. 

But  it  is  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  under  the  .sliadow 
of  the  })roud  Capitol,  that  the  action  of  the  i'Vderal  (lovern- 
ment  in  behalf  of  slavery,  is  exhibited  in  its  nutst  odious  and 
dis«r,istini,'  forms.  A\'e  shall  have  occasion  pre.sently  to  ex- 
hibit th('  seat  of  the  National  ( iovernment,  as  the  ir peat  slave 
mart  of  the  North  American  Continent,  "  funiished  with  all 
a))j)liances  and  means  to  boi)t."  The  (.Id  slave  laws  of  Vir- 
•rinia  and  Maryland,  marUe<l  l<y  the  barbarity  of  other  days, 
form  by  Act  of  C'ont^ress,  the  slavi^  code  of  the  District.  (Ji 
Lliis  code,  a  sincrlc  sample  will  suflice.  A  .slave  crmvicted  of 
settinix  fn"e  to  a  bulldiiiLr,  shall  have  his  head  cut  oil',  and  his 
body  divided  into  quarters,  and  the  parts  set  up  in  the  most 
l)ublic  places  !  l^ut  let  it  not  \x}  supp(Ksed  that  Congress 
lias  not  it.'Jelf  lej^islated  directly  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
An  Act  of  I'nh  Slay,  1820,  gives  the  Cor])oration  of  AVash- 
in<j:t()ii,  power  to  *'  punish  c<)rj)oreally  any  slave  for  a  breach 
of  any  of  their  ordinances."  Ha})py  woul<l  it  have  been  for 
the  honor  of  our  country,  if  the  sym])alhies  (A'  its  rulers  in 
behalf  of  .slavery,  had  been  exhibited  only  on  the  national 
domain  ;  but  they  })ervade  every  portion  of  the  confederacy, 
as  is  but  too  apparent  in 

The  interkerknce  of  the  Federal  Government  for 

THE    RECOVERY    OF    FUGITIVE    SLAVES. 

The  federal  constitution  contains  the  following   clause  : 
"  No  person  held  to  senice  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of 
any  law  or  regulation  therein  bo  discharged  from  such  ser- 
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vice  or  labor,  ])ut  shall  be  delivered  upon  claim  of  the  paily 
to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

At  the  time  this  constitution  was  adopted,  the  cultivation 
and  m.inufaclure  of  cotton  had  not  so  far  progressed,  as  to 
j)araly/.c  l)y  their  protits,  the  conscience  of  the  nation,  or  to 
divest  it  of  the  sense  of  shame ;  and  hence  this  clause  al- 
tliouifh  relating  to  slaves,  forbears  to  name  them.  Is  was 
inserted  to  satisfy  the  South ;  and  its  obvious  meaning  is, 
that  Slaves  escapini^  into  States  in  which  slavery  is  abolished 
by  law,  shall  not  t/icrrfinc  be  deemed  free  by  the  Slate  au- 
thorities, but  shall  be  delivered  by  tlu»se  authorities,  to  liis 
master.  This  clause  imposes  an  obligation  on  the  States, 
but  confers  no  power  on  Congress  ;  and  the  C«)nstitutiou 
moreover  declares,  thnt  "the  jmwers  not  deleijated' to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  jiroliibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reser\ed  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  tlio 
peojde."  Hence  it  follows  that  as  the  power  oi  recovering 
these  fugitives  is  not  ilelegated  to  Cod  ■  .  it  is  rcser>*ed  to 
the  several  States,  who  are  l>ound  to  make  such  laws  lus  may 
be  deemed  ])roj)cr,  to  authorize  the  master  to  recover  his 
slave.  Nevertheless,  \\m  Federal  (tovernment  in  its  zeal  for 
slavery,  ha-s  not  scrupled  to  a.'^sume  power  never  delegated 
to  it  and  has  exercised  that  power  in  gross  and  contemptu- 
ous violation  of  every  principle,  which  in  free  countries,  di- 
rects the  administration  of  justice.  If  a  \'irginian  enters 
New- York,  and  claims  as  his  projjerty  a  horse  whirh  he  finds 
in  the  possession  of  one  of  our  citizens,  an  impartial  jury  is 
selected  to  pass  on  his  claim,  —  witnesses  are  orally,  and 
publicly  examined,  —  the  claimant  is  debarred  from  all 
private  intercourse  with  the  jury,  —  he  may  not  be  alone 
with  them  for  a  moment,  nor  may  a  whisper  pass  between 
them  ;  and  when  the  trial  is  over,  the  jury  retire  to  deliber- 
ate on  their  verdict,  under  the  charge  of  an  officer,  who  is 
sworn  to  keep  them  apart,  and  not  to  suHer  any  j)erson  to 
speak  with  them  ;  nor  can  the  horse  be  at  last  recovered  but 
witli  the  unanimoiLs  consent  of  the  jurv.  l»ut  let  the  Vir- 
ginian claim,  not  the  horse,  but  the  CITIZEN  HIMSELF 
as  his  beast  of  burden,  and  the  Federal  Ciovernmcnt  makes 
all  things  easy  for  him.  By  the  A(?t  of  1793,  the  slaveholder 
may  himself  without  oath,  or  process  of  any  kind,  seize  his 
prey,  where  he  can  find  him,  and  at  his  leisure,  (for  no  time 
is  specified,)  drag  him  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace*  in 

*  In  New- York  the  Legislature  ha?'  interfered,  und  forbidden  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  to  act,  and  has  therefore  virtually  declared  the  Act  of  Congress  to 
he  unconstitutional,  —  and  that  the  power  of  prescribing  the  mode  in  which 
fugitives  shall  bo  restored,  belongs  oxclusively  to  the  tStates. 


RECorzuY  or  fi.oitives.  13 

ibo  place,  \vliom  he  may  prefer.  This  Justice  is  a  state 
ofVicer,  and  of  the  lowest  judicial  eradc,  and  under  no  Ic^al 
obliirntion  to  execute  an  Act  of  Cou'^ress,  and  entitled  to  no 
fees  for  his  services.  He  i-«  therefore  peculiarly  accessible 
to  im])ropcr  influences,  l^efore  this  magistrate,  who  is  not 
aiithorizetl  to  comptd  the  attendance  of  witnesses  in  such  a 
cjise,  the  slaveholder  brings  his  victim,  and  if  he  can  satisfy 
this  judge  of  his  ouii  choice,  '*  by  oral  testimony  or  ajfi davit,'' 
and  for  aught  that  appears  in  the  law,  by  his  own  oafh,  that 
Ids  claim  is  well  foundrd,  the  wretched  prisoner  is  surren- 
dered to  him  fis  a  slave  for  life,  torn  from  his  wife  and  <  hil- 
ilren,  ben'ft  of  all  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  converted  into 
a  chattel,  —  an  article  of  merchandisi',  —  a  beast  of  burden  !  ! 
The  Fedeml  Constitution  declares: — "  In  suits  at  com- 
mon law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  ttrm- 
tij  (/ofiars,  \]  ■  ht  of  TRfM,  nv  Jruv  shall  be  preserved  ;  but 
the  Act  of  1  /  .■  .,  in  suits  in  which  ''  tiie  value  in  controversy" 
excords  all  estimation,  disprn»;es  with  trial  by  jury,  and  in- 
deed with   almost    every  biiiegunrd   of  instire  and  personal 

liberty. 

This  law,  iin.piitous  a«  it  is,  does  not  require  State  oflicers 
to  antiripaff  the  pursuit  of  the  slaveholder,  and  to  seize  and 
imprison  their  fellow  men,  on  mere  suspicion  that  they  may 
be  claimeil  as  slaves.  What  tin*  Fediial  (Jovennnent  ihues 
not  do  in  the  Slates,  it  accomjdishes  on  its  own  exclusive 
ferriforv,  and  in  a  manner  whieh,  f«»r  atrocious  wickedness 
and  tyranny,  leaves  far  in  the  shade  the  vilest  acts  of  Euro- 
pean  (lesptltism.  This  is  indeed  strong  language  ;  but  alas  ! 
laniruage  is  too  feeble  ade<piately  to  represent  the  turpitude 
of  the  laws  and  juactices  sanctioned  by  the  Federal  (Jov- 
enmient,  in  the  District  undiT  its  •' exclusive  jurisdiction." 

l>v  the  Act  of  179:j,  a  Justice  can  take  no  step  for  the  re- 
storation of  a  fugitive  slave,  till  the  fact  of  his  being  one  is 
proved.before  him  on  oath.  Ihit  in  the  Metropolis  of  the 
Xution,  —  hi  the  city  called  by  the  name  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  a  Justice  of  the;  Peace  may  commit  to  the  Uni- 
ted Statks  Prison,  and  into  the  custody  of  the  United 
States  Marshal,  any  man  he  may  choose  to  suspect  of 
being  a  fugitive  slave.  Notice  is  then  given  in  the  newspa- 
pers of  the  commitment,  and  the  \mknown  owner  is  w'arned 
to  take  away  his  property,  or  it  will  be  sold  accordmg  to 
LAW,  to  pay  JAIL  FEES. 

After  the  doors  of  the  dungeon  have  closed  upon  the  vic- 
tim, no  magistrate,  no  crmrt,  no  jury  take  cognizance  of  his 
claims  to  freedom.     The  jailor  is  the  only  tribunal  to  which 
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he  can  appeal,  anJ  how  disifUcrrsfcd  a  tribunal  will  presently 
be  seen.  If  a  fifcman,  no  nnuster  can  of  coui-sc,  lawfully 
claim  him,  and  not  being  cluimetl,  he  is  sold  at  auction  to 
raise  money  to  pay  an  officer  of  the  Federal  Government  for 
the  tnjuble  and  expense  of  keeping  him  a  few  wn-ks  in 
prison.  What  civilized  government  of  the  old  world  prac- 
tices more  execrable  wickedness  ]• 

The  whole  depth  of  tliis  villany  is  not  yet  sounded.  The 
disclosures  we  are  now  about  makinij  should  make  overyear 
to  tingle  and  every  lieart  to  (juake.  No  doubt  it  will  occur 
to  many  that  if  a  free  man,  all  the  prisoner  has  to  do,  to  ob- 
tain his  liberation,  is  to  prove  his  freedom.  Prove  his  fiee- 
doin  while  locketl  up  in  his  coll!  Where  is  his  c{)unsen 
—  where  his  process  for  commanding  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses ]  whore  the  court  sittincf  in  open  dav  to  invesliixate 
his  right  to  freedom  1  where  the  jury  to  j)ass  upon  his  case  ] 
The  marshal,  or  his  deputy  the  jailor,  is  the  oidy  luiman 
being,  except  his  ftdlow-victims,  to  whom  he  can  tell  his  talc. 
The  marshal  is  the  judge,  and  the  sole  judge  of  his  prisoner's 
titlt!  to  freedom.  Jle  is  t)ie  arbiter  of  happiness  and  mi.sery, 
of  liberty  and  bondage  :  he  opens  the  door  of  the  «lungeon, 
and  at  his  sovereiufn  will  bids  his  caj>tive  go  foilh  to  enjoy 
the  rights  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  rational,  accountable,  and 
immortal  being,  or  conducts  him  to  the  human  shambles 
erected  in  the  city  of  W'ashintjfon,  and  there  s<:lls  him  under 
the  hammer  as  a  slavf:  for  life.  Compared  with  this  tre- 
mendous jurisdiction,  the  j>owers  vested  in  the  liin-hest  judi- 
cial otlicer  in  our  country  dwindle  into  insign  <  e.  And 
should  xuch  a  judge  be  disinterested  ?  The  very  question  is 
shocking  to  our  every  idea  of  justice.  Disintererfted  !  — 
Screened  from  the  public  eye  —  accountable  only  to  tliat 
Being  who  sccth  in  secret  —  declaring  his  judgment  in  the 
recesses  of  the  prison,  he  should  of  all  men  be  most  exempt 
from  human  passion  and  infirmity.  Yrt  to  this  jffdi^c  the  law 
offers  a  h/'srh  and  tempting  }>ril)e  to  sell  vifn  he  hn(rns  to  he 
JreCy  and  thus  in  hccomc  a  manufacturer  of  slaves.     "Will  this 


*  Not  as  an  apology  for  K\\\i  cxprc«?ion,  but  as  a  roasori  why  the  writer 
feels  moro  sensibly  than  perhaps  many  Dthers  on  this  subject,  he  thinks  pro- 
per to  mention  that  a  fiee  colored  m:»n  belonging  to  his  neigliborh(»od  in 
^Vestchest^T  Ctwinly,  N.  Y.,  on  going  to  Wa&hinglon  some  y«-ars  since,  was 
there  legally  kidnapped,  and  advertised  by  the  marshal  to  be  sold  to  pay  hit 
jail  fees.  A  Washington  paper  containing  the  advertisement  providentially 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  citizen  of  the  Comity  who  knew  the  man.  A  public 
meeting  was  called,  and  the  Governor  of  the  State,  De  Witt  Clinton,  at  their 
reqtiest,  demanded  from  the  President  his  immediate  release  os  a  citizen  of 
New-York. 
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sttitcment  bo  crc<litecl  ?  It  cannot,  aiul  ought  not  to  be, 
without  lull  and  unequivocal  proot",  and  to  that  proof  we  now 
appeal ;  premising  tor  tlie  better  understanding  of  our  proof, 
that  the  niai*>ihal  is  recpiired  to  maintain  the  suspected  fugi- 
tives while  in  his  custody  and  is  entitled  to  fees  for  receiving 
them,  (Sec,  and  if  unreclaimed  has  no  means  of  procuring 
})aymcnt  of  his  expenses  and  fees  but  from  the  proceeds  ot* 
tiic  sale  of  his  prisoners  ;  and  further,  that  the  ichoh  of  those 
proceeds  aro  pennilted  by  law  to  remain  in  his  pocket,  un- 
less (iftcr  the  sale  the  master  should  be  disci)vered,  and 
should  claim  tlu;  btdance. 

On  the  11th  January,  lb:^V,  the  committee  on  the  Distiict 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred  by  the 
House  of  Kepresenlatives,  reported  that  '*  in  this  District,  as 
in  all  the  slaveholding  Status  in  the  Union,  the  legal  pre- 
sumptiiMi  is,  that  persons  of  color  going  at  large  without 
any  evidences  of  their  freedom,  arc  absconding  slaves,  and 
j)rima  facie,  liable  to  all  the  legal  provisions  aj)plicablc  to 
that  class  of  persons."  They  stale  that  in  the  part  of  the 
District  ceded  by  Virginia,  a  frke  Nr.(;Ro  may  jje  arrested 
and  put  in  jail  for  three  months  on  suspicion  of  being  a  fugi- 
ti\i'  ;  ho  is  then  to  be  hire«l  out  to  pay  his  jail  Jics ;  and  if 
he  dcn'S  not  prove  his  freedom  within  twelve  months,  is  to 
be  sold  Jis  a  ?lave.  This  statement  is  followed  by  the  re- 
mark, "  the  committee  do  not  consider  any  alteration  of  the 
law  in  the  (bounty  of  iVlexandria  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
necessary  !"  In  the  CouiUy  of  Washington,  ceded  by  Ma- 
rylan<l,  they  inform  us,  "If  a^'/re  man  of  color  should  bo 
a])})reli(>Ti,h'.l  ;'.s  ri  runaway,  he  is  subjected  to  the  payment 
ufall^'  /a/^  given  by  law  for  ai>prehcnding  runa- 

ways ;  and  upon  failure  to  make  such  payment,  is  liable  to 
be  sold  as  a  slave."  That  is,  a  man  arknowedgcd  to  he  fne, 
and  muiccusetl  o(  any  ollence,  is  to  be  sold  as  a  filauc  to  pay 
tho  "fees  and  rewards  given  by  law  for  apprehending  run- 
aw<n/s."  If  Turkish  despcjtism  is  disgraced  by  any  enact- 
ment of  ecpial  atrocity,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  fact.  Even 
the  conmiittee  thought  this  law  rather  hard,  and  therefore 
they  "  recommended  such  an  alteratirni  of  it  as  would  make 
such  charges  payable  by  the  Corporation  of  A\  ashington."* 
But  the  Federal  Covernnicnt,  unwavering  in  its  devotion  to 
slavery,  made  no  alteration,  and  the  code  of  Washington  is 
to  this  day  polluted  by  unquestionably  the  most  iniquitous 
statute  in  Christendom.  Laws  are  sometimes  more  profli- 
gate than  those  who  are  called  to  administer  them,  and  the 

•See  Reports  of  Committeeo^ 'i  Scss.  19  Cong.  Vol.  I.  No.  43. 
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rommittco  assure  us  tliat  the  Marshal  has  in  all  rases  re- 
frained from  scllint^  liis  prisoners  for  fees  anil  c)iari;es,  when 
their  rit^htrf  lo  free<l(jni  lias  l»een  astahlislied  ;  and  in  conse- 
<|uence  of  not  availini^  himself  of  the  privileci^e  allowed  liini 
by  this  law,  he  liad  incurred,  in  the  last  eii,dit  years,  a  per- 
sonal loss  of  ^5^500  !  In  other  words,  the  Marshal's  sen?e  of 
justice,  decency,  and  humanity,  exceeded  that  of  the  rulers 
of  our  Hejiuhlic. 

On  the  2iH\\  of  January,  l'^29,  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columhia  made  a  report  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  House  of  Representatives,  **  to  in<|uire  into  the 
.ilave  trade  as  it  exists  in  and  is  canned  on  through  the  Dis- 
tnct."  The  Report  proposes  no  interference  on  the  jnirt  of 
Congress,  but  is  virtually  an  apolo'^y  for  this  vile  traffic,  as 
is  apparent  from  the  fjllowing  licartless  sentiments  and  false 
assertions. 

*'  The  tra<le  alluded  to,  is  j^resumed  to  refer  more  j>artic- 
idarly  lo  that  which  is  carried  (m  with  tlie  view  of  trnnsport- 
ing  slaves  to  the  South,  which  is  one  way  of  gnulually  dimin- 
ishing the  ovil  complained  of  here  ;  while  the  situation  of 
these  persons  is  considerably  mitiirated  by  being  trans])lant- 
cd  to  a  more  genial  and  bountiful  clime.  Althouirh  violence 
m.ay  sometimes  be  done  to  their  feelini^s  in  the  sej>aration  of 
families,  it  is  by  the  laws  of  society  which  opemte  upon  them 
as  property,  and  cannot  be  avoided  as  long  as  they  exist ; 
yet  it  should  be  some  consolation  to  those  whose  frclings  aro 
interested  in  their  behalf,  to  know  that  f/trlr  cmuhtion  is  iiurrc 
J'rv(jifCJitb/  hc/frnd,  and  their  rninds  happier  In/  the  ejehaimey^ 

To  this  report  is  appended  a  letter  (January  13,  1JS29,) 
from  the  Marshal  to  the  committee,  containing  most  imj>ort- 
ant  and  heart-rending  statements.  It  appears  from  this  let- 
ter, that  from  the  1st  January,  J  ^26,  to  1st  January,  1828, 
there  were  committed  to  the  A\^ashington  jnison  as  runa- 
ways, 101. 

Proved  to  be  free,  and  discharged,  15 

Unclaimed,  and  sold  for  maintenance,  and  charges 

and  fees,  5 

Proved  to  be  slaves,  and  delivered  to  their  masters,  81 

loT 

In  1828 — Committed  as  nmaways,  78. 

Proved  to  be  free,  11 

VTnclaimed,  or  sold  for  jail  fees,  etc.  1 

Delivered  to  their  masters,  66 

78 


•  Rcpurts  of  Commiuees,  2  SesB.  20  Cong.  No.  GO. 
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lloiti  then  is  proof,  officitil  documcntaiy  proof,  that  in 
three  years,  17'J  human  l^cinirs  were,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government,  anehteil  in  one  county  oi'  the  Distri«t, 
and  committed  to  prison  on  no  allegation  of  crime,  but  mere- 
ly to  aid  the  slaveholdei 8  in  trampling  upon  those  great  prin- 
cipled of  human  rights,  for  the  protection  of  which  the  Na- 
tional (lovernment  was  pr  dly  foundid.  It  is  also  in 
proof  that  of  thenc  179  j)risoners,  26  were,  by  the  confession 
of  the  Marshal,  Jh'C  men  ;  men  whom  {'oa  appears  from  the 
report  we  have  ipioteil,)  he  had  a  IvL'dl  rii^ht  to  consij^n  to 
hopeless  and  awl'ul  bonda(;o,  merely  because  they  were  too 
p«)or  to  pay  the  «.'x;  '  unjust  imprisonment ;  and 
who  '  '  1  iui  ujoir  iiOi  rty.  not  to  the  laws  and  con- 
hlltuiuHi  iJi  Liu  ii  lountry,  but  to  the  ben<;ht:ence  of  their 
jailor —  a  Ix  noliccucc  loo,  exercised  at  his  own  pecuniary 
loss.  I'rool"  also  is  hen 
as  slaves,  wor.     liv  the  j 


«ri \  ••II 


Counsel,  wilii 
the  purpose  of  i 
hhall  pn'<«*nflv  ^> 
ced  t 

ticulars  ot  tht 
vi/  :  Si 


or  fi 


'I  * 


]  ho  M 


-  Amount  o! 
<  lor  salo 

beini;  v\  liiwifj  to 


that  six  persons  unclainjod 
<»f  this  sr.TTic  iriilov,  without 
•d  to  1  laves  for 

whole  of  which,  as  we 
t<»fhe  jud'40  who  pronoun 
>  in  his  letter  the  par- 
)f  the  five  uiiciaimed  negroes,  as  fjUows, 
etc.  £S4  8?^ 

•  law,  and  no  per  on 
le  waa  purchased  by 
r       h  Uii  !,   for  that  sum,  and 

.    \v:n»ls  -'lu  oy  luiu  Lu  icuuert  Bown  for  $20,  by 
uiucii  the  Marshal  lost, 

//     vr///  GreciT  sold  fnr 
Maintenance,  etc. 

IJalanro  rcmaininir  in  Mai'shal's  bands, 

Li ms  JJaiis  sold  for 
Amount  of  fees,  etc. 

Balance  remainifig  in  Mai^shal's  hands, 

J<i7firs  Grcm  sold  for 
Fees  and  maintenance, 

Balance  remaining  in  Marshal's  hands, 

Arthur  Ncal  sold  for  amount  of  his  jail 'fees  and 

maintenance,  to  the  Marshal,  being  34G  QO 

JSold  afterwards  by  private  sale  to  J.  G.  Hutton  for       40  00 

Lost  by  Mp.rshal,  3O6  06 


64 

8^ 

$61 
48 

00 
71 

$12 

t^ 

$250 
50 

00 
07 

*199 

9;i 

$80,00 
49  66 

$30 

34 
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The  letter  conchules  thus  :  *'  The  Marslial  has  always  con- 
Bidercd  it  to  be  his  duly  wlionever  a  negro  was  coiimiilted 
ns  a  runaway  1)V  a  Jusliie  of  the  Peace,  who  in  all  cases 
under  the  law  commits  tluni,  which  negn>  had  not  m  h;s 
possession  proof  of  his  freedom,  but  allein'd  liinuelf  to  be  a 
freeman,  to  write  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  to  pei*sons 
who  the  negro  aftirmed  could  prove  his  fnedom,  urqint; 
them  to  send  on  their  certificates  of  such  neirro  heini^  free  ; 
and  in  many  instance.-*,  these  letters  of  the  Marshal  or  his 
jailor  have  been  the  means  of  brini^nij  proof  that  the  negro 

was  free. 

*'  The  law  of  Maryland  in  force  in  tiiis  Dislricl,  liirucls 
that  the  balance  of  sales  of  nrgroes  (sold  as  runaways)  shall 
rrmrihi  in  the  MarshaVs  kiimls  until  the  runaway  was  identi- 
fied as  tlio  property  of  some  mastt-r  ;  an«l  in  conformity  there- 
to, the  Marshal  has  unifonnly  handeil  over  such  balance 
whenever  the  nia>l«r  proved  his  property.  In  a  late  case, 
Mr.  S})rigg  of  Louisiana,  h)St  a  valuable  slave,  who  escaped 
from  him,  and  made  his  way  to  this  District,  and  was  com- 
mitted to  my  custody,  advertised  and  sold,  acc<»rding  to  law  ; 
leaving  a  balance  of ///r  hundred  dollars,  after  ])aying  main- 
tenance, etc.  in  my  hands.  The  negro  was  carried  to  Lou- 
isiana by  the  person  who  ])urchased  him  of  me,  discovered 
by  his  farmer  master,  Mr.  Spri<zg,  who  sent  on  here  and 
claimed  hisnioncy.  llavin^^  ascertained  that  this  negro  was 
the  property  of  Sir.  Sprig'.s  1  j)aid  tlu5  SoOU  on  demand  to 
his  agent  heVe,  Mr.  Josiah  Johnson,  Senator  of  Congress  from 
that  State.  Tench   riiM.ooi.i),  Marshal,  Dist.  Col." 

Such  are  the  secrets  of  the  prison-house,  established  by 
the  Federal  Government.  It  may  bo  well  to  contemplate 
thom  in  detail.  It  appears  from  the  cases  of  Si  and  Neal, 
that  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  after  deciding  on  tin; 
lil>erty  or  bondage  of  his  prisoners,  is  allowed  to  take  hi.s 
fees  in  human  llesh,  and  the  condemned  beccmies  xha  jtrojtcr- 
ty  of  the  very  Judge  who  sentenced  him  to  servitude,  and 
who  carries  him  into  the  market  there  to  make  out  of  lurn 
as  much  money  as  ho  can.  True  it  is,  Mr.  Kinggold's  spec- 
ulatitjns  appear  not  to  have  been  very  productive,  but  other 
jailor-judges  may  have  less  honesty,  or  more  skill  in  negro^ 
llesh.  The  ^Marshal  it  seems  sold  his  fees  in  the  shape  of 
Sr,  for  only  §20.  No  reason  is  assigned  for  this  nominal 
price.  Very  probably  it  was  a  case  similar  to  the  one  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Miner,  in  his  speech  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  1829.  "  In  August,  1S21,"  said  Mr. 
M.,  "  a  black  man  was  taken  up,  and  imprisoned  as  a  runa- 
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way.  IIo  Wci^H  kept  confined  until  October,  lb22,  four  liun- 
ilivd  and  five  days.  In  this  time,  vermin,  disease,  and  mise- 
ry had  deprived  him  t)t"tlie  use  liis  hmbs.  Ho  was  rendered 
a  crij)ple  fur  life,  and  finally  discharged  as  no  oiic  icuuUl  hiitf 

'JMie  Ilannali  and  James  Ureen  sold  for  fees,  were  most 
likely  man  and  wifi-,  and  may  remind  us  that  the  law  we  are 
consiilering  is  utterly  reckless  tif  the  niost  sacred  relations. 
The  proceeds  of  three  of  the  five  st)ld  in  lN:io-7,  after  dc- 
ductinij  ^iH'A,  ice.  is  ^'2.\ii,o(Jy  and  this  sum,  accordinsr  to  lav,, 
tlie  Marshal  retains  till  called  for;  hut  if  the  negroes  were 
free,  then,  there  being  no  claimant,  the  nmney  can  never  be 
called  fur,  and  becomes  the  perquisite  of  oflice,.and  the  in- 
come of  till?  Judge  of  roui*selhictuutes  according  to  the^num- 
ber  of  fn-emen  he  condemns  to  blaverv.  Thus  does  the  law 
literally  j)ress  upon  the  •Marshal  the  wattes  of  unrighteous- 
ness—  thus  docs  it  bribe  him  tt)  the  commission  of  wicked- 
ness. In  omr  instance,  the  receipts  of  a  single  condenma- 
tion  wore  S.OOU,  of  which  tlie  Marshal  was  deprived  only  by 
a  nn»st  tjxtraordinarv  accident. 

Ami  now  let  us  leview  the  comluct  of  the  l'\uleral  (iov- 
ermuent  towards  the  Irec  colored  citizen  of  anv  State,  who 
j)resumes  to  visit  the  city  of  Washington.  At  liu?  will  of  a 
Justice  of  the  Pi'ace  he  is  thrown  into  prison,  liis  jailor,  if 
lie  possesses  the  humanity  and  disinterestedness  of  iSh.  Jiing- 
gold  may,  if  he  pleases,  write  letters  to  distant  parts  of  the 
conlederacy,  although  he  knows  that  a  favorable  answerniay 
kei;p  sonn!  hundred  dollars  from  finding  their  way  into  his 
pocket.  If  no  such  answer  arrives,  without  any  evidence 
that  tiie  letter  of  in<|uiry  was  ever  received,  the  poor  wretch 
is  cond«'nnu'd  as  a  slave,  atid  the  ])riceof  his  hones  and  mus- 
cles is  paid  to  tlie  Judge  who  condemned  him. 

And  by  wiiom  is  this  accursed  law  ke{)t  in  force?.  By 
Nartlain  Itopresentatives  and  Senators  in  Congress.  On  the 
Slh  February,  1S36,  the  House  of  Representatives  resolved, 
that  •'  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere  in  an  if  way  with  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia,''  and  no  less  than  82  north- 
ern men  had  the  hardihood  to  record  their  names  in  favor  of 
the  resolution.  To  })lace  if  possible,  in  a  still  stronger  light, 
the  conduct  of  these  men,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  law 
we  have  been  considering,  belonged  to  the  code  of  Mary- 
land, at  the  time  the  District  was  ceded,  and  was  continued 
in  force  by  Act  of  Congress.  In  the  meantime,  the  Legis- 
latuix'  of  Maryland,  composed  of  slaveholders,  yielding  to 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  has  erased  this  foul  stain  from  her  stat- 
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ute-book,  while  our  northern  democrats  with  liberty  and 
equnlity  forever  on  their  lijis,  in  hope  of  getting  a  few  south- 
ern votes  for  their  paity,  discover  that  Congress  ought  not 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District,  although 
it  is  by  the  authority  of  Congress  thai  freemen  are  converted 
into  slaves. 

We  will  now  place  side  by  side,  two  advertisements,  one 
published  by  authority  of  Congress,  in  which  northern  men 
have  the  majority  ;  the  other  by  authority  of  llje  slave  State 
of  Maryland,  —  the  first  relating  to  a  woman  and  iiffant 
claimincj  to  be  free  the  other  to  a  man  confessino:  himself  a 

SLAVE. 

"Notice. — Was  committed  to  the  jail  of  Washington 
county.  District  f)f  Columbia,  as  a  runaway,  a  negro  woman, 
by  the  name  (jf  Polly  Lciper,  and  her  infant  child  William  ; 
she  is  five  feet  ft)ur  inches  high,  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  She  had  on  when  committed  *  ♦  •  ♦  Says  she 
was  Bet  free  Viy  John  Campbell,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  in  1S18 
or  1819.  The  owner  of  the  above-descriiied  icuman  and 
child,  if  any,  are  requested  to  come  aiid  prove  them,  and 
take  them  away,  or  they  will  be  sold  for  tmiwk  jmt.  fpfs 

AND    OTHER    EXPENSES    AS    THE    LAW    DIRECTS. 

Tencu  Ringgold,  Marshal.** 

May,  19,  1S27. 

**  Ranaway. — Was  committed  to  the  jail  of  Washington 
County,  Maryland,  on  the  24th  December  last,  a  mulatto 
man  v/ho  calls  himself  J<:^///i  McDanicl,  about  25  years  of  age. 

*  *  Says  he  helonga  to  William  Hill,  living  al  Falmouth, 
Va.,  and  was  sold  to  John  Daily,  living  somewhere  in  the 
South.  The  owner  of  the  said  slave  is  requested  to  com© 
and  take  him  away,  or  he  will  he  released  arcordivg  to  law. 

Christian  Newcomb,  Jun.,  Sheriff." 

December  10,  1827.* 

The  endeavors  of  the  Federal  Government  to  secure  the 
restoration  of  fugitive  slaves  to  their  masters,  is  not  confined 
either  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  to  the  States  of  this 
confederacy.  Even  American  diplomacy  must  be  made  sub- 
servient to  the  interests  of  the  slaveholders,  and  republican  am- 
bassadors must  bear  to  foreign  courts  the  wailings  of  our 
government  for  the  escape  of  human  propeily.  , 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1828,  the  House  of  Representatives 
requested  the  President  "  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
British  government  in  the  view  to  obtain   an  arrangement 

*  Both  adveitispments  are  taken  from  the  Washington  Intelligencer. 
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whereby  fugitive  slaves  who  have  taken  refuge  in  the  Cana- 
dian provinces  of  that  government,  may  be  surrendered  by 
the  functionaries  thereof  to  their  masters,  upon  making  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  their  ownership  of  said  slaves." 

Here  was  a  plain,  palpable  interference  in  behalf  of  slave- 
ry by  a  government  which  we  are  often  assured  by  the  slave- 
holders "  has  nothing  to  do  with  slavery  ;"  and  so  tame  and 
subservient  were  the  northern  members  that  this  disGcraceful 
resolution  was  adopted  without  even  a  division  of  the  House! 
At  the  next  session,  the  im[)ntienre  of  the  slaveholders  to 
know  if  Great  Britain  would  restore  their  slaves  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  Canada,  could  brook  no  longer  delay,  and 
the  House  called  on  the  {'resident  to  inform  them  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotialir)n.  The  President  immediately  sub- 
mitted a  mass  of  documents  to  the  House,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  zeal  of  the  Executive,  in  behalf  of  "the  pe- 
culiar institution,"  had  anticipated  the  wishes  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Two  years  before  the  interference  of  the  House, 
,  viz  :  on  the  19th  of  June,  1S2G,  Mr.  Clay,  Secretary  of  State, 
liad  instructed  Mr.  CJallalin,  Amciican  Minister,  in  London, 
to  propose  a  stipulation  for  '*  a  mutual  surrender  of  all  per- 
sons held  to  service  or  labor  under  the  laws  of  either  j»arty 
wh(j  escape  int<)  the  territories  of  the  other."  Mr.  Clay 
dwelt  on  the  number  of  fugitives  in  Canada,  and  desired 
Mr.  Gallatin  Ui  press  on  the  British  Government  the  consid- 
eration that  such  a  stipulation,  would  secure  to  the  ^Vest  In- 
dia planters  the  recover  if  of  such  of  their  slaves  as  vvirlit  take 
refui^e  in  the  Ajiierican  Republic  ! 

Surely  the  Federal  Government  was  never  intended  by 
its  founders  to  act  the  part  of  kidnapper  for  West  Lidia 
slaveholders. 

On  the  2lth  of  February,  1S27,  Mr.  Clay  again  urged  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  procure  this  stij)ulytion,  and  informed  him  that  a 
treaty  had  just  "been  concluded  with  Mexico,  by  ichich  that 
2)owcr  had  engai^cd  to  restore  our  runawai)  slaves* 

On  the  5th  July,  1827,  Mr.  Gallatin  communicated  to  his 
government  the  answer  of  the  British  Minister,  that  "  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  them  to  agree  to  a  stipulation  for  tho 
surrender  of  fugitive  slaves." 

Determined  not  to  take  no  for  an  answer,  Mr.  Clay  desi- 
red Mr.  Barbour,  our  then  Minister  in  England,  to  renew 
the  negotiation,  inasmuch  as  the  escape  of  slaves  into  Cana- 
da is  "  a  growing  evil;"  but  alas  !  Mr.  Barbour  replied  that 

*  Such  a  treaty  was  negotiated,  but  the  Mexican  Congress  refused  to  lai- 
ify  the  base  compact. 
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on  brnnrhinq;  the  subject  to  the  British  Minister,  he  had  in- 
formed him  "  ///c  /aw  of  ParliamPtit  i^arc  frccthwi  to  every 
slave  ivlio  efj'erted  /tis  land  in  ir  on  British  irround.^^*  'Ya  have 
attempted  to  march  an  army  into  Canada,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
seizini^  these  fucritives,  would  have  cost  rather  more  than 
they  were  worth.  There  was,  however,  a  ten-itory  ou  our 
southern  frontier,  bch)n2ring  to  a  power  less  able  than  Great 
llrifain  to  punish  aggressions  on  her  sovereignty,  and  hence 
it  is  that  we  are  called  to  consider 

Tun  IXVASIO.X    OF     Fl.OriDA,    AND     DESTRUCTION     OF    Fl'GITIVK 
SLAVES  RY  THE  FORCES  OF  THE  FeDERAL  (tOVERXMENT. 

On  the  15th  March,  ISIG,  Mr.  Crawford,  Secretary  of 
War,  addressed  a  letter  to  (General  Jackson,  informing  iiim 
that  there  was  a  fort  in  Florida,  occupied  by  between  250 
and  300  blacks,  and  that  they  and  the  hostile  Creek  Indians 
were  guilty  of  secret  practices  to  invcufjle  negroes  from  the 
frontiers  of  Georofia,  and  directing  him  to  call  the  altcntir)n 
of  the  Commandant  at  Pensacola  to  the  subject.  The  Sec- 
retary added,  that  should  the  Commandant  <lecline  intede- 
ring,  and  should  it  be  determined  that  the  destruction  of  tho 
negrc)  fort  does  not  require  the  sanction  of  Congress,  means 
will  bo  promptly  taken  for  its  reduction. 

Gen.  Jackson,  however  had,  he  fare  the  receipt  of  this  de- 
.^patch,  "assumed  the  responsibility"  of  sending  l)is  orders 
respecting  this  very  fort  to  Gen.  (jaines.  "  if  the  Ibrt  har- 
bors the  negroes  of  our  citizens,  or  of  friendly  Indians  living 
within  our  territory,  or  hrtlds  out  inducements  to  the  slaves 
of  our  citizens  to  desert  from  their  owner's  service,  it  ynvxl 
he  dcstroj/ed. —  Notify  the  £rovernor  of  Pensacola  «>f  your  ad- 
vanec  into  /ti'i  territory,  and  for  the  express  jwrjmse  of  destroy- 
ing these  lawless  handitti."  The  letter  concludes  with  direc- 
tions to  "  restore  the  stolen  negroes  to  their  rightful  owners." 
(Letter  of  Sth  April,  1S16.) 

OwincT  to  some  q^iuse  not  explained.  Gen.  Gaines  did  not 
fulfil  his  instructions;  and  a  G^un  boat  was  sent  up  the  Ap- 
palachicola  river  by  order  of  Commodore  Patterson,  and  on 
the  27th  Julv  attacked  the  fort  bv  firino:  red-hot  shot  at  it. 
A  shot  entered  the  magazine  which  exploded.  The  result 
is  thus  stated  in  the  official  report:  "  Three  hundred  negroes, 
vien,  women,  and  children,  and  about  20  Indians,  were  in  the 
fort ;  of  these,  270  were  killed,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
rest  mortally  wounded." 

Commodore  Patterson,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
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llie  Nfivy,  ol)scr\-es  :  "  The  scn'icc  rendered  by  tlic  destruc- 
tion of  this  fort,  and  the  band  of  negroes  who  held  it  and  the 
country  in  its  vicinity,  is  of  ^reat  and  manifest  importance 
to  tlie  tnitcd  States,  and  particularly  those  States  bordering 
on  the  Creek  nation,  as  it  had  become  a  general  rendezvous 
for  ?7/waw'«//*/«ir5anddisatlcctcd  Indians  — an  asylum  where 
they  found  arms  and  ammunition  to  protect  ihemselvesagainst 
their  owners  and  the  government.  This  hold  being  destroy- 
ed, they  have  no  longer  a  place  to  fly  to,  and  will  not  be  so 
liaide  to  ahsrond.  Tlu;  force  of  the  negroes  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  they  had  commenced  several  plantations  on  the 
banks  of  the  Appalachicola.."* 

Various  ])lantati()ns  have  also  been  commenced  in  Canada 
])V  fugitive  slaves,  but  being  under  the  protection  of  Great 
.nritai"n,and  not  of  Sjiaiii,  the  Federal  Government  has  wisely 
abstained  ^vom  m\\  forriUt.'  altempt  to  destroy  them. 

It  is  now  time  to  advert  to  t)nc  of  the  most  extraordinary 
exploits  of  American  diplomacy,  viz  :  * 

Compensation-  for  ficitivf.  slaves,  outained  by  the 

Federal  ( Jovernmiint. 

The  presence  of  J^iitish  armed  vessels  in  our  southern 
waters,  durinir  the  last  war.  afforded  an  opportunity  to  many 
of  the  slaves  t«»  escape  from  bondage,  in  IM  1,  and  while 
the  war  was  ra-jjiti^  in  all  it«<  fuiy,  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  treat  of  peace,  and  instructions  were  given  to 
them  as  to  the  sti])ulations  to  be  inserted  in  the  treaty.  These 
instrurtious  coutain  the  following  remarkable  passage.  "  The 
negroes  taken  from  the  southern  States  should  be  returned 
to  their  owners,  or  j?fii(l  for  at  their  full  value.  If  these 
slaves  were  considered  as  uim-combatants,  they  ought  to  be 
restored  :  if  as  pn^jierty,  they  ought  to  be  ]Kiid  for."  More- 
over, this  stipulation  is  expressly  included  "in  the  condi- 
tions on  which  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed  negotiations." 
Laffrr  of  insfn/cfi(m.<^  from  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State, 

2Sth  Januarij,  ISU.t 

Thus  we  see  that  not  even  the  calamities  of  war,  could  di- 
vert the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government  from  the  pe- 
culiar interests  of  the  slaveholders.  The  commissioners  were 
faithful  to  the  charge  thus  oivcn  to  them  ;  and  in  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Ghent,  adroitly  provided  for  the  restoration  of 
slaves;  and  in  such  obscure  terms  as  ultimately  secured  a 
far  more  extensive  concession  than  the  British  negotiators 
'   had  any  intention  of  making. 

*  Stnte  papors.     2  Sess.  15th  Cong.  No.  65.     t  American  State  paper?. 
Vol.  IX.  p.  364. 
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The  Ifit  Article  is  as  follows  :  "  All  territory,  places  and 
posfiessions  whatever,  taken  from  either  party,  by  the  other 
during  the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  afior  the  sip-ning  of 
this  treaty,  shall  be  restored  without  delay;  and  without 
causing  any  destruction  or  carrying  away  of  the  artillery  or 
other  public  property  orismathf  rajiturcd  in  said  forts  or  pla- 
ces, and  which  shall  remain  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  this  treaty,  or  any  slavrs  or  other  j)rivale  property." 

The  treaty  was  ratified  at  VV'll^hinG:ton  on  the  I'ali  Feb- 
ruary; and  six  days  after,  three  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  government  appeared  in  the  (.'hesapcake,  authorized  to 
demand  and  receive  the  skives  on  board  the  l^rilish  snimdrnn 
still  in  our  waters. 

Captain  John  Clarelle  happened  to  be  at  the  moment  in 
command  of  the  British  forces,  and  he  ])ositively  refused  to 
give  up  a  single  fugitive;  contending  that  the  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  related  oidy  to  slaves  **  originally  raptured  in  forts 
or  places,"  and  remauiing  in  such  forts  or  places  at  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications,  and  had  no  reference  to  the  slaves 
who  had  voluntarily sou'^ht  proterti(»non  board  British  \  U. 

A  few  (lays  after,  Admiral  (-ockbuin  arrived,  and  u  biiui- 
lar  demand  was  made  upon  him.  lie  also  refused  to  sur- 
render any  fiti^ifircs,  as  such  were  not  intended  in  the  treaty, 
but  gave  up  bU  slaves  which  were  f(Mind  on  Cumberland  Isl- 
and at  the  time  that  place  was  ra plural,  and  who  had  not 
been  removed  previous  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications  ;  thi.s 
being  a  case  directly  within  the  true  meaning  and  intention 
of  the  treaty.  Tiie  Secretary  of  State  then  a})plied  to  the 
British  Charge  d'Aflaires  at  Washinijtiin,  letjucsting  him  to 
direct  the  Naval  Commanders  in  the  Chesapeake  to  jE^ivc  up 
the  fugitives  on  board  their  vessels  ;  but  Mr.  leaker  declined 
interfering,  taking  the  same  view  of  the  article  as  the  Admi- 
ral had  done.  In  the  meantime  the  sipiadron  had  sailed  for 
Bermuda.  The  Government,  tracking  the  scent  of  a  fugitive 
witli  blood-hound  keenness,  forthwith  despatched  an  aijenl 
to  Jiernuida  in  pursuit,  to  demand  the  negroes  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. The  worthy  Englishman,  nettled  at  a  requisition  so 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  his  country,  replied,  "  he  would 
rather  Berjnuda,  with  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  it, 
were  sunk  under  the  sea,  than  surrender  one  slave  that  had 
sought  protection  under  the  flag  of  Enrrland." 

Tho  Agent,  (Thonicis  Sjialding)  nothinir  daunted,  now  as- 
sumed the  diplomatist,  and  addressed  a  long  argumentative 
despatch  to  Admiral  (iriillth,  commanding  on  the  Bermuda 
Station,  demanding  tho  fugitives,  and  promising  to  furnish 
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him  with  a  particular  list  of  the  slaves  claimeil,  which  he  cx- 
pecteil  to  receive  in  a  iew  clays  from  the  llnitcd  States.  The 
Admiral  very  cavalierly  assured  Mr.  Spahling  that  it  was 
quite  unnect-sary  tor  him  to  wait  at  liermuda  for  tlie  expect- 
ed document,  :>ince  there  was,  neither  at  Bermuda  nor  any 
other  Brili.-sh  island  or  settlement,  any  authority  "  competent 
to  deliver  up  j)ersons  who  durini^  the  late  wars,  had  placed 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  th<j  British  ttni^."** 

From  British  Governors  and  Admirals,  our  Government 
now  turned  to  the  British  Cabinet,  and  found  that  there  also 
it  was  held  a  point  of  honor  to  keep  faiih,  even  with  runaway 
slaves.      J^onl  C     "^  :h  declaied   that  the   (iovernment 

never  would  have  ,i— .  ui.d  to  a  treaty  retpiirinc^  the  surren- 
der of  persons  who  had  taken  refucje  under  the  l^ritish 
Standard.  Again  was  the  demand  made,  and  attain  was  it 
une(juivoca1iv  rrjectetl.  15ut  the  administration  refused  to 
yield,  and  i  d  on  a  reference  of  the  quesli(»n  to  the  de- 
cision of  a  fri«'!)d)v  power,  and  named  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
eia  as  umpiie.  -r  tedious  netrotiation,  this  point  was  car- 

ried ;  and  in  1>)18,  a  convention  was  concluded  at  London, 
suhmitliniT  the  tnic  construction  of  tlie  treaty  to  the  Empe- 
ror, who  decidi'd  in  favor  of  the  slaveholders.  It  now  be- 
came n(^  y  to  determine  how  tlie  number  of  the  slaves, 
an«l  their  value,  should  b.  *  ined.  Another  negotiation 
ensued,  which  rrsulte«l  in  a  -ci'iid  convention,  by  which  it 
was  n  ••!  I  that  each  party  should  appoint  a  certain  number 
of  CMi,,,...-.si()ners,  who  should  form  a  Board  to  sit  at  Wash- 
ini^^ton,  to  receive  and  liquidate  the  claims  of  the  masters. 
But  difiiculric"  soon  arose.  The  American  Commissioners 
insisted  on  "f,  which  the  others  refused  to  allow.  Ne- 
gotiations ac^ain  commenced,  till  at  last  the  British  Cabinet, 
wearied  with  the  pertinacity  of  the  American  Government, 
and  sick  of  the  ci)!itrovei"sy,  entered  into  a  third  convention, 
(lolh  Nov.  183G,)  by  which  the  rnruTnous  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion' TWO  iir.\ni:r.i»  am>  foi  r  thousand  dollars  was  paid 
and  received  in  lull  of  nil  demands. 

Thus  after  a  persevering^  negotiation,  con<iuctcd  for  twelve 
years,  at  Washinnrton,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  at  Bermuda, 
at  London,  and  at  Petersburc^h,  did  our  Government  succeed 
in  obtaininc^  most  ample  compensation  for  the  fui^itives. 
Commissioners  were  then  appointed  to  distribute  this  sum  ; 
and  after  fixinnr  an  avera2:e  value  on  each  slave  proved  to 
have  been  carried  away,  it  was  found  that  a  sinyJus  still  re- 
fnaincd ;  and  this  surplus  was  divided  among  the  masters! 

•  State  papers —  1-ith  Cong.  2J  Sesa.  —  Senate  documents,  No.  82. 
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Having  now  seen  the  success  that  attended  the  pursuit  of 
fugitive  slaves,  let  us  next  witness  the 

Efforts  of  the  Federal   Government  to  recover  ship- 
wrecked SLAVES. 

Considcrin<T  the  extent  of  the  American  slave  trade,  it  is 
not  surj)rising  that  our  slaves  are  occasionally  driven  out  of 
their  course ;  and  are  sometimes  wrecked  upon  the  danger- 
ous reefs  abounding  in  the  neighboring  Archipelago. 

On  the  '.id  Jan.  1831,  the  Brig  Comet,  a  regukir  slaver 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  her  usual  voyage  from 
Alexandria  to  Nevv-Orle;ins,  with  a  cargo  (jf  IG  A  slaves,  was 
lost  off"  the  Island  of  Abaco.  The  slaves  were  saved,  and 
carried  into  New-Providence,  where  they  were  set  at  liberty 
by  the  autliorities  of  the  Island.  A  portion  of  the  cargo, 
(14G  head)  was  insured  at  Ntnv-Orleans  for  §7 1,330. 

On  the  4th  Feb.  1S33,  the  Brig  Encomium,  from  Charles- 
ton to  New-Orleans  with  4-3  slaves,  was  also  wrecked  near 
Abaco,  and  the  slaves  carried  into  New-Providence,  where, 
like  their  piedecessors,  they  were  declared  to  be  free. 

In  Feb.  183-3,  the  Enterprise,  another  regular  slaver  from 
the  National  Domain,  on  her  voyage  to  Charleston,  with  78 
slaves,  was  driven  into  Heimuda  in  distress.  The  passen- 
gers, instead  of  being  thrown  into  prison  as  Bermudians 
would  have  been  in  Charleston  under  similar  circumstances, 
were  hospitably  treated,  and  })ermitted  to  go  at  large.  These 
successive  and  imexpected  transmutations  of  slaves  into  free- 
men, roused  the  ready  zeal  of  the  Federal  CJovernment. 
Directly  on  the  loss  of  the  Comet,  instructions  were  sent 
from  Washington  to  our  iNIinister,  to  demand  of  the  British 
Government  the  value  of  the  cargo.  In  1S32,  another  des- 
patch was  forwarded  on  the  subject.  The  instructions  were 
again  renewed  in  1833  :  the  Secretary  of  State  remarkhig, 
this  case  ''must  be  brought  to  a  conclusion — the  doctrine  that 
would  justify  the  liberation  of  our  slaves,  is  too  dangerous  to 
a  large  section  of  our  country  to  be  tolerated.'' 

In  1834,  fresh  instructions  were  sent,  and  a  demand 
ordered  to  be  made  for  the  value  of  the  slaves  in  the  En- 
comium. 

In  1835,  similar  instructions  were  sent  relative  to  the  En- 
terprise. 

In  1836,  the  instructions  were  renewed  ;  the  Secretary 
observing  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  "  In  the  present  state  of  our 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Government  of  His  Britanic 
Majesty,  the  most  immediately  2Jressing  of  the  matters  with 
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which  the  United  States'  Legation  at  London  is  now  charged, 
is  the  claim  of  certain  American  citizens  against  Great  lirit- 
f  ain  for  a  number  of  slaves,  the  cargoes^  of  three  vessels 
wrecked  in  British  Islands  in  the  Atlanlic."  ^ 

Thus  for  six  successive  vearsdid  the  Cabinet  at  Washing- 
ton keep  sending  despatches  to  their  agents  in  England  urg- 
in<r  them  to  obtain  payment  from  Great  Britain  lor  these 
raroocH  of  human  flesh.  Nor  were  those  agents  remiss  or 
reluctant  in  fulHllin-  their  instructions.  Numerous  were 
the  letters  addressed  to  the  British  Secretary,  claiming  either 
the  restoration  of  the  slaves,  or  their  e(iuivalcnt,  in  money. 

From  a  lon<r  and  labored  communication  from  Mr.  bte- 
vonson  to  Lord"'Palmcrston,  we  extract  the  f.)llowing  morccau. 
"  The  undersigned  feels  assured  that  it  will  only  be  neces- 
sary to  r-fer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  proviM(ms  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  many  of  the 
States,  to  satisfv  him  of  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  that 
slaves  are  there  i-egarded  and  protected  as  property  :  tliat 
by  these  laws,  there  is  in  fact  no  dhfntctwn.  m  primy/c  be- 
tween pwpertii  hi  persons  and  projierty  in  things  ;  avd  that  the 
Gorernment  hare  7nore  than  onre,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
determined  that  slaves  killed  in  the  serriee  of  the  Lntted  States, 
even  in  a  state  ofica;,  were  to  he  regarded  as  property,  and  not 
as  persons  ;  and  the  Gorernment  held  responsihlcfor  their  vahie 

No  answer  having  been  vouchsafed  to  this  letter,  and  the 

arcrumimt  being  exhausted,  M*'.  Stevenson  tried  the  virtue  of 

a  diplomatic   hint  that   the  United   States  would   go  t()war 

for   their  slaves  ;   expressing  his   hope   m  a  letter  to   Lord 

Palmerston,  that  the  British  Government  would  "not  longer 

consent  to  postpone  tlie  decision  of  a  subject  which  hnd  been 

for  so  many  years  under  its  consideration  ;  and  the  etlect  ot 

which  can  'be  none  other  than   to  throw  not  only  additional 

impediments  in  the   way  of  an   adjustment,   and  increase 

thcJse  feelings  of  dissatisfliction   and   irritation  which  have 

already  been  excited  ;  but  by  possibility  tend  to  disturb  and 

weaken  the  hhid  and  amicable  relations  whirli  now  so  happily 

suhsist  between  the  two  countries,  and  on  the  preservation  of 

which,  so  essentially  depend  the  interests  and  happiness  oj  both. 

— (Letter  of  SlstDecember,  1S36.)  . 

How  this  hint  was  received  we  are  not  mformed  ;    but  it 

is  certainly  not  creditable  to  the  British  Government,  that 

instead  of  a  prompt   and  frank  refusal  to  deliver  into  cruel 

and  perpetual  bondage,  innocent  men  who  had  providentially 

been  thrown  under  its  protection,  or  to  estimate  their  value 

in  pounds,  shilUngs,  and  pence,  it  had,  at  our  last  accounts, 
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avoided  giving  a  decided  answer  to  the  demands  of  the  Wash- 
ington Cabinet,  under  pretence  of  taking  the  opinion  of  tho 
law  officers  of  the  crown. 

The  negotiation  was  made  public  in  consequence  of  a  call 
by  the  Senate  on  the  President  (7th  Feb.  lSo7)  for  a  copy 
of  the  "  Correspondence  with  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  the  outrage  committed  on  our  flag,  and 
the  riglits  of  our  citizens,  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  and 
New-Providence,  in  seizins  the  slaves  (m  board  the  Briir 
'Encomium'  an<l  'Enterprise,' engaged  \\\  the  coasting  trade  ^ 
but  which  were  forced  by  shipwreck  and  stress  of  weather 
into  the  ports  of  those  Islands." 

Tlie  language  (»f  this  resolution,  indicates  the  influence 
exerted  by  slavery  over  the  Federal  Government.  Should 
a  murderer  escape  from  England  and  land  on  our  shores, 
we  refuse  to  surrender  him  to  the  justice  of  his  country  ;* 
but  when  the  West  Indian  authorities  refuse  to  deliver  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  innocent  men,  women,  and  child- 
ren, thrown  by  the  tempest  under  their  protection,  into 
hopeless,  interminable  slavery,  the  Senate  solemnly  pro- 
nounce the  refusal  to  be  an  outrage  on  our  llacf,  and  the 
rights  of  our  citizens.  Moi  cover,  the  liberaticm  of  these 
persons  is  spoken  of  as  di  seizure  of  them,  and  tho  slavers  carry- 
ing human  cargoes  to  market,  are  most  audaciously  declared 
to  have  been  engaG^ed  in  the  coasting  trade  !  The  real  trade 
in  which  these  vessels  were  engaged,  was 

The  American'  vSlave  Trade  under  the  protection  and 
regulation  of  the  federal  government. 

We  shall  first  exhibit  the  character  and  extent  of  this 
trade,  and  then  show  that  it  is  in  fact  carried  on  under  tho 
protection  and  regulatitm  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  competition  of  free  with  slave  labor  in  the  bread 
Btuffs  and  some  other  productions  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  have  greatly  reduced  the  value  of  slaves  as 
laborers  in  those  States;  and  hence  the  disposition  mani- 
fested there  some  years  since,  to  get  rid  of  this  unprofitable 
portion  of  their  population.  But  the  rapid  extention  of  the 
cotton  and  sus^ar  cultivation  in  the  extreme  South,  tofjether 

Note  by  J.  C.  .TACKsnN. 

*  By  a  provision  in  the  Adibnrton  Ti-fntv,  mnde  with  England  during  tho 
time  Daniel  \Veb>t'M'  was  Secretary  of  State,  this  Guvernment  and  that  of 
En2;land  have  mutually  stipulated  to  deliver  up  persons  charged  with  offence* 
and  escaping-  into  the  inri=?.liction  of  either,  provided  such  acts  are  considered 
by  both  as  criminal  offences. 
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with  the  settlement  of  the  new  States  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  occasioned  a  prodigious  de- 
mand for  slaves;  and  the  agTiculturists  of  \irgmia  and  the 
neio^hborin-r  States  discovered  that  their  most  lucrative  occu- 
patfon  was''  that  of  raising  live  stock  for  the  southern  and 
western  markets.     In  Georgia  and  South  Carohiia,  it  has 
also  been  found  more  advantageous  to  export  their  supernu- 
meraries to  Mobile,  Ncw-Oileans,  or  Natchez,  than  to  era- 
ploy  them  on  their  already  well-stocked  plantations.     Hence 
has  ffrown  up  an  almost  incredible  transfer  oi  slaves  from 
the  North  to  the  South;  and  recently  a  new   market  has 
been  opened  in  Texas,  giving  an  additional  stimulus  to  the 
trade      It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  ot  this 
trade'  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annual  report 
on  the  commercial  statistics  of  the  United  States,  has  never 
included  any  statements  respecting  this  branch  of  the  ''coas- 
tino-  trade."     But  indeed,  the  returns  from  the  several  Cus- 
tom I-Iouses  of  the  size  and  value  of  the  human  cargoes 
cleared  for  the  southern  ports,  if  given,  would  aflord  a  very 
inadequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  traffic,  since  it  is  carried 
on    by  land   as  well  as  well  as   by  sea.     Whole  coflles  of 
chained  slaves  are  driven  long  and  painful  journeys  m  the 
interior  of  the  Republic,  much  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
wilds  of  Africa.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Dickey,  in  a  published  let- 
ter thus  describes  a  cofFle  he  met  on  the  road  m  Kentucky  : 
— "  I  discovered  about  forty  black  men  all  chained  together 
in  the  fohowing  manner:  each  of  them  was  handcuffed,  and 
they  were  arranged  in  rank  and  file  ;  a  chain  perhaps  forty 
feet  lon^  was  stretched  between  two  ranks,  to  which  short 
chains  were  joined,  which  connected  with  the  bandcuffs. 
Behind  them  were,  I  suppose,  thirty  u-omc?i  in  double  rank, 
the  coicjjles  tied  hand  to  hand.'' 

J.  K.  Paulding,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  gives 
the  followincr  picture  of  a  scene  he  witnessed  in  Virginia  : 

"  The  sun  was  shining  out  very  hot,  and  m  turning  an 
ancrle  of  the  road  we  encountered  the  following  gi-oup  :  first, 
a  httle  cart  drawn  by  one  horse,  in  which  hve  or  six  hail 
naked  black  children  were  tumbled  like  pigs  together,  i  he 
cart  had  no  covering,  and  they  seemed  to  have  been  actually 
broiled  to  sleep.  Behind  the  cart  marched  three  black  wo- 
men, with  head,  neck  and  breasts,  uncovered,  and  without 
shoes  or  stockings  ;  next  came  three  men,  bareheaded,  jiat 
naked,  and  chained  together  loith  an  ox  chain.  Last  oi  aU 
came  a  white  man  -a  white  man,  Frank  !  —  on  ^o^-seback 
carryino-  pistols  in  his  belt,  and  who,  as  we  passed  him,  had 
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the  impudence  to  look  us  in  the  face  without  bhishiiig.  1 
slioukl  like  to  have  seen  him  hunted  by  blood-liounds.  At  a 
house  where  we  stopped  a  Httle  further  on,  we  learned  tliat 
he  had  benight  tliese  miserable  beint^s  in  Maryland,  and  was 
marchinj'-  them  in  this  manner  to  some  of  the  more  southern 
Stall's.  Shame  on  the  State  of  Maryland!  1  say  —  and 
slirmie  on  the  State  of  Vir'/niia  !  and  every  State  throui^li 
which  this  wretched  cavalcade  was  permitted  to  pass.  Do 
they  expect  that  such  ex!iibiti<jns  will  not  dishonor  them  in 
the  eyes  of  strant^ers,  however  ihey  may  be  reconciled  to 
them  by  education  and  habit  f* 

•  '*  Lettors  fi-om  tliP  SduiIi,  written  duriiiff  nn  cxrur<iofi  in  the  Summer  of 
181<)."     Nevv-YorU,  1317.      Vol.  I.  Letter  XI.  p.  117. 

It  may  be  thought  l»y  somo  that  the  elevaliuii  to  a  seat  in  the  Cahiiiet,  of  a 
gentleman  who  expresses  liimself  with  so  murh  warmtli  and  fearlessnesB 
a^juinsi  oui'  of  the  *'  peculiar  institutit>n3  r»f  the  South,"  niilitan's  u-juinsl  our 
ulea  that  the  influence  of  the  Federal  Governnicnt  is  cxrrit-d  in  bt-hulf  of 
filaverv.  Singular  us  it  may  appear,  the  appointment  of  Mr.  I'aulclin;^  i« 
nevertheless  plron;;ly  corroborative  of  the  opinion  wo  liave  uilvanred  ;  and 
Uie  explanation  is  at  once  ciny  and  amusin*;.  The  "  Letters  froni  the 
Soutli"  wiM-e  reprinted  in  in3'>,  aritl  fornj  the  iifth  and  sixth  volumes  of  un 
edition  of  *'  I'aulding's  VVorUs."  The  letter  from  which  we  have  fpjoted 
consists  of  foiMteen  pug«'s,  devoted  to  the  subject  of  slavery.  On  turning  to 
the  corresponding  letter  in  the  recent  edition  we  find  it  shruidx  to  three  pa- 
ges, coiitaiiiitm  iiO  allusion  to  t  he  internal  trade,  nor  any  thing  else  that  could 
ofl'end  the  must  sensitive  Southerner.  In  thi^  nineteenth  letter  as  printed  in 
1817,  there  is  not  a  word  about  slavery.  In  tlio  same  letter  as  publishetl  in 
183."),  we  meet  with  the  following  mo.-<t  wonderful  'prcdictioH.;  a  prediction 
that  has  lately  boeu/citod  in  the  newspapers  as  a  proof  of  the  sagacity  and 
foresight  of  tlu;  Seci"elary  of  the  Navy: — 

"  The  second  cau.se  of  disuiiion  will  be  found  in  the  slave  jiopulation  of  the 
South,  whenever  th«'  misguided,  or  willfully  malignant  zeal  of  the  advocate* 
of  t'uiaucipation,  shall  iu-ititute  os  it  one  day  doubtless  icill,  a  crusade  against 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  slave  owners,  by  sending  among  ihein  fanatical 
agents  and  fanatical  tracts,  calculated  to  render  the  slaves  disailecled,  and 
the  situation  of  the  master  and  his  family  darge-rous;  when  appeals  shall  bu 
made  under  the  sanctioii  of  religion  to  the  passions  of  these  ignorant  and  ex- 
cited blades,  calculated  and  intended  to  rouse  their  worst  and  mo:>t  danger- 
ous passions,  and  to  place  the  very  lives  of  tiieir  masters,  their  wives,  and 
their  childitn,  in  the  deepest  peril;  vhen  societies  are  formed  in  the  sister 
States  for  ihq  avowed  purpose  of  virtually  destroying  the  value  of  this  princi- 
pal item  in  the  property  of  a  southern  planter;  when  it  becomes  a  question 
mooted  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  or  of  the  General  Government, 
whether  the  rights  of  the  master  over  his  slave  shall  be  any  longer  recogni- 
zed or  maintained,  and  when  it  is  at  last  evident  that  nothing  will  preserve 
them  but  secession,  then  will  certain  of  the  Stars  of  our  beautiful  constella- 
tion 'start  madly  from  their  spheres  and  jostle  the  others  in  their  wild  career.'  " 

In  tlie  title  of  ilie  new  edition,  the  date  of  the  ''  excursion"  is  modestly 
omitted,  but  the  reader  is  not  informed  that  the  spirit  of  prophecy  descended 
upon  th(!  writer,  not  while  journeying  at  the  South,  but  while  witnessing  in 
New-York  the  operations  of  the  predicted  societies,  and  after  the  city  had 
been  convulsed  by  the  abolition  riots. 
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As  we  are  ubout  to  enter  into  particulars  respecting  the 
American  slave  trade,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  UKiinre 
^vllo  are  its  victims  {  They  are  natUc-hont  Americam  Lut 
of  %vhat  color  and  descent  {  This  will  n(»  doubt  be  deemed 
by  many  a  very  unnecessary  (luestion  ;  and  no  little  indigna- 
tion will  pr..bably  be  excited  when  we  answer  that  larp 
numbers  of  these  victims  are  white  men  and  women,  and  the 
children  of  Aineriran  citizcnfi. 

People  at  the  lunth  are  disposed  to  be  incredulous,  when 
thevhearof  n-hile  slaves  at  the  South;  and  yet  a  little  re- 
flection would  convince  them  not  only  that  there  must  be 
such  slaves  under  the  present  system,  but  that  in  process  ol 
time,  a  hu-e  proportion  of  the  slaves  will  be  as  white  as  their 
masters  "Were  there  no  other  sources  of  information  re- 
si.ectin.r  the  complexions  of  the  southern  slaves,  the  news- 
p\u,er  n(.tices  of  runaways  would  most  abundantly  conhrni 
our  assertion.     Of  these  notices,  we   give  the  following  as 

samples.  •  i  r      ♦! 

-!slUU  Reieard. ^'n\c  above  reward  wdl  be  paid  tor  the 
apprehension  of  my  man  William.  He  is  a  very  brigljt  mu- 
lHtlo-.s7r./.y./  !,lloici.h  hah:  1  have  no  doubt  he  will  caiango 
his  name,  and  try  to  pass  himself  lor  a  Wlllib  MAN, 
which  ho  may  be  able  to  do,  unless  to  a  close  observer. 

T.    S.    PiCIIAUU.' 

Aut;ust  1>.  . 

♦♦$IU0  iiV/ran/.— Kanaway  from  James  Hyhart,  Pans, 
Kentucky,  on  the  29th  June  last,  the  mulatto  boy  Norton, 

Ini:]:ji;,  Mr.  l-anldin?  puhlislu-d  his  "  Slavery  in  tl.e  United  States."  In 
,l.is  work  iM.U  tho  OI.l  a.ul  the  N.w  TestanKM.t  are  n.ade  '- ^^  "^[^'^^ 
ion  to  ^lav.rv.  Great  i3ruain.  in  abolishing  slavery  in  the  West  Inde.  ,. 
Wed  witl.-havin.  -committed  robbery  nr>der  cover  of  hnmanuy.' -(P- 
M  ^  '•  A  couununiu  of  iVee  bla.-ks  rising  among  the  runjs  ot  btates,  lord, 
of  L  soil,  smoking  wi.h  the  habitations  and  blou.1  o  the.  -  -m  -^d 
masters  and  families,"  wonl.l  we  are  assured  be  only  tnlfi  hng  the  v.  i.l  e» 
"ft  ie  abolitionis,s.-(p-  5ti.)  The  advocates  of  u.med.a'e  emancipal  on 
rec  mmend  it  as  asserted,  -  indiscriminau.  marnnges  between  the  white. 
Z^^^^^iV-  «!•)  -^J  welleducated  respectable  females  a^^^^^^^^^ 
are  api.arently  anxious  "  to  become  the  mothers  f  r^^^t^-^l^;^ 
Slave  y  we  are  told  "  is  becoming  gradually  dives  ed  of  a  1  i  >  har.h  h .  tu.e». 

and  islnv  only  the  bugbear  of  the  '-^f-^^^^''^;^^  a  d  a 'p r  t 
■  affirms--  In  a  residence  of  se^ral  years  wulnn  the  D':^''^;';";^J^,P^jf^ 
ty^extensive  course  of  travel  in  some  of  the  southern  ^^•'^^«;;  ('h^.^^„^;":;^S 
in  the  summer  of  1816,  we  suppose,  w;e  never  «-^' jj^'  ^.^"^'^^"fj,!^"^;"!^ 
instances  of  crueUy.-We  saw  no  chains,   (!)    and    heard  no  .tnpes. 

^^wftrLt  our  readers  are  now  fnlly  convinced  of  this  gentleman's  qualifi- 
cations for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  s  con- 
sistency  in  appointing  him. 
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about  1.5  years,  a  very  briglit  mulatto,  and  would  be  taken 
for  a  WHITL:   BOY,  if  imt  closely  examined.     His  hair  is 
black  and  straight,  kc. — Acu- Orleans   True  AiiurUan,  llth 
August,  1S36." 

"  $100  Reward — Will  be  given  for  the  apprehension  of 
my  negrr)  (!)  Edmund  Kennoy.  He  has  straight  hair,  and 
complexion  so  nearly  WHITE,  that  it  is  believed  a  stranger 
would  suppose  there  icas  no  African  blond  in  him.  He  was 
with  my  boy  Dick  a  short  time  since  in  Norfolk,  avd  offered 
htm  for  sale,  and  was  apprehended,  but  escaped  under  pre- 
tence of  beincr  a   WHU'E    MAN.       A.\DEKSr»N    n">VLES. 

Rirhmnnd   Whig,  Gfh  Jam/art/,  1S3G." 

"$'oO  lieicard  will  be  iriveu  for  the  apprehension  and  de- 
livery to  me  of  the  follow incr  slaves  ;  Samuel,  and  Judy  his 
vyitc,  with  their  four  children,  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
iSacker  Dubberlv,  deceased. 

1  will  give  olO  for  the  apprehension  ot  William  Dubberly 
a  slave  bcln  to  tlie  (  sratc.      William  is  about  19  years 

old,  QUITl^    \.  illTE,  and  would  not  readily  be  mistaken 
for  a  slave.  Joh.v  T.  Lane. 

Newhern  Spectator,  13th  March  1837." 

"$100  Reward. — Ran  away  from  the  subscriber,  a  brio-hi 
mulatto  man  slave,  named  Sam.  Light  sandj/  hairs  blue  eyes, 
niddii  comiderion  —  i^  so  WHITE  a^  very  easily  to  pass  for 
a  free  WHITE  MAN.  TV^rrv  Peck 

Mohile,  Ajrril  22,  1837." 

"  $50  Reward. — I  will  give  the  above  reward  of  fifty  dol- 
lars for  the  apprehension  and  secunng  in  any  jail,  so  that  I 
get  him  again,  or  delivcnng  to  me  in  Dandridge,  E.  Tcnn. 
my  mulatto  boy  named  Preston,  about  twenty  years  old.  Ii 
is  supposed  he  will  try  to  pass  as  ^  free  WHITE  MAN. 

Joiix  Roper. 
Oct.  12,  1S3S." 

"  Ranaivaji  from  the  subscriber,  working  on  the  plantation 
of  Col.  H.  Tinker,  a  bright  mulatto  boy  named  Alfred.  Alfred 
is  about  18  years  of  age,  pretty  well  grown,  has  blue  eyes, 
light  flaxen  hair,  skin  disposed  to  ftecklt.  He  will  try  to  pass 
as  FREE  BORN.  •*  S.  G.  Stewart. 

Green  County,  Alalamay       • 

Mr.  Paxton,  a  Virginia  WTiter,  tells  us  in  his  work  on 
slavery,  that  "  the  best  blood  in  A^irginia  flows  in  the  veins  ot 
the  slaves." 

Dr.  Torrey,  in  his  work  on  domestic  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  p.  14,  says  :  "  While  at  a  public  house  in  Frederick- 
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town,  there  c:ime  into  the  bar-room  on  Sunday,  a  decently 
dressed  white  man,  of  quite  a  Hght  complexion,  in  company 
\vith  one  who  was  totally  black.  After  they  went  away,  lht> 
landlord  observed  that  the  white  man  was  a  slave.  I  asked 
him  with  some  surprise  how  that  could  be  possible?  To 
which  he  replied,  that  he  was  a  descendant,  l>y  female  ances- 
try, of  an  African  slave.  He  also  stated  that  not  far  from 
Fredericktown,  there  was  a  slave  estate  on  which  there  were 
several  white  females,  as  of  iair  and  elegant  appearance  as 
white  ladies  in  general,  held  in  legal  bondage  as  slaves  !  P' 

A  Missouii  paper,  reporting  the  tiial  of  a  slave  hoy,  re- 
marks: "  All  the  physiological  marks  of  distinction  which 
charactenze  the  African  descent,  had  disappeared.  His  Fkin 
woisfair,  his  hair  soft,  straight,  fine  and  while,  liis  eyes  blue, 
but  rather  disposed  to  the  hazel-nut  color,  nt^se  prominent, 
tiic  lips  small  and  well  formed,  forehead  liigh  and  promi- 
nent." 

In  the  summer  of  1S35,  a  blavcholdcr  nuui  Maryland  ar- 
rested as  his  fu'^itive,  a  young  woman  in  Philadelphia.  A 
trial  oTi'iued,  wh<'n  it  was  most  conclu'jivcly  proved  that  the 
alleged  slave,  Mary  Gilmorc,  was  the  child  of  j)oor  Irhh 
parents,  and  had  not  a  drop  of  African  blood  in  her  veins. 

A  paper  printed  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  lk,e  'i  Emporium,"  re- 
lates a  circumstance  that  occurred  in  that  city,  in  the  follovr- 
iiig  terms.  '*  A  lauilablo  indignation  was  universa!ly  mani- 
fested among  our  citizens  on  Saturday  last,  by  the  expo- 
Bure  of  a  woman  and  two  children  for  sale  at  public  auctio]i» 
at  the  front  of  our  principal  tavern.  Tin;  woman  and  chil- 
dre:i  were  as  wnirr.  as  any  of  our  citizens;  indeed,  wo 
scarcely  ever  saw  a  child  with  a  fairer  or  clearer  complexion 
than  the  younger  one." — Niks's  Bcqister,  Jvr/e,  1S21. 

iSlr.  Niles  tells  us  in  his  Register,  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  tho 
late  Vice  President,  had  related  to  him  the  case  of  a  man 
"placed  on  the  stand  for  sale  as  a  slave,  wliDse  appearance 
in  af/  rexpcUt  gave  him  a  better  claim  to  the  character  of  a 
"WHITE  MaX  than  most  ]:)ersons  so  acknowledged  could 
uhow:'— Register,  23ih  Oct.  1S34. 

We  will  now  attempt  to  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  trade  —  a  trade  in  which  human  beings  of  every 
shade,  from  the  purest  white  to  the  deepest  black,  are  made 
articles  of  merchandise,  and  treated  with  cruelty  little  if  any 
less  than  that  which  has  mads  the  African  slave-trade  th© 
execration  of  the  civilized  world. 

*'  Dealing  in  slaves,"  says  the  Baltimore  Register,  "  has 
become  a  larse  business  ;   establishments  are  made  in  several 
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places  in  Maryland  antl  Virci;inla,  at  \vhic-l)  ihev  are  sold  liko 
catlle  :  these  places  oi"  deposit  arc  slroiiiriy  built,  and  well 
Hupplied  with  iron  lhiiml)-scie\vs  and  c^i'js,  and  oriianienled 
with  cowskins  anil  other  whips,  olteiilimes  bloody." 

The  advcrtisenu  nbj  of  the  i^altiniore  traders  show  that 
the  Maryliind  C<»lonizalion  Society,  in  tlieir  endeavors  to 
suppres-s  the  slave  trade,  may  find  a  Held  tor  their  labors  Icsa 
distant  than  the  coast  of  Al'rica.     We  .miieK  some  samples. 

"  Austin  Wi>f)iJfolk  of  Haltimoro,  wishes  to  inform  the 
slaveholders  of  Marylaml  and  \'iririni;i,  that  their  frietid  still 
lives  to  give  cash  and  the  highest  "price  lor  negiocs,"  iVc. 

"  General  Slare  AifcncJ/  ()/ftcr. — CJonllenien  planters  lV(.m 
the  South  and  others  who  wish  to  purchase  negroes,  would 
do  well  to  give  me  a  call.  Lewis  JScott." 

"  Ciisli  fur  two  hundred  Negroes. — The  hi'^hcst  cash  prices 
will  be  ])aid  for  nei^roes  <if  both  sc.xes,  by  a{)plic:ilion  to  mo 
or  my  agent  al  nooih's  (jarden.  Hope  II.  Slatlii." 

.  '*  For  Scw-Orlenns. — A  cojipered,  coppor-faslened  ]>acket- 
brig  Isaac   Franklin,  will  sjil  on  the  Ibi  Feb.  for  Hallinioro. 

Tlu).<c  haning  serrants  to  ship  will  do  well  bv  niakiiitr  c>arly 
application  to  James  F.  Purvis,"  ice. 

Hunr.in  ilesh  i«  now  the  great  staple  of  Vii-fjinia.  In  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  in  1^32,  Thomas  Jr.FKi'RsoN  Kan- 
DOLiMi  declared  that  Virgiiria  hud  been  converted  into  '*  one 
grand  menu  eerie,  where  nun  art  reared  for  the  luarhet  like  oxen 
for  the  shamh/e.s:"  This  same  gentleman  thus  compared  the 
ibreio^n  with  the  domestic  tralli(  .  The  trader  (African) 

receives  the  slaves,  a  strani^cr  in  aspct  t,  language,  and  man- 
ner, from  the  merchant  who  brounjht  him  from  the  interior. 
But  here,  sir,  individuals  whom  the  muster  has  known  from 
infancy  —  whom  he  has  seen  spoiling  in  the  innocent  gam- 
bols of  childhood  —  who  have  been  accusiomed  to  look  to 
him  for  protection,  h^  tears  from  the  mothers  arms,  and  selh 
inio  a  strange  countri),  among  a  strange  people,  suh'yrt  to  crad 
taskmasters.     In  my  opinion  it  is  vmrh  worse.'* 

Mr.  C.  F.  Mkrcf.r  asserted  in  the  Virginia  Convention  of 
1820,  "  The  tables  of  the  natural  giowth  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation demonstrate,  when  compared  with  the  increase  of  its 
numbers  in  the  Commonwealth  for  twenty  years  past,  that 
an  annual  revenue  of  not  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dijUars  is  derived  from  the  exportation  of  a  part  of  this  popu- 
lation."— Debates  p.  00. 

Professor  E.  A,  Andrews  gives  a  conversation  he  had  with 
a  trader  on  board  a  steam-lx)at  on  the  Potomac,  in  1S3^ 
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"  III  selliiic!:  liis  slaves,  N assures  me  he  never  sepa- 
rates fciniilies  ;  but  that  in  purchasing  them  he  is  often  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  for  that  his  business  is  to  purchase,  and  he 
must  take  such  as  are  in  the  market.  Do  you  often  buy  the 
wife  without  the  husband  \  Yes,  very  often  ;  and  frequent- 
ly, too,  they  sell  me  the  mother,  while  they  keep  the  children. 
1  have  otien  known  them  X'Akc  away  the  infant  from  the  moth- 
er s  brcafit,  and  keep  it,  while  thei/  sold  her.  Children  irom 
one  to  eirrhtcen  mc^nths  old,  are  now  worth  about  one  hui> 
dred  dollars."* 

Tiie  town  of  Petersburg  in  Virginia,  seems  to  enjoy  a 
large  share  of  this  commerce,  jud'jing  fiom  the  adverliae- 
ments  of  its  merchants. 

"  Cash  for  Neizroes. — The  subscribers  arc  particularly  anx- 
ious to  Tuakt!  a  shipment  of  nt^groes  shortly.  All  j)crson*s  who 
liave  slaves  to  part  with,  will  do  well  to  call  as  soon  as  poe- 
^il'lc.  OvLUi.v  &  Saundcrs." 

"  The  subscriber  being  desirous  of  making  a?iother  .ship- 
ment by  the  Brig  Adelaide  to  New-Orleans,  on  the  first  of 
March,  will  give;  a  good  market  price  for  fifty  negroes  from 
ten  t.)  lliirty  years  old.  He;.rv  1)avih." 

"  The  subscriber  wishes  to  purchase  ow^"  hvvdred  skives,  of 
both  sexes,  from  the  age  of  ten  to  thirty,  for  which  he  is  dis- 
posed to  «rive  mucli  higher  pric(>s  than  have  heietofore  been 
given.  He  will  call  on  those  living  in  the  adjacent  couTities 
to  see  any  propertj/.  Anslev   Davis." 

Ihit  of  all  the  A^irginia  merchants,  Mr.  Collier  of  Rich- 
mon<l,  seems  to  be  the  most  enter])i  ising.  We  give  extracts 
from  his 

"  AW'Vr. — This  is  to  inform  my  former  acquaintances,  and 
the  ])ublic  generally,  that  1  yet  continue  in  the  SLAVE 
TKADL],  «^  Riehmond,  Virginia,  and  will  at  all  times  buy 
and  give  a  fair  market  price  for  ijouvis;  negroes.  Persons  in 
this  State,  Maiyland,  or  North  Carolina,  wishing  to  sell  lots 
of  negroes,  are  particularly  requested  to  forward  their  wishes 
to  me  at  this  place.  Persons  wishing  to  purchase  lots  of  ne- 
groes, are  requested  to  give  me  a  call,  as  I  keep  constantly 
on  hand  at  this  place,  a  great  many  for  sale  ;  and  have  at 
this  time  the  use  of  one  hundred  young  negroes,  consisting 
of  boys,  young  men,  and  girls.  I  will  sell  at  all  times  at  a 
email  advance  on  cost,  to  suit  purchasers.  I  have  comfortable 
rooms  with  a  jail  attached,  for  the  reception  of  the  negroes  j 

*  Slavery  and  the  domestic  slave  Uade  in  the  United  States,  p.  417. 
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anf3  persons  coming  to  this  place  to  sell  slaves,  can  be  accom- 
roodated,  and  every  attention  necessary  will  be  given  to  have 
them  well  attended  to  ;  and  when  it  may  be  desired,  the  re- 
ception of  the  company  o'i s^entlemcn  dealing  in  sJ arts,  will  con- 
veniently and  attentively  be  received.  My  situation  is  very 
healthy  and  suitable  forlhe  business.     Lewis  A.  Collier." 

Joseph  Wood  of  Hamburg,  South  Carolina,  a  "  gentle- 
man dealing  in  slaves,"  advertises  that  he  "  has  on  hand  a 
likely  parcel  of  Virginia  negroes  and  receives  new  BU]>plics 
every  fflecn  duysy 

And  What  are  the  pecuniary  results  of  this  commerce  1 
Mr.  Mercer,  as  wc  have  seen,  estimated  the  annual  revenue 
to  Virginia  fro!7i  the  export  of  human  flesh,  at  at.  one  miUioTi 
arid  a  ha?/ of  dollars.  Ihit  this  was  in  1829,  before  the  trntle 
had  reached  its  present  palmy  state.  "  The  Virginia  Times," 
in  1S36,  in  an  article  on  the  importance  of  increasing  the 
banking  capital  of  the  Commonwealth,  estimates  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  exported  for  sale  the  *'  last  twelve  mrmths,"  at 
FORTY  thousand;  cach  slave  averaging  six  hurubed  dollars, 
and  thus  yielding  a  capital  of  twenty-four  millions,  of 
v/hich  the  Kditor  thinks,  at  least  tliirtecn  millions  might  b© 
contributed  for  l)anking  purposes.* 

Let  us  now  visit  the  "  Metropolis  of  the  Nation,"  the  very 
heart  of  this  mighty  commeice  in  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
men.  The  District  of  Colum.bia,  from  its  relative  situation 
to  the  breeding  States,  forms  a  convenient  depot  for  the  ne- 
groes, previou.s  to  their  exportation;  and  the  non-interfer- 
ence of  Congress,  gives  the  traders  "  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction"  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  unlimited  power 
over  the  tieatment  and  stowage  of  their  human  cargoes,  as 
their  brethren  enjoy,  on  the  coast  of  Guinea. 

Hence  large  establishments  have  grown  up  upon  the  na- 
tional domain,  provided  v/ith  prisons  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  negroes  till  a  full  cargo  is  procured  ;  and  should  at  any 
time  the  factory  prisons  be  insufficient,  the  pul>lic  ones,  erect- 
ed by  Congress,  are  at  the  service  of  the  dealers,  and  the 
United  States  Marshal  becomes  the  agent  of  the  slave  trader ! 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  the  following  pictures  of  the 
scenes  witnessed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  are  drawn  by 
impartial  hands.  So  long  ago  as  1802,  the  grand  jury  of 
Alexandria  complaining  of  the  trade,  remarked  :  '-These 
dealsrs  in  the  persons  of  our  fellow-men,  collect  within  this 
district  from  various  parts,  numbers  of  these  victims  of  slave- 

*  Kiles's  Register. 
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ry,  and  lodge  them  in  some  place  of  confinement  until  they 
have  completed  their  numbers.  They  are  then  turned  out 
into  our  streets,  and  exposed  to  view  loaded  with  chains,  a^i 
though  they  had  committed  some  heinous  offence  against  our 
laws.  We  consider  it  as  a  grievance  that  citizens  from  a 
distant  part  of  the  United  States,  should  be  permitted  to 
come  within  the  District,  and  pursue  a  traific  Jraught  with 
so  much  misery  to  a  class  of  beings  entitled  to  our  protec- 
tion, by  the  laws  of  justice  and  humanity;  and  that  the  in- 
terposition of  civil  authority  cannot  be  had  to  pi  event  parents 
being  wrested  from  their  oifspring,  and  children  from  iheir 
parents,  without  respect  to  the  ties  of  nature.  We  consider 
these  trrievances  demanding;  leo-islative  redress:"  —  that  is, 
redress  by  Congress. 

In  18iG,  Judge  Morell  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  charge  to  the  grand  juiy  of  Washington,  ob- 
served, speaking  of  the  slave  trade  :  "  The  frequency  v/ith 
which  the  streets  of  the  city  had  been  crowded  with  77ia7iach'.d 
C'ljitivcs,  sometimes  on  the  Sabbath,  could  not  fail  to  shock 
the  feelings  of  all  hnmanc  pei'sons." 

The  same  year,  John  Randolph  moved  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  a  com.niittce  "  to  inquire  inro  the  exist- 
ence of  an  inhuman  and  il!v.'gal  traific  of  slaves  carried  on, 
in,  and  through  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  leport  whether 
any  or  what  measures  are  necessaiy  for  putting  a  slop  to  the 
same."  The  motion  was  adopted  ;  had  it  been  made  twen- 
ty years  later,  it  would  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  have 
been  laid  on  the  table,  "  and  no  further  action  liad  thereon." 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  of  June  22nd,  1827,  thus  describes 
the  scenes  sanctioned  by  oar  professedly  republican  and 
Christian  Legislature  :  *'  Scarcely  a  week  passes  without 
some  of  these  wretched  creatures  being;  driven  thioug^h  our 
Streets.  Afttr  having  been  confined,  and  sometimes  mana- 
cled in  a  loathsome  prison,  they  are  turned  out  in  public 
view  to  take  their  departure  for  the  South.  The  children 
and  some  of  the  women  are  g:enerallv  crowded  into  a  carter 
wagon,  wliile  others  folio v/  on  foot,  not  unf»equentlv  liand- 
aiff'ed  and  chained  together.  Here  vou  mav  behold  fathers 
and  brothers  leaving  behind  them  the  dearest  objects  of  af- 
fection, and  moving;  slowlv  along;  in  the  mute  aeonv  of  de- 
spair  —  there  the  young  mother  sobbing  over  the  infant 
whose  innocent  smiles  seem  but  to  increase  her  miserv. — 
From  some  you  will  hear  the  burst  of  bitter  lamentation, 
while  from  others,  the  loud  hysteric  laugh  breaks  forth,  de- 
noting still  deeper  agony." 
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In  1828,  a  petition  for  the  suppression  of  this  trade  was 
presented  to  Congress,  signed  by  more  than  one  thousand  in- 
habitants  of  this  District. 

In  1829,  the  Grand  Jury  of  Washington  made  a  commu- 
nication to  Congress,  in  which  they  say,  "  Provision  ought 
to  be  made  to  prevent  purchasers  for  the  purpose  of  removal 
and  transportation,  from  making  the  cities  of  the  District, 
depots  for  the  imprisotimcnt  of  the  slaves  they  collect.  The 
manner  in  which  they  ai'e  brought  and  confined  in  these 
places,  and  carried  throi'gh  our  streets,  is  necessarily  such  as 
to  excite  the  most  painful  feelings.  It  is  believed  that  the 
whole  community  would  be  gratified  by  the  interference  of 
Congress  for  the  suppression  of  these  receptacles,  and  the 
exclusion  of  this  disgusting  trajjic  from  the  District." 

In  1830,  the  "  Washington  Spectator"  thus  gave  vent  to 
its  indignation. 

**  The  slave  trade  i?i  the  Capital. — Let  it  be  known  to  the 
citizens  of  America,  that  at  the  very  time  when  the  proces- 
sion which  contained  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
his  Cabinet  was  marching  in  triumph  to  the  Ca})itol,  another 
kind  of  procession  was  marching  another  way ;  and  that 
consisted  of  colored  human  beings,  handcuffed  in  jpairs,  and 
driven  along  by  what  had  the  appearance  of  a  man  on  horse- 
back !  A  similar  scene  was  repeated  on  Saturday  last ;  a 
drove  consisting  of  males  and  females,  chained  in  cowples^ 
starting  from  Koly's  tavern  on  foot  for  Alexandria,  where 
with  others  they  are  to  embark  on  board  a  slave  ship  in  wait- 
insx  to  convey  them  to  the  South.  Where  is  the  O'Connell 
in  this  Republic  that  will  plead  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
District  of  Columbia !" 

The  advertisements  of  the  dealers,  indicate  the  extent  of 
the  traffic.  The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  2Sth  March, 
1836,  printed  at  Washington,  contained  the  following  adver- 
tisements. 

*'  Cash  for  five  hundred  Negroes,  including  both  sexes,  from 
ten  to  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Pei'sons  having  likely  ser- 
vants to  dispose  of,  will  find  it  their  interest  to  give  us  a  call, 
as  wo  will  give  hisfher  prices  in  cash,  than  any  other  pur- 
chaser who  is  now  or  may  hereafter  come  into  the  market. 

Franklin  &  Amfudld,  Alexandria." 

*'  Cash  for  three  hundred  Negroes. — The  highest  cash  price 
will  be  given  by  the  subsciiber,  for  negroes  of  both  sexes, 
from  the  ages  of  twelve  to  twenty-eight. 

Willl\m  H.  WiLLLiMs,  Washington." 
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**  Cash  for  four  hundred  Negroes,  including  both  sexevS,from 
twelve  to  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

James  H.  Birch,  Washington  City." 
"  Cash /or  Negroes. — We  will  at  all  times  give  the  hio-h- 
est  prices  in  cash  for  likely  young  negi'oes  of  both  sexes, 
from  ten  to  thirty  years  of  acce. 

•T.  \\\  Neal  &  Co.  Washington." 
Here  we  iintl  three  traders  in  the  District,  advertisino-  in 
one  day  for  f/celve  hwndrcd  negroes,  and  a  fourth  ofIerinf»-  to 
buy  an  indefiuite  number. 

In  a  later  number  of  the  Intelligencer,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing. 

"  Cash  for  Negroes. — I  will  give  the  highest  price  for  like- 
ly negroes  from  ten  to  twenty-five  years  of  arre. 

George  Kephart." 
"  Cash  for  Negroes. — T  will  give  cash  and  liberal  prices 
for  any  number  of  young  and  likely  negroes,  from  e/ght  to 
forty  years  of  age.  Persons  having  negroes  to  dispose  of 
^vill  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  give  me  a  call  at  ray  resi- 
dence on  the  corner  of  Seventh-street  and  Maryland  Avenue, 
and  opposite  Mr.  Williams'  ^j/vrrz/c  jail. 

William  II.  Eiciiards." 
"  Cash  for  Negroes. — The"  subscriber  wishes  to  purchase  a 
number  of  negroes  for  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  market. 
Himself  or  an  agent  at  all  times  can  be  found  at  his  jail,  on 
Seventh-street.  Wm.  H.  Williams." 

The  unhappy  beings  purchased  by  these  traders  in  human 
flesh,  men  and  women,  and  children  of  eight  years  old,  are 
sent  to  the  South,  either  over  land  in  coflics,  or  by  sea,  in 
crowded  slavers.  Fostered  by  Congress,  these  traders  lose 
all  sense  of  shame;  and  we  have  in  the  National  Intellio-en- 
cer,  the  following  announcement  of  the  regular  departure  of 
three  slavers,  belonging  to  a  single  factory. 

^^  Alexandria  and  Ne^c- Orleans  fciclzets. — Brifi-  Trihime, 
Samuel  C.  Bush,  master,  will  sail  as  above  on  the  ]st  Janu- 
ary—  Brig  Isaac  Franklin,  Wm.  Smith,  master,  on  the  15th 
January — Brig  Uncas,  Nath.  Boush,  master,  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary. They  will  continue  to  leave  this  port  on  the  1st  and 
15th  of  each  month,  throughout. the  shipping  season.  Ser- 
vants that  are  intended  to  he  shijiped,  will  at  any  time  he  recei- 
vedfor  safe-keeping  at  twenty-jive  cents  a  day. 

John  Amfield,  Alexandria." 
This  infamous  advertisement  of  the  regular  sailing  of  three 
slavers,  and  the  offer  of  the  use  of  the  factory  prison,  appears 
in  one  of  the  principal  journals  of  the  United  States.     Its 
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proprietor  has  several  tiroes  been  chosen  printer  to  Congress, 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  he  has  ever  lost  the 
vote  of  a  northern  member  for  this  prostitution  of  his  col- 
umns. 

But  the  climax  of  infamy  is  still  untold.  This  trade  in 
blood;  this  buying,  imprisoning,  and  exporlirig  of  boys  and 
girls  eight  years  old  ;  this  tearing  asunder  of  husbands  and 
wives,  parents  and  children,  is  all  legalized  invirfve  of  au- 
thority delegated  hi/  Cor/ffrcss  /  /  The  249lh  p?.ge  of  the 
laws  of  the  city  of  WabhiiiQ^on,  is  polluted  by  the  following 
enactment,  bearing  date  28th  July,  1831. 

"  For  a  LICENSE  to  trade  or  traffic  in  slaves  for  profit,  four 
hundred  dollars." 

Such  is  the  character  and  extent  of  the  American  slave 
trade,  impudently  and  wickedly  called  by  the  Senate,  "  the 
coasting  trade,"  —  a  trade  protected  and  legulated  by  the 
very  government  which  in  the  Tieaty  of  Ghent,  with  won- 
derful assurance,  declared  that  *'  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irre- 
concilable with  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity." 

The  government  may  be  fairly  said  to  protect  the  trade, 
when  it  refuses  to  exercise  its  constitutional  power  to  sup- 
press it.  The  very  fact  that  slave  traders  are  licensed  in  the. 
District,  is  a  full  and  complete  acknowledgement  that  there 
is  authority  competent  to  forbid  their  nefarious  business. 
The  continuance  of  the  traffic  under  the  immediate  and  *'  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction"  of  the  National  Government,  stamps 
with  disgrace  every  member  of  Congress  who  assents  to  it ; 
and  more  especially,  and  with  peculiar  infamy,  those  north- 
ern members  who,  for  party  ]mrposes,  vote  that  **  Congress 
ought  not  in  any  wayXo  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia." 

But  we  arc  constantly  told  by  the  apologists  of  slavery  that 
the  American  slave  trade  is  beyond  the  constitutional  con- 
trol of  the  Federal  Government ;  yet  that  government  abol- 
ished the  African  slave  trade,  and  no  human  being  ever  ques- 
tioned its  right  to  do  so  %  But  whence  was  that  derived  1 
Solely  from  the  Sth  Sec.  of  the  1st  Art.  of  the  Constitution, 
viz  :  — 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  amono:  the  several  States." 

In  virtue  of  this  delegation  of  power,  Congress  has  made 
it  a  capital  crime  to  carry  on  commerce  in  African  slaves. 
Now  that  this  legislative  prohibition  of  the  traffic  is  consti- 
tutional, is  proved  by  the  highest  possible  authority,  even  tha 
Constitution  itself;  for  that  instrument,  after  giving  Con- 
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gress  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  re- 
stricts it  from  abolishing  the  African  slave  trade  before  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years.*  To  regulate,  we  are  told,  does 
not  include  the  power  to  destroy  ;  yet  it  seems  the  power  to 
recrulate  commerce  w-ith  foreis^n  nations  does  include  tho 
power  to  interdict  an  odious,  cruel,  and  wicked  branch  of  it. 
By  what  logic  then  will  it  be  shown  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  among  the  several  States,  does  not  include 
the  ])ower  to  interdict  a  traffic  in  men,  women,  and  children  ? 
Is  it  more  wicked,  more  base,  more  cruel,  to  traffic  in  Afri- 
can savages  tlian  in  native  born  Americans  —  in  white  men, 
and  women  and  children  —  in  the  offspring  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, and  not  unfi'cquently;  of  very  distinguished  citizens  ] 
Yet  it  is  this  abominable  commerce  that  our  government  fos- 
ters and  protects.  We  have  seen  its  watchful  guardianship 
over  this  traded  in  its  unceasing  endeavors  to  obtain  compen- 
sation from  Great  Britain  for  2S7  slaves  thrown  by  the  winds 
and  waves  under  her  protection.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  our  Min- 
ister in  England,  in  an  official  note  on  this  subject,  (Feb.  25, 
1832,)  remarked  :— 

"  The  Govci-nment  of  the  United  States  respecting  the 
actual  and  unavoidable  condition  of  things  at  home,  while  it 
most  sedulously  and  rigorously  guards  against  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slaves,  lyfofccts  at  llie  same  lime  by  reasonable 
laws  tho  rights  of  the  ownei's  of  that  species  of  property  in 
the  States  where  it  exists,  and  j^crmifs  its  transfer  coastwise 
from  one  of  these  States  to  another,  under  suitable  restric- 
tions to  prevent  the  fraudulent  introduction  of  foreign  slaves." 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  2d  March,  1S07,  masters  of  ves- 
sels under  40  tons  burthen,  are  forbidden  to  transport  coast- 
wise from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United  States  any  per- 
son of  color  to  be  sold  or  held  as  a  slave,  under  the  penalty 
of  SSOO  for  each  slave  so  transjiorted. 

By  the  same  act,  masters  of  vessels,  over  40  tons  burthen 
Bailing  coastwise  from  one  port  to  ani)ther,  and  intending  to 
transjwrt  persons  of  color  to  he  sold  or  held,  as  slaves,  must  first 
make  out  duplicate  manifests,  specifying  the  names,  sex,  age, 


» 


The  phrasodlocry  of  tliis  r<stii(;tioii  >lin\vs  that  it  wa-;  inicndi'd  t<>  limit 
the  pf)wpr  to  rnjiulnte' i-onunpirv'  a-:  well  "ammia  thi'  sovi-ral  States"  as 
with  toroign  nations.  'l\u>  inif^ratinn,  or  importation  of  snrli  persons  as  any 
of  the  exi>tina:  States  shall  thinix  proper  to  a  imit.  shall  not  be  prohihitcd  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  \ear  one  thoiisaiifl  eigli/  hiiiulred  and  eisht." — (Art. 
I.  Sec.  9)  If  any  State  slioidd  tiiink  pro[)er  to  admit  slaves  miffrniing  frfitn 
another  State,  it  was  not  to  be  restrained  from  doing  so  till  1808.  If  it 
should  think  proper  to  import  slaves  from  a  foreign  country,  it  might  do  so 
notwithstanding  the  wishes  of  Congre>s,  till  the  same  period. 
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ami  Stature,  of  tho  |)rr>«>iH   ti  .rtcd.  ami  ilio  nr'  ] 

rvsidnnre  nt*  ihfir  owiit^r  nr  >;iijj|HT.  Tlirsc  mnniio.ti  mo 
to  \)v  cU?livoro«l  In  tlu'  rollccltir  of  ihe  |><>rt  who  la  lo  n*tniri 
one,  and  to  return  llie  «•''   •<  »"  ihe  mnnirr  with  **  a  jtrnuif," 

ex\i\i\r<ti\   tin   ir      **  .'iMfhi.  n  \i\    T>r.  rr-t  «1    Tfi  tIii»    port  of 

tl  I  :    a  i»lavi« 

without  fturh  p«'niiit,  not  *<  the  ves^.l  :  hut  !ii»» 

inrwter  in  to  |>ny  a  |>cnally  )  for  r  ».h 

On  thf  arrival  of  iho  vtv-iAfl  at  the   poit  oC  (i<  ti  .n. 

II  t,  with  ilif  p.  is  to  ho  h  '  to  ilir  < 

\vii<»  ill.  in  to  siTXKWi  a  **  p<  t«>r  t  '.^  oi  i 

Hlav>'8,  utid  tl  liny  :  .  liiu  i.         r 

f  Olio  t  ^  ' 

p  t  the  litus ;    l*al 

CoiM  '   '  ^,  H    WuUUl    lu:  li:  *     ' 

to  :  ,    iL  ji,  ■    *     •  '■■     -       •    '  •' 

Bi«i«<    ii'M«4**  r*^i    Hli<iiiii'i'»iii*ii*'»ij»»  I 

of  lhf»    I  iiioii  !      l>'-»     .Tl,  '   f>...   i>.  1 

prntortifnj  tif  tlii?^ 

Tui:   i»tri.nj;^  \l   Om  j.knmi.n  r  i.\   km.  iitit 

TO     TI!"         •  \  ITMf    •  '  •    ■  •.  •       :  ■       • 

Tho  c^ivfit  frt  t    prii  ttC  Inn; n 

lil>orty,  in  wbicliour  !  i\  h«*  inu<-li  z^al.  )i    i. 

at  the  rlono  of  tlio  rrvo'  war,  «l  a  ^■  i 

-cotivirlion  of  the  i  v.      \\  lirn  tlu*  i  (itiv«*ntion 

appointod  to  t'onn  u   1  • 

norihcni  and  miny  of  r  ! 

to  trivo  the  lunv  i;ov<Tn»ij«'  i  jii'\si  r  tjvtr  i.  • 

rommiTco  of  tin*  n  it  ion.  a>  v.  ••■n-i  •  a  to    '     '-vh  a  t:    *" 

fie  no  les-*  at  varianrr  with  our  n*p...  v  pi..,,  -,.»ns  l).  .,i 
with  thf  pn-' ■•»•'<  of  humanity  and  i  .  iti.  A  ""'Mf)!!  of 
the  southern  ,'at<'><  h(»\v«'ver,  in  i  on  n  tr-  ;rv  rr- 

fitriction  »»f  this  pnwrr  a«  tho  price  of  iheir  n.  »n  to  tho 

Union  ;  an<l   th«»ir  lhri*nt  of  niarrinij  the  iK-autv,  ftvmtnrtrv, 

-  •  •  • 

and  strrncfih  of  the  fair  falnic  ahout  to  \u*  eroded  bv  with- 
drauintr  from  it  the  niipport  of  the  Siaton  they  represent*  1, 
unfortuintely  indtirod  tl)(M'.  nvontion  to  yiolil  to  their  winhes, 
and  to  insert  in  the  Constitution  a  rlatise  re5trainin*x  Con- 
grcss  from  aludjshint?  the  African  slave  trade  for  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Madi.son  has  left  us  the  followinij  hi-^tory  of  this 
inifjuitous  rlnuso.     **  The  southern  S'  would  not  have 

entered  into  ilio  unir)n  of  America  wiiiioiit  the  Temporary 
permission  of  that  trade.  The  i;cnlUMncn  fiom  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  argued  in  thi^j  manner — '  We  have  now 
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libtTty  to  import  this  sju^ic^s  ot*  piojinly,  and  much  of  tho 
pn^jMTly  now  pfi  <1  lm.s  l>i»fii   inuchased,  or  oiliorvsisc 

arquinvl  in  cor  •  .m  of  inipniviiiir  it  by  tho  nssistance 

f)f  |..,..,  .♦..  ]  m.].,,,  ,.  W'lirit  wniikl  he  tho  ronsecjuonco  of 
hiri'  fVniTi  it  ?     Tho  slnvo.s  of  Virginia  would  riso  in 

v.i!'  •»!»!    !>o  •iMif'ffI  tn  L't)  to  voiir  ninrkpT>5.' " — 

J  ■  '  ■     . 

\v  .    ;  ohitioi!  of  nnirh  rontrndirtorv  action 

on  thi"  pnrt  nf  tho  KlnvohoMors  in  roirnrd  U)  this  tiado.  It 
F-  :liat  it.-<  aholiiioTi  woidd 

ho  •  •  ,  •    ,  dors,  Imt  ni'i  to  ilio  slave- 

1  <i  rlii  'jil,  an<l  pnuhictions,  «his'o  K'd)or 

is  !•  'c  in  Ma;  1  and  Viririnia.  tlian  in  tho  mor« 

«!  '  '         "d  f«ir  this  Inlntr  in 

I'  II  of  iinpoTlatio!!, 

r  i    i:iii:i\    e:  ^    iM>i:j    iho  former.      'I'hn 

1... ..   r,,,.  j),,,  most   j)art, 

.on  of  tho  African 
'<  »  «>'  1  to  enter  tho  I 'Tiion 

.  to  itnport  thoir 

\  very  Httle  de- 

th««  TT>»»iiopMly  oitlie  market. 

of  A'  1   it  convenient 

to  r  imionion  the  nub- 

i  land  and  !'  y  its  lioirnr  of  iho  J/W- 

.  and  rit  to  the  law  of  Coi 

1  And  yet   \vc  are 

ii  :w«i  ot  «)•  ornment  in  re- 

1  '■  •'  t  siniiis  attarh- 

c<i  :  -.1.      ii;;-   u:i-  hade  boon  Pup* 

p'-  L-   i  I  .;.  !  11    *<  ••ment  in  por»d  faith  on- 

«!  •    -^  it  ?     T*'-  •   important  (|uostions, 

;  .\r    tri    »;,  >    Iv  nn    nTn>pnl  tn  fnrTs 

U 

Tn  r.  '  >  in  1^1  ^»,  Mr.  Middloton  of  South 

;i  his  Opinion,   l.^OOO  Africans  were 
into  the  United  Sta'  ^'i.   Wright  of 

number  at  l/),0(»o  !     Tho  8am(?  year, 
.lud  »ry  of  the  Supreme  Couit  of  tlic  United  States,  in 

a  charcje  to  a  Cirand  Jury,  thus  expresses  himself:  —  "  We 
have  but  too  many  proofs  from  un«|uestionable  sotirccs,  that 
it  (the  African  tradi-)  is  still  carried  on  with  ail  the  ini])1aca- 
ble  ferocity  and  insatiable  rapacity  of  former  times.  Avarice 
has  crrown  more  subtle  in  its  evasions,  and  wntches  and  sei- 
zes its  picy  with  an  appetite  quickened  rather  tlian  suppres- 


anntiM' 
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•Oil   by   lis  j^ilty  vigils.  Ancncan  cUtzen^  are   steeped  to 

their  very  m»)ulh.i.  (1  can  scarcely  use  too  bold  a  tigure,)  in 
tliiji  stream  nfinii^uity." 

Oil  the  2Zi\  Jill.  IM]  rv.n  Secretary  of  the  Na>7  vrroto 

to  the  commanding  n  crai  Char!.*  t   ?..     "1  hoar,  not 

without  great  c-  the  law  vi               -  tho  in  Murta- 

tion  of  slaves,  haa  been  \  J  in /,                                    ^r  St 

.Mary's,  since  the  gun  have  l)een  withdrawn  from  ti:at 
station." 

On  the  14ih  March.  1S14,  the  Cullector  of  Darien.  Geor- 
gia,  thus  wrote  to  t  •  y  of  the  'I'rcasury  :— "  I  am  in 

P'  >m  of  uij  '         Oil  ii.  ion,  that  Afiican  and  West 

^V'*"*  "'  ^  *'^  *'  '         i.Jicitlyiiitrnduced  into  Geor- 

f"'^'  ^Jr ^»t.  wi  ■'  \  it  In  the  icrritorics  of 

"iic  Unia  .  .  .  _:h,  f(,r  t-         .         arc  no- 

lorions,  and  itis  not  u:. .  *       ts 

of  St.  Mary,  and  sucij  r,,r,    ^  .,  ,  .j. ^  .,^.   ,^,    ,.], 

ot  war,  nnd  ordered   ;  ^h,   were  i)l."'.Vv  liaricred 

hy  /(i^  V  in  th.li  rirv.  f -r  this  harlcririg  (.,  -    as  it 

\&  called,  but  in  i  -r.)  actually  !f>f.k  :  .        any 

decision  has   i  1    by  i  urt  i.  .i.      I  rrm- 

not  but  ai^ain   express  to  Vi.u,  sir,  that  ihejie  irrv  3, 

and  mocking  of  iho  laws  l>y  nun  who  un  id  ihem,  are 

buch  that  it  i-etjuirci  il  :ofC  9 

toelfect    the    ^  ;   1;,^  j^   ,;  3^0, 

should  a  failhiiit  .  oi  um  Cii*vcrument  apprehend  such 

negroes,  to  avoid  u        —  '■'  \  l,y  ihc  laws.  ' 

jtrutors  iVi<''  ,n  //;<.,   ,<  ,  -'  -'       ' 

nmnds  ,!  u. ...    r}i  of  thr  ^ 
he  J  v,  or  rtf'trt  a  .^,1  ..  . ,:  ^.      ,  ,„  ^ 

t.ic  negroes  irhcn  to  U)  do,  u.:  .  ■ ,j  im- 

dcrstood  to  be  for,  .mt  of  the  lovd  is  so  much 

Itiis  than  the  va!u4i  of  tli^  nropcrtj/.     After  much  faii^-no,  peril, 
and  expense,  »  Africans  arc  seized  and  I  ,.t  to 

the  Surveyor  to  iJjirien  ;  they  arc  demanded  by  the  Govern- 
or's agent.  Notwithstanding  the  knowledge  which  his  Ex- 
cellency had  that  these  very  Africans  were  some  weeks  wi:h- 
in  SIX  miles  of  his  Excellency's  residence,  there  was  no  ef- 
ft)rt,  no  stir  made  by  him,  his  agents  or  subordinate  State 
officers,  to  carry  the  laws  into  execution  ;  but  no  sooner  than 
It  was  understood  that  a  seizure  had  been  effected  by  an 
ollicer  of  the  United  States,  a  demand  is  made  for  them; 
and  It  is  not  diOicult  to  perceive,  that  the  veiy  aggressors 
may,  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  inock  bond,  be  again  placed  ia 
possession  of  the  smuggled  property." 
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In  IS  17,  General  Davi^l  H.  Micbcll,  Governor  of  Gcom'in, 
tr«;-M.>(l  the  Kxecurivo  chair,  and  accepted  the  ai^pointmcnt 
u:.  .  .  ihe  Fotleral  Government,  of  Indian  Agent  at  the  ('reek 
Agency.  He  was  afterwan Is  charged  \\ilh  l-einir  concerned 
in  the  winter  of  1817  and  IsiS,  in  llie  illegal  impoitation  of 
Africans.  'I'ho  documents  in  support  of  the  charge,  niid 
those  ri'^o  wliich  he  nfVtMed  to  disprove  it,  were  placed  by 
ihc  I'rpsidfMi  in  the  liands  of  Mr.  Wirt,  tlie  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  Mho  on  the  21st  Januarv,  1S21, 
made  a  report  on  the  s?T!)e.  From  this  report,  it  appears 
thnt  no  less  than  94  Africjns  were  sniuegled  into  Georgia, 
and  carried  to  Mitchell's   re      '  ^lr.   Wirt  concludea 

h-  )rt   with  the  r*'     -  i   i.j.s  conviction,  "  tliat  Gen. 

Mi..  :'  11  is  ''•    '■"  of  t.ii:  ffj  Ills  |H)wer  as  Agent 

for  Indian    "  at  the  '  -iry.  to  the  purpose  of 

aM'i.'T  -.Tw)  ',     .  ..."  i»i  T  r  ach  of  the  Act  of  C(;n- 

p*  i      7,  iti  V  ■.«•  TTHlr.  H'wl  this  from 

ti  lary  mtn 

On  th»»  *??d    ^  1S17.  the  Tnllector  at  Savannah  wrote 

toll  rarv  of  the  'i  .  v: — "  i  have  iust  received 

lnfort".niion  from  n  source  on  ^hich   1   can  implicitly  rely, 
that  it  i  dv  h'  the  i  e  to  introduce  into  the 

S  ry's  l»iver,  from  Amelia  Is- 

lafnl,  iJ.   I'li'M.Ju,  All  wJm  have  been  carjied  into  the 

poit  of  r'<  iida.     il  ».s  fij    '  '   t stood,  that  the  evil 

willnolhcc*  '    ''         '  .  but  will  be  extend- 

ed to  the  Wi»r-l  (  :u.  .'^  '.I     11  t:c  J/.d.f/  i^/^r/".?." 

(_'^. .»..:..  \T  ..vi^  of  the  Navy,  infotmed  the  Secretary  of 
the  .\...,  .  li  June,  1817.)  —  "Slaves  are  smuggled  in 
throo^b  tIh*  iiumeron*;  inVrs  to  the*  wef«lward,  w])ere  f//r  peo- 
ple <.:  '  too  miic't  (i  ^  I  fo  rCTulcr  even/  passible  assistance. 
Several  hundred  slaves  are  now  at  (talveston,  and  persona 
have  gone  from  New-Orleans  to  purcha.se  them." 

On  the  17th  April,  1818,  the  Collector  at  New-Orleans, 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  —  "No  efl'orts  of 
the  olFicers  of  the  Customs  alone,  can  be  effectual  in  prevent- 
ing the  intro«biction  of  Africans  from  the  westward  ;  to  put 
a  stop  to  ih;it  irnfKc,  a  naval  force  suitable  to  those  waters  ia 
indispensable;  and  ve.-  els  captured  witli  slaves  ovg/it  vnt  to 
he  hron^ht  into  this  port,  hut  to  some  other  in  the  United  States, 
for  adjudicafi/m.^*  We  may  learn  the  cause  of  tliis  signifi- 
cant hint,  from  a  communication  made  the  9th  July,  in  the 
eamo  year,  to  the  Secretary,  by  the  Collector  at  Nova-Ibera* 

•  Senate  poi>trs,  l»l  Scsiion,  17ti»  Coug.  No.  93. 
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"  Last  ftummcr  I  ROl  out  S'  «♦  •  warrants,  ami  had  nccroos 
Hci/tnl  to  llu"  iMi'"'' •'  •■?'  »  '  »,  wbirii  wire  part  of  ihfrn 

stolen  out  of  the  i  -  'Hff  ;  iho  l>:ihmcc  were  C(»n- 

cJtmineti  l»y  the   \)\  ,  aiul  llie  ihr«»niicrs  n'coivcd 

their  part  of  ih«;  iicll   |*  la  from  !h»»  Stale   TriiiMirer. 

Five  ni  th.il   wero  seiztHl  about  thi*  >iiino  lifiie.  were 

tried  at  O]  t  in  May  lajit,  hy  the  saiiio  .luo  IK-  de- 

cided that  wiTTH"  ard-*  that  were  Aiippi)>rd  fo  have  net  up 

VL  »hain  rJtiim,  '  th«;  i»4i  had  hoeii  stoirn  j'nnn 

thcin  OH  the  h'  /■*,  (!  1)  hhould  bttvo  t)u*  ii<  .  ;iiid   that 

the  7  xcho  '  /  jHitj  hntf  I  /*,  atiil  tho 

Stale  ui   i.  '  I        <'  I  liaii  bucii  an  cf- 

fc<*t  an  to  M;iiiKr  It  aiiDn^L  ijiij  .e  li.'i   liic  to  obtain  anj 

0»  ■   '    ••         •'  "    .1  part  of  ll:e  KMiniiy.*' 

i  ,.  i.y  of  ilie  Tr-  '     '^      "  ".  '•  ".  •  to  the  Speaker 

of  the     1. ol     l?ifir.>ir.  .;..rv      l*^!*),    ro- 

marked  :  —  **  It  i*  n  n  in- 

Ftiluleil  underlhe  >  ■  li  io 

the  BAi.K  «»f  p<  ofrolfjr  ill-         _.  in-portetl  into  the  Stales 

of  (t<  I  and  Lr>  i.  dnnni;  the  yeiirs    1S17  and  IblS. 

Thoro  is  no  autlientic  copy  of  the  acl»  of  tho  L<  uircs  of 

these  Si:it<  -.   n[  nti  fhin  s  in  ihii*  th  ",  but  it  if 

un  "»d  that  in  Uith  .'^  Africans  and  otiier  perbons  of 

color,  illeiXJiHy   in)|>ortt?d,  au;  directe<l  to  Ihj    »ioLt>  Koii  tiik 
BKs:  rir  OK  TiiK  HT- 

We  hive  nriw,  we  ujuij\,  I  tniui  \.\^\x  aiiumjily,  th:U 

nolwiili>tanilini;  tlio  h'«;al  pi iiion  of  tlie  sla%e  trade,  the 

people,  the  counts,  and  tho  Executive  authority  in  the  plant- 

•  In  151 W.  tho  Ni««-Y«»rk  J>Mirn:il  (if  Commrrcc  B»*crtr;!  i»it  vr«sr<U  liad 
bot'n  rtvrnllv  HtIihI  out  in  tiidt  p<Mt  l«ir  \\k>  Arrirnn  ftiuvf 

Tin-  •'  •»  ..f  I7ti.  t'  \\v.n.  «■  ,-..  „f 

till?  ^ti.l■  .       ..:-!..  •   '^t.      t"  --..r».  of  IJ..     |.         ....  'lii*. 

lion  S.tci<lv.  in  n  ^t{  h  ffw  diiv»  l»«  liri-  in   1-  :  — 

**  Out  iif  177  *l  ive  «hi|>«  Mltirti  nrovr  at  Cutwi  rvory  yiuir.  fivi^inxthii  or« 

'        '  '         ''  .■'         •••  "i.i 

r  '  ^  niiii   tJ,  .    ►- 

1  .     ..  .    .       ..:..:  :v.      (»  ...  \    w- 

York  f  ly  fir  it*  slinn*  nlunc  lli«»  •urn  of  $-J*»0  imnre  \% 

\nrf,%Ay  iittiTi'tti*))  m  tl.i*  nrcuiind  triffic  as  vevW  n*   New- Vi>rk— >aml  pvpti 
V     '      .  with  ■ :'    '  ii»n  uiul   ir.  :,.  .'  •  "   (li-Ml.un  '  .•  ]tcr 

\'  by  .'I   I'  I  in  h»»  «lin  A  ^  l'  tho 

1.      :rjii  rpiip«'<*t:it)ility  liiU'Iy  iiif'»rm»Hl   Mr.  0»*»»nn  ilmt  «  »jiili»r  in  tliin  city 
I  n  tint  lio  \\u<i  nxrivinl  »«vprtil  liiiriiin*«l  iln'larH  of  liiigli  m«in"v  to  make 

l.i  ii  IX'    •■      '   fit,  nml  v' ' ••iitiun<'<l  iho  n;inir«  ofhiHi'n:   ■  •'•      - -n- 

lloni  111  .'•  wui*  .'i  ml  to  iTp<"nl  tlirin,  no  lii;;li  d  .  n 

io-.ii'ty.      A  (-apiaiii  in  llu*  n><*rrlmiil  »orvicc  fmm  Nt-w-Ymk,  \vii»  luirly  nfTfrt'd 
I  '  '  tortn«  by  two  dlAVrpot  houses  nruvidcd  he  \r(/nld  utidcrtukc  a  flavo 

^..,    .   ." 

Of  iho  truth  of  tbeM  ttatcmcots  we  koow  noLhiog. 
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ine  Stntcs,  havo  ofTortlctl  facilities  for  the  importation  of  Af- 
rit ";"•-.      It  now  becomes  imporiant  to  iiujuire  how  I'ar  the 
J  I  (loveriimcnt  \ui<>  enforced  the  penahies  imposed  by 

the  Act  forbidiling  the  trade. 

l>Ti  llie  7lh  JaniiJiry,  1"^H),  Josepli  Xourse,  I^ec[istcr  of  iho 
1  r       ;;rv,  ill  au  Jiflicial  d<»  .unienl  submitted  to  Congress,  cer- 
litietl  tii:it  there  were  ni»  records  in  the  Treasury  department 
of  any  forfeitures  iindi*r  the  Art  of  1^07,  aboli^hinix  tlie  shivo 
tra«lr!     So  tl):it  n  iiu  i'li--'  iiiiiiii'^  the  thirteen  or  fifteen  thou- 
sand >'  ;d   bv  ^niitiicrn   nn'inbei-s  of  Con<jrc8S  to  bo 
ann'ni.v  '    '  i'  '     '    •    '  niird  .States — noiwitlistnndin(^ 
Anieii     •  ic<i  by  a  Judi^e  of  tiie  Supremo 
Cotirt  i"  '  V                                  '  v  'v  mouths  in  this  stream  of 
ini'i'iif^ ."  "  '/  u.  d  in  ilrven  years  reached 
:'       I          .  V  of  :  !     Mr.  Nourse,  however, 
M                I  it  V.                                ;  there  hu«l  been  recently  ^//o 
i                                                        in,  and  theotlicr  in  Ahdiama. 
1,                                   .  wo  liave  n«»  information;  of  the  hitter, 
\-, ,                    l»>  pi             the  followiiii;  (extraordinary  history. 
or  Di  .Mitbile,  writing  Nov,   l/i,   ISIS,  to  the 
.1  *•  Shtinld  West  Fhirida 
l„.  .'..n    ,;»  lot  .both  ilic  American 
a,i,|  >  '  will  be  employed 
in  the   in                 :»  t*i                          -"   uiimiate  destination  to 
f           ■unti\  ;                   '   ni  li-  pt.  -t-nt  situation,  tlio  j^realest 

•  ,.'.'    :i,;-,  .'  Jjvcs  fiom  Ilavanna  and 
i.......    ..    ..  4    :    .  VV/rr/' vc8?<»ls,  it  is  true, 

V,.  ;.  •!«  i»>  tli.^  nticmpt  1  .(nmor,  but  this  was  owing 

nithiT  tu  n  any  well-timed  arrangement  to  prevent 

thr  ti 

Tlu-r  I'lr.  <•  V.-;  .'Is  bniunlit  in  107  nhives.  By  what  mis- 
take fli  v  V  lured  we  arc  not  informed,  but  another 
litter  from  ih.  »r  shows  us  how  the  '*  accident"  was 
remedictl.  and  cargoes  and  slaves  have  been 
delivtiid  on  ix/mU ;  the  former  to  the  owners,  and  the 
slaves  to  three  other  jiensona.  The  Grand  Jury  Ibund 
true  bills  a  '  the  ownei-s  of  the  vessels,  masters  and  su- 
percarr;o — a^i  aj  whom  hurc  hern  disc/tanrcd — why  or  where- 
fore, I  cannot  say,  except  that  it  could  not  be  for  want  of 
proof  ai^ainst  them."  From  this  letter  it  is  most  prolniblo 
that  the  foifoiture  of  whi<  h  Mr.  Nourse  had  heard,  if  any  in 
fact  or.-urred,  was  the  colhi'«ive  forfeiture  of  tlie  Bonds.* 


•  Ti.o  .' f^  wo  hnv.'  qui)t«  d  on  tliis  siihjrrt.  nrc  lu  be  found  in  Re- 
port* t>l  C    .(.IS.— UiSp»«.  *21ai  Cong.  No.  348. 
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We  most  freely  acknowledge  that  so  far  as  the  statute 
book  is  to  be  received  as  evidence,  there  can  be  no  tjucstion 
uf  the  sinceiiiy  and  zeal  witl)  ulrrh  tin  !•'. di  ral  Government 
has  labored  to  ^iiTVTf^ss  the  .  !e  :  but  law^^  do 

not  execute  ll.  >,  and  we  shall  now  appeal  to  the  r 

ute  book,  and  lo  the  minutes  of  C>  •*.  to  convict  th« 

Government  uf  i,  y  and  < 

It  is  dilhcult  lo  u  y  men  who  are  cv         d  in 

bn  ;  slaves  for  the  market,  ur  why  men  wiio  ai 

ed  ill  buyii)  i  •  ^  ^^^ 

re)  sciuj  ii  liifj /Viiican  I  .   aud  wituu  v  1 

poiiLicai        '  *  » be  reaoy  ;  :i 

lo  fsecuri:  i-iu  i  . 

ly  be  «■"    "  od  iM    .i  ■  •.    i.  ,i  uum.*^ 

lions  ;._  ....  ,t  tlie  f  nei^ii  i. 

In  I'r.r  vfnr  IS  I*/.  -.  nnw  on;J  «^T!r'<lrn  zcal  was  cxcited  in 
Con?  M  of  I.  and  thi-^  /.eal  as  we 

;  !i  11,  -I  1-,  '.■.  fth**  ■  f»f  \  1  to  colo- 

nize the  free  i  i  :  lor 

years  been  anxious  to  get  rid.  not  of  *  ;,  but  of  tlio 

iVee  negroes.     On  the  l«i  .1  i  Z,  ine  Colon  > 

Society,  iho    result  of   \  l 

Washini^ton,  and  in         '  licu  a  »iialio< 

\*au;a  Lus  nioia  in.ii  v.  :is  u:  d  (il:i»  i- cu.^  two 

reaolulir)ns : — l-^l,  C'allin^   •  n  i   c    i  je.  .if-nt  lo   enter  into 

i)C'_,'o!i'iions  with  forci"^  ••   ^  •  the  *'  entire  and  imrrv- 

«li  itc  ;ii)f»liiion  of  the  I: ;'*  and  !:?nd,  a*- ■'•''' '•     n 

to  obtain  the  consent  of  Great  !■. :i  lo  our  coloji  t» 

people  of  color  at  Sicrm  Leone.     Thus  early  was  a 

of  Colonization  connected  with  the  acritalion  in  Congress 
about  the  slave  trade ;  a  connexion  from  which,  as  we  shnll 
presently  see,  the  Society  reaped  a  very  InrLTo  jUicuniaiT  ad- 
vantaije.  Tlie  resolutions  were  not  acted  on,  and  the  next 
session,  Mr.  Mr.Rf  kr,  rec^irded  in  Virginia  as  the  father  of 
the  Society,  succeeded  in  cjctting  a  vote  of  ihe  House  (Dec 
30th,  1817,)  instructing  the  committee  au  the  memorial  from 
the  Society,  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  ropflering  the 
laws  agiiinst  the  slave  trade  more  effectual.  Of  this  commit- 
tee Mr.  Mercer  was  himself  the  chairman;  and  he  recom- 
mended in  his  report,  that  the  President  shrnild  take  meas- 
ures for  procuring  suitahle  territory  in  Africa  for  colonizins 
free  'pcoph  of  color  with  their  own  consent ;  and  that  armed 
vessels  should  occasionally  be  sent  to  Africa  for  the  j)urpoae 
of  interrupting  the  trade.     The  suggestions  of  tho  comrnil' 
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tea  were  not   arlnpted,  luit  the  ensuiui]^  session,  (3d  Murcb, 
J^19,)  a  new  act  against  lli«;  slave  trade  was  passed,  which 
gave  *•  a  local  luihitalion'  to  the  present  colony  ot  "Monrovia; 
;ind  wa-s  e<|uivalent  to  a  liln^ral  and  national  tyrant  to  the  vSo- 
ciely.      By  this  act,  the  I'resident  was  antluMized  to  restore 
to  their  c«>unlry,  snch  Africans  as  miijht  be  captured  on  board 
of  slavers,  or  illeifully  introiluced  intti  llic  United  States  ;  and 
lie  was  to  appoint  agents  ttn  the  coast  to  receive  them.     Mr. 
M<»nr«n*,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  was  a  zealous 
colonizationist,  and  was  afterwards  jdaced  at  the  head  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society.       Let  us  see  what  use  ho  made  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  him   by  the  act  of  1819.     Many  years 
aftrr,  an  inquiry  wilh  insiiiuleil  in  Uon'^ress  as  to  thoex]>t;nd- 
ilures  uiuhrr  this  law,  an«l  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (liS30,) 
rcportr-d  that  "  2o2  persons'  of  this  description  (recajjturcd 
Africans,)  have  been  removed  to  the  sctlhiment  j)rovidrd  by 
the  (\dt)ni/;ili«Mi  Socii-iy  on   the  coast  of  Africa;   and   that 
there  had   l>een  ex^HMideil  lhereft»r,   the  sum  of  two  /lundnul 
€ind  strfff'foHr  thuii.stnul  \ri m  hi/jidrnl  and  trn  dollars.     •   •   ♦ 
'I'iie  juactice  has  been  I  >  furnish  these  persons  wilh  provis- 
ions for  a  |H'ri«)d  r>f  time  after  beinij  landed  in  Africa,  vary- 
iiii;  from  six   mouths  to  one  yea:  ,  to  provide  them  wilh 
house.s,   arms,  and  ammunition  ;  to  pay  for  the  erection  of 
fortificatif>ni<,  for  the  buildintr  of  vessels  for  their  use,  and  in 
bhort  to  render  all  the  aid  n  '  for  fhu  Jou/idinj^  and  ttujj- 

Jtort  af  u  eolonial  rA  i/nt/tf." 

A  report  from  Amos  Kendall,  Fourth  Auditor  of  tin? 
Treasuryv  disclt)ses  more  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
the  **  A*'t  in  itdditiun  to  the  M'ts  prohiljitinsf  the  .slave  trade'* 
vviirt  made  !iid»ser\nent  to  the  purposes  of  tho  Colonization 
Society. 

*•  In  May,  lc?22,  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  directed  that 
ten  liberated  Africans  .should  be  delivered  to  Mr.  J.  Ashnnni, 
for  tra!isportati(»n  to  Africa.  The  Secretary  authorized  him 
to  take  iKit   at  the   crjnnsc  of  the    Government,    10,000  hard 

•  We  hnvt»  not  b<H*ii  «!>!«•  tn  jMCortaln  fnmi  what  *Miircp<  theao  Afrirans 
vrpro  iibtMinrti,  but  ^llMt  they  wore  not  all  of  tliem  troyjhics  of  the  zeal  ol'imr 
cnitmirH  in  the  chu^c  of  humntiity,  nppenr*  from  the  following  cxtrticts  from 
othrini  (h»rutii«*nt!«.  "  Tbrre  mo  isow  in  the  charge  <»f  tht?  Marshal  of  (uor- 
e'\n.  '24"  African-*  tjik«'n  out  t-f  a  South  Anieriron  priv:»tciM-,  the  "  Cjoucral 
It  imin*?:,"  irhoxe  cretr  mutinicil,  and  brouckt  the  vessel  into  Si.  Marj/'*t, 
Cfi-^r;:i(i.  —  Lottt'r  i>f  S»t'v  of  Nnvv.  7th  Ki'S'y.  18Q1.  *'  A  <lei-i^Iun  of  the 
Supn*nu'  Court  in  t!ie  cino  of  th»'  *  Oi»nrri|  R;smirr/.,'  placnl  under  the  ruii- 
ln»l  of  the  Ciovenwncnt  front  I'J'i  t)  130  Africans,  who  wrro  l>rou^ht  inli) 
(leorgin,  and  arnmgfni'^ntH  an*  m:ikin<»  to  send  (h<m  to  tht  Ai^CHOj-'' — 
•  (f.ilxTia.)—U.'port  of  S..c*y  of  Na^y,  \\x.  2J.  10-:.'>. 

D 
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brick,  5,000  feet  of  a.s8orleil  limbor,  30  barrels  of  ship  l>ri'at1, 
iii}»ht  of  tar,  four  of  piicli,  four  of  rosin,  aiicl  two  of  lui-peu» 

in  tlio  simple  tjraiit  of  power  to  an  acront  to  receive  rccap- 
likreil  iioLjroes,  it  rLM|uirt»s  broad  const nnli«»n  to  tirnJ  a  uvant 
of  uullionly  to  c«>lo[uzc  thrin,  lo  builil  houses  for  thrui,  to 
luruisli  iheni  wiili  famiiii'^  utuIu^L)s,  to  pay  ingtructfrs  to 
leacli  them,  lo  purcba^e  shij»s  for  their  cnmmorce,  to  buihl 
foils  for  their  protection,  to  supply  them  with  aniw  ntiJ  nm- 
uiiious,  uud  lo  employ  the  army  aiul  navy  in  their  cK  .♦" 

It  cmioot  be  druied  that  the  friends  of  Cohinizatioii  had 
giuat  encouragement  to  pmceed  in  their  warfare  ntjainst  the 
tilave  trmle.  Accordinijlv  Mr.  Mercer,  a^  the  chainnan  of 
tl»c  committee  to  whom  a  memorial  from  th^  Society  had 
bceu  referred,  reported  (May  yth,  IbriO.)  a  Bill  iHrorjtorntiuit 
tJte  >  I,  and  another  mr  slave  fratir,  piniri/ :   and 

likevNibtj  two  resolution''.  —  Lae  lust  re  tiijlhe  Prehidenl 

U)  ne>^u(iate  with  t"  -4^  •»  on  ;/«.  fm-aiKr  of  ■   * 

aft  entire  HHii  i/ioi  n  of  ^'        '         '-.■■.  ;      i^,,,, 

another  re«p»e!*tini:  liii.i  i.»  ill  ii%c  c-urb  u-  -i  ;ii.  jM.o.ic  nnned 
vessels  au  mnv  aid  tlw?  ttfort*  of  ikt.  Cidonizufum  Sortrfti. 
The  tinjt  renolulion  was  adopted,  ami  the  con^idrration  f)f 
the  other  postp)ned.  A  few  days  after,  (May  15th.)  the  Act 
niakinq  the  African  slave  trade  piratical,  was  ]»assed.  l^ut 
luws  do  not  execute  lh«'m>elvf»s  :  and  if  any  slave  trader  ha» 
«ufibred  death  in  the  United  as  a  pirate,  we  confess 

our  iirnurance  of  the  fart.* 

l^  certainly  recpiircil  some  little  assurance  in  li.o  House 
of  W  ontalivej*,  thus  lo  order  a  neu'otiation  with  fi^rcicn 

j)owois,  lor  the  sn-  •  ^i<m  of  the  trade,  when  the  Federal 
(iovernmcnl  had  ii.-cii  tu-en  so  remiss  in  its  i-'froils,  that  both 
liousos  of  the  Hrilij^h  Parliament  had,  the  sqqx  hcjor     '^Ay 

^  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  i,  .^  I.—    -    ■  I    ■ .    .  <—      ■  ^.    ■      I.      I    ^     ■        ■      ■    ■         I,  ,       ■  ■  i^' '       ■        —  ■  — 

•  di'iiiite  Document*.     2  8c«*.  C  f  • 

tin  1300.  •     '  \  till'  S  \.>u   \.nK,  ru..l  ff.m- 

mamlcJ  by  A       ,        i.  ■•ofCl  ,;;),  wnn  .aj'tijifd  i.n 

tho  cua^t  oi  Africa,  by  the  United  Slater  Ship,  Cyunp,  and  Lac«Mto»ent  homo 
fur  ttial-  Titc  trial  HH)k  place  in  ibe  Cirmit  Court  ofilio  Uniic-d  SfAirs.  bo* 
f<»iv  Judge  Story.  Tin?  evulenco  \*Bi  full  ond  uner|uivocal ;  LiiC(>>U'  was 
('itMvicU'd.  ni)d  -enlcr»ceJ  to  tive  \ curs'  impriiotinn'i.t,  nui\  t«»  llie  pii\ri:t  nt  of 
a-6ne  of  $'3,000.  Uud  tlio  crime  been  cijmnuti«-<l  n  few  muiitb.H  luter,  tbe 
p<"nalty  would  havfi  been  dr-uth,  under  the  n<^\v  law,  dechninir  the  triid«;  pira- 
fv.  Lacostc  received  a  full  pardon  frutn  ibe  President,  and  the  reader  inuy 
thfT.ce  judge,  whether  had  he  been  convicted  a.s  a  pirate,  hia  life  woul  1  hvo 
been  njuch  in  dnoger.  Tlie  rea«oni«  a*!<igned  for  the  paidtin,  uere  youtl).  prc- 
vio:;- good  charociev,  and  an  ageJ  mother. — ^.'iks't  Register,   April '29^ 


[ 
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1^19,)  aildresbctl  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  hiin  tu  renew 
**  }iifl  beneficent  entleavorH,  more  especially  with  the  (iov- 
erninents  of  Fmncc  and  the  United  States  of  AynericUy  for  tlie 
cU'ectwal  attainment  of  an  object  wo  all  profess  to  have  in 
view  :"  Hn«l  a  lu-irotiation  had  already  been  actually  com- 
rncnced  with  onr  Government,  propoj*ing  to  concede  *'  to 
each  otlier's  ships  of  war,  a  (pialified  riirht  of  search,  with  a 
power  of  dftrtinin?^  llie  vessels  of  either  State,  with  slavcft 
at'tualhj  nn  6oard  :"*  and  a  ]>o>itiv(;  refusal  to  this  proposal 
had  already  been  returned.  There  is  no  evidence  that  our 
'lovenimcnt  ever  took  a  single  measure  in  consequence  of 
iuM  reriolution  ;  antl  und»;r  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
■  ^  i.i  not  unchur"' 'I'l*'  ^"  b<)i'  v.-.  rhnr  it  wa^*  intended  lo  savo 
'i>P»"arunres. 

\\  <•  nuL'^t  now  bei^  the  reader's  attention  lo  a   new  act,  ijj 
:iis  farce  of  suppress  in  *i^  the  slave  tra<le. 

In    1^11,  our  i^overnment  concludfd   a   war  with  (irent 

Hrilait>,  and  in  the  treaty  of  p«'ncr,  irave  its  assent  to  the  fol- 

>wincj  article.     '*  Whereas  the  trafHc  in  slaves  is  irreconci- 

tblc  with  ihi;  principles  of  humanity  aiid  justice  ;  and  wliere- 

!S  His  M  liestv  and  the   Tnite/l  States   aie  desirous  of  con- 

inuincT  ihrir  eflorts  to  ])n)mote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  herc- 

I,  tliat  both  the  contraetinir  })arlies  shall  use  their 

a.  t  ci;t:c:ivors  tf»  accomjdish  so  desirable  nn  object.'' 

On  till' 'J'-ilh  January,    1S2:J,   Mr.   Stratford   Canninir,   tiie 

'.ritish   Minister  at    V.'ashin{rt«in,    addressinl  a   letter  to  the 

Secre^tnry  of  State,  remindintj^  him  of  this  pledcje,  and  callint( 

on  the  American  (iov«Tnm«'.nt  either  to  assent  to  the  plan 

proposed  by  (rreat  l>ritain,'or  tosucrgest  some  other  efficient 

•  ne  in  its  j)lace.     After  the  reception  of  this  letter,  and  be- 

•re  the  return  of  an   answer.  tl:<'  following  resolution  was 

"issed  (?Sth  Feb.)  by  the  II  i'  [Representatives,  viz. 

"  liesolved,  that  the  rr«sidfnt  «»f  the  United  Slates  bo  re- 

;uested  to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  from  time  to  time,  such 

net^otiations  with  the  several  maritime  ]iowers  of  Euiope  and 

America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  aboli- 

*ion  of  the  African  slave  trade,  nnd  its  i/ltimate  dcnv.nciation 

:.t  piraiy,  under  the  hncs  of  nv.tiomy  hy  the  consent  of  the  civ- 

iized  irorhiy 

The  British  Minister  was  then  informed,  in  answer  to  his 
letter,  that  the  jdan  proposed  by  the  L^iited  States  was  a- 
mxLtual  stipulation  to  annex  the  penalty  of  piracy  to  the  of- 
cnco  of  participating  in  the  trade,  by  the  citizens  and  sub- 


*  Lutter  fcom  Lord  Canlarccgh  to  Mc  Rush,  June  20,  13i8. 
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)ccls  of  the  two  parlies.  Mi.  Canning  rcplic<l,  that  "  (Jn-at 
J^ritain  desires  no  oiher,  than  that  iujy  ot"  licr  subjects  who 
so  far  defy  the  laws,  and  dishonor  the  character  of  llieir 
country  as  to  eni^aije  in  a  trade  of  blocnl,  proscribed  iu>t  nioru 
liy  the  act  of  tlie  K?gislaturc,  than  by  the  iialional  feehnir, 
should  be  detected  and  brought  to  ju>lice  even  by  /t;r<  ^:,,'ii 
/uinds,  and  from  under  the  i)rotecU<ni  <>f  ht^r  flag."  lie  nev- 
ertheless urgeil  a  limited  concession  of  tlio  right  of  nearch, 
as  liie  only  practical  ciue  of  the  evil ;  and  he  coinmunicale<l 
tlic  fact,  that  so  late  as  Januar)',  1S22,  it  was  stated  otiicially 
)»y  the  iJovenior  of  Siena  Leone,  "  that  tlie  fine  rivers  of 
Nunez  and  l*ongas  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  rene- 
gade European,  and  ^ I ;wfr/V«/i  slave  traders."  lie  then  pro- 
])Osed  that  a  mutual  right  of  search  should  l>c  conceded,  to 
be  confined  to  a  fixed  number  of  crui.'*eii»  on  each  side  ;  to 
be  restricted  to  certain  parts  of  the  ocean  ;  and  lliat  to  pre- 
vent abuses,  these  cruisers  should  act  under  regulations  pre- 
pared by  mutual  consent;  and  moreover,  that  this  conces- 
sion should  l>e  made  oidy  ft»r  a  short  tiiiK?,  that  if  found  in- 
convenient in  practice,  it  might  be  discontinued.* 

But  tlie  Republic  siood  on  its  ditj;nity,  and  would  not  con- 
descend to  viehl  a  cnnces>ion  which  (Jreat  Britain,  Franco, 
S[)ain,  Portugal,  tlie  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and 
Sardinia,  have  thought  it  no degiadation  to  make  in  tl»e  cauw 
of  humanilv. 

But  still  the  American  (iovemment  w;is  re/-// anxious  that 
every  man  of  every  nation,  wlio  engaged  in  the  traflic  of 
slaves  on  the  coast  t»f  Africa,  (iu»t  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,) should  be  hung  by  the  neck  till  he  was  dead  ;  and  forth- 
with, in  ol)edien<e  to  the  resolution  of  ribth  February,  des- 
jiatchos  were  forwarded  to  the  Cabinets  of  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Russia,  the  Netherlands,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Co- 
lumbia, aunounrlng  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
clare the  trade  piracy,  by  the  comnu)n  consent  of  nations. 

It  is  generally  understixwl,  that  a  pirate  is  an  enemy  to  the 
human  race,  and  may  be  put  to  death  by  any  government  in 
whose  hands  he  may  chance  to  fall.  Jf  this  w:ls  not  the  pur- 
port of  the  proposition  t)f  the  House  of  Representafivj's,  that 
the  trade  should  be  denounced  **  as  imuacv  under  the  laws 
of  nations,  by  the  toimnt  of  the  rhUizrd  vnrltiy  we  may 
well  ask,  what  did  it  mean  ? 

On  the  24th  June,   1S23,  instructions  were  forwarded  to 


'  Letter  from  Mr.  Sualftud  Canning  to  tlic  JSccreUr^  of  State,  IGth  April, 
13'j3. 
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our  Ministor  in  Encjland,  aiitliorizing  him  to  conclude  a 
treaty  ^vit!i  (J real  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  tiade, 
nil  certain  conditions.  "  The  dr(i/t  of  a  convention."  says 
tlie  Secretary  of  Stale,  "is  hcrewitli  enclosed,  which,  IF  the 
British  (lovernment  should  aij^rec!  to  treat  upon  this  subject, 
on  the  bitsis  of  a  Ici^i.^hitii c  prohibition  (»f  the  slave  trade  by 
})oth  parlies  under  the  penalties  of  imkacv,  you  are  authori- 
zed to  propose  and  conclude." 

Now  it  should  be  remembered,  that  at  this  time  the  trade 
WJLS  nr»t  piratical  by  llie  British  laws,  and  the  English  Minis- 
try couNl  n<»t  make  it  so  by  treaty.  W'e  therefore  proposed 
a  condition  with  which  nossiblv,  they  mif':ht  not  liave  it  in 
their  power  to  comply.  Tlie  ministry,  however,  when  mndo 
ac(piainted  with  the  cr»n<lition,  felt  coidident  of  the  acquies- 
cence of  ParliannMit.  "  The  British  Plenipotentiaries,"  says 
Mr.  Uu.sh,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  "  crave  their 
unhesitating  consent  to  the  princijde  of  denouncini^  the  traf- 
fic Tis  pinu'v,  proridiil  we  could  arrive  at  a  common  mind  tm 
all  the  other  parts  of  the.  plan  proposed." 

The  treaty,  nearly  verbatim,  with  a  draft  sent  from  Wash- 
intjton,  was  sii^med  at  Lond<>n  on  the  13lli  March,  1S24  ;  and 
a  few  days  aficrwanis,  nccfrrdinij  to  a  ])revious  understand- 
inc^,  and  in  fulfifment  of  the  rondit'um  exacted  by  lis,  Parlia- 
ment passr'il  an  Act,  d'eclarini:  that  all  British  subjects  found 
t^uilty  of  slave  iradin^^,  "  sliall  suflcr  death  without  benefit  of 
clerLcy,  and  l«»ss  of  lands,  ^oods,  and  chattels,  as  riuATi:s, 
felons,  and  njbbcrs  iipon  the  sca.«,  ouj^ht  t(»  suffer." 

This  treaty  provided  in  substance,  that  the  cruisers  of 
either  party  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  Amirira,  and  tlic  West 
Indies,  mi'^ht  seize  slaves  under  the  flacj  of  the  other,  and 
send  them  /mmr  to  the  comitry  to  which  they  belontfed,  where 
lliey  should  be  proceeded  aijainst  as  pirates.  So  that  in  fact, 
the  whole  concession  made  by  us  to  (Treat  Britain,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  permittinii^  her  to  arrest  our  pirates,  and  to 
deliver  them  to  our  courts  for  trial  ;  and  in  return,  she  grant- 
ed tis  precisely  the  same  ri«;ht  with  respect  to  licr  pirates. 

The  treaty  was  submitted  of  course  to  the  Senate  for  rati- 
fication, which,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  ca.se,  one 
AV(Mil(rthink,  must  have  followed  as  a  matter  of  course.  The 
Senate,  liowever,  ihouefht  otherwise.  The  treaty  was  laid 
befinc  them  on  the  .'30lh  of  April ;  but  as  they  delayed  to 
act  upon  it,  the  British  *Ministpr  at  Washinofton  became  un- 
easy, and  on  the  l(3th  of  May,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  complaining  of  the  postponement  of  the 
ratification,  especially  as  the  project  of  the  convention  had 
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ongi/uUcd  with  the  United  Stated ;  and  as  Great  Britain  "  liad 
not  hesitated  an  instant  to  comply  witli  the  jnehniinary  act 
desireil  by  the  President,"  tlie  legislative  prohibition  ot'  the 
slave  trade  under  the  })enalties  ut"  piracy. 

The  President  naturally  feeling  his  own  good  faitli  coni- 
promitted  by  the  hesitati«»n  of  the  Senate,  now  sent  them  a 
confidential  message,  urging  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
He  remarked  that  the  rejection  of  tlic  treaty  would  subject 
the  E-xecutive,  Congress,  and  the  Nation,  "  to  the  charge  of 
vhsincerity  respecting  the  great  result  of  the  final  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade.  To  invite  tdl  nations  with  the  statute  of 
])iracy  in  our  liands,  to  adopt  its  principles  as  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  yet  to  deny  to  all  the  common  rights  of  search  for 
the  pirate,  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to  detect  without 
entering  and  searching  the  vessel,  would  expose  us  not  sim- 
ply to  tlie  charge  of  inconsistency." 

The  Senate  after  loni;  debates,  finally  ratified  the  treaty, 
in  a  mutilated  form.  'J'hev  struck  out  me  word,  "America," 
in  the  clause  authorizing  the  seizure  of  slavers  on  "  the  coasts 
of  Africa,  America,  and  the  West  Indies."  They  also  ex- 
punged the  articles  applying  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  to 
vessels  chartered^  as  well  as  owned  by  the  citizens  or  sul>- 
jects  of  either  party  ;  and  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either 
j)arty  carrying  on  the  tratle  under  yj^rr  '  and  they 

added  an   article   authorizing  either  party  tu  Lerminatc  the 
treaty  at  any  time,  on  giving  six  months  notice. 

It  will  have  been  observed  from  the  documents  we  have 
quoted,  that  the  slaves  imported  into  the  I'^nited  States,  have 
been  chiefly  introduced  through  the  Spanish  possessions  on 
our  southern  frontiers  ;  slavers  direct  from  ^Vfrica,  rarely 
having  the  hardihood  to  enter  our  poits,  and  discharge  their 
cargoes  ;  while  small  vessels  from  the  West  Indies,  have 
occasionally  found  their  way  into  the  southern  waters.  Of 
course  the  treaty  as  altered  by  the  Senate,  would  aflbrd  but 
little  interruption  to  this  mode  of  stocking  the  plantations  of 
Louisiana  and  the  neiorhborinsr  States. 

As  ckartcrcfJ  \esseh  were  excepted,  our  traders  would  only 
have  to  hire  slavers  instead  of  owning  them,  to  be  exempted 
from  the  hazard  of  bcin<i  arrested  and  sent  home  for  trial, 
by  British  ofhcers  ;  or  even  if  on  board  their  o^vn  vessels,  by 
running  up  a  forelgti  Jiag,  they  would  escape  the  jienallies 
of  piracy. 

The  British  Cabinet  refused  to  agree  to  the  treaty  thus 
despoiled  of  all  its  efficiency^  but  with  wonderful  simplicity, 
-they  proposed  to  i-estrict  tl>e  right  of  search  on  the  coast  of 
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America,  to  tho  coast  of  the  southern  States.  This  proposi- 
tion was  of  course,  ])roniptly  rejected  by  our  JMinister  in 
Eiicrlaiid. 

The  Jiritish  Govcmment  vainly  cherisliing  the  hope,  thnt 
the  United  States  miuht  still  consent  to  some  combined  ef- 
fort to  destroy  a  trade  they  professed  to  abhor,  ofiiercd 
thniuph  their  Minister  at  Washington,  to  consent  to  a  treaty, 
■word  for  wt»rd  the  same  as  the  one  the  Senate  had  ratified, 
with  the  sin<^de  exception  of  restoring  the  wortl, "  America." 
To  this,  Mr.  Clav,  then  Secretary  of  State,  replied,  that 
*'  from  the  views  entertained  by  the  Senate,  it  Avould  seem 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient  any  longer  to  continue  tho  ne- 
gotiation respcctinij  the  shivc  convention,  with  any  hope  that 
it  can  assume  a  form  satisiactory  to  both  parlies.  'J  hat  a 
simihir  conv(;nlion  h;id  l)een  formed  with  CoUimbia,  on  tho 
lUtli  Dcci-mbcr,  lb:il,  ex<('ptimr  ihat  the  coast  of  Aincrica 
was  (-.rn'ptt'tJ  from  itHo/icratiun  ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  tliis 
conciliatory  lUutuic,  tlic  Senate  had  bjj  a  lar^e  majouty  r$- 
JuMul  to  rafifji  it."* 

Negi)tiations  have  since  been  renewed  on  this  subject; 
and  L'rancc  has  united  with  (ireat  Britain,  in  uredn'^^  tb© 
Cabinet  at  Wasiiington  to  co-operate  with  them  in  ])utting 
an  end  to  the  African  slave  trade.  The  correspondence  has 
not  been  made  public,  but  wo  learn  iVom  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view, for  July,  lb3G,  that  the  final  answer  of  the  American 
Government  i.>?,  that  "  under  no  cotitiition,  in  no  form,  and 
wilh  no  restriction,  will  the  United  States  enter  into  am/  am- 
vention,  or  treat i/,  or  comhined  efforts  of  any  sent  r>?-  l-rnd  inth 
other  nations,  for  the  suppression  of  this  trade.*' 

To  our  readers  we  leave  the  task  of  making  their  omi 
comments  on  this  histoiy  of  duplicity  and  hypocrisy  ;  -and 
proceed  to  other  details. 

On  the  2nd  November,  1825,  the  Columbian  Minister  at 
"Washington,  in  the  name  of  his  Government,  invited  the 
United  States  to  send  delegates  to  a  Congress  of  the  South 
American  Republics,  to  T»e  held  at  Panama.  In  enumera- 
ting the  topics  to  be  discussed  in  the  proposed  Congress,  he 
remarked  ;  *'  The  consideration  of  means  to  be  adopted  for 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  is  a  subject 
€acred  to  humanity,  and  interestiuir  to  the  policy  of  the  Amer- 
ican States.     To  eifect  it,  their  energetic,  general,  and  imi- 


*  The  dnrumonts  q^otod  on  tlii?  siihjoct,  may  he  found  in  State  Papers, 
IstSi'??.  19  Conff.  V(.l.  1.  And  in  Reports  of  Committees,  1st  Sess.  21 
Cong.  Vol.  3.  No'.  a4a,. 


96  iNTEurr.RENCi:  for  cvha.  » 

form  ro«opcration  is  clesLraMo.  At  fhc  propoxidon  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  Columbia  made  a  convention  ^vitll  tl)em  on  tliis 
.subject,  wbich  hoji  not  hvcn  ratijied  bif  the  Cwvernment  of  the 
United  Statca.  Would  that  America,  whicli  does  not  tliink 
politic  what  is  unjust,  contribute  in  union,  and  with  common 
consent,  to  tlic  tjood  ot'Atiica!" 

This  document  wa.s  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the 
16lh  January,  182G,  a  committee  of  tlic  Senate  made  a  re- 
port in  relation  to  it^  in  which  they  obscnx* :  "  The  United 
States  have  not  certainly  the  right,  and  ouc^ht  never  to  feel 
the  inclination  to  dictate  to  others  who  may  differ  with  them 
on  this  ftid>jcct,"  (the  slave  trade,)  "nor  do  the  committee 
see  tl)e  expediency  of  in.sultinii  othci-  Stftte.s-  hi/  asrcnditii!  the 
vwral  chair,  and  j)roclaiminij^  from  thence  mere  abstract  prin- 
ciples, of  the  rectitude  of  which  each  nation  enjoys  the  per- 
fect ricfht  of  deciding  f'>r  itself" 

The  remark?  made  on  this  occasion  bv  Mr.  W  bite,  a  Sen- 
ator  from  Tennessee,  are  worthy  of  obsenation.  **  in  these 
new  States  (the  S.  American  Republics.)  some  of  them  have 
])«it  it  down  in  their  I'undamental  law,  '  that  whoever  owns  a 
slave  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen.*  Is  it  then  Ht  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  disturb  the  (piiet  of  the  xotithern  nnd  ircst- 
r.rn  Slates  upon  any  subject  connected  with  slavery  ?  I  think 
not.  Can  it  be  the  desire  of  any  prominent  politician  in  the 
United  Slates,  to  (\ivide  us  into  parties  ujion  the  subject  of 
.slavery  ?  1  hope  not.  Let  us  then  cease  to  talk  about  slave- 
ry in  this  House;  let  us  cease  to  negotiate  upon  any  subject 
connected  with  it." 

We  have  seen  most  abundantly,  that  slaveholdei's  have  no 
ol)jcction  to  talk  about  slavery  in  (congress,  or  fo  negotiate 
about  it  with  foreign  nations,  when  the  object  is  to  guard  their 
beloved  institution  from  dancjer.  It  is  only  on  the  abomina- 
tions  of  the  system,  and  the  means  of  removing  it,  that  every 
tongue  must  be  mute,  and  the  Federal  Government  ])assive. 
Turaing  from  the  consideration  of  our  professions,  as  con- 
trasted with  our  conduct  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  let  us  next  take  a  view  of 

The  efforts  of  the  Federal  Goverxmemt  to  prevent 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  island  of  cuba. 

At  the  time  of  the  Congress  of  Panama,  Spain  was  still 
at  war  with  her  late  colonies,  and  of  course  they  were  au- 
thorized by  every  principle  of  national  law,  as  well  as  of  self- 
defence,  to  carry  their  arms  into  the  dominions  of  their  ene- 
my.    Cuba  was  at  a  short  distance,  devoted  to  the  royal 
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cause,  and  aftording  a  depot  for  the  naval  force  ever  ready 
to  prey  upon  tlie  commerce  of  the  rejniblics.  I'nder  these 
circumstances,  Mexicit  and  Columbia  meditated  the  invasion 
and  concjuest  of  that  island.  But  these  republics,  on  achiev- 
ini;  their  own  freedom,  had  given  freedom  to  their  slaves ; 
and  it  was  probable  that  they  would  manifest  ecjual  regard 
for  human  rights,  were  they  to  become  masters  of  Cuba. 
These  remarks  will  explain  the  following  extract  from  the 
instructions  <T^iven  to  the  ministers  appointed  to  represent  the 
United  States  at  the  Congress  of  Panama. 

"  It  is  rtMpiired  by  the  frank  and  friendly  relations  which 
we  mo.st  anxiously  desire  ever  to  cherish  witli  the  new  repub- 
lics that  you  slH)uid,  withoiit  resene,  explicitly  state  that  the 
United  States  have  too  nnich  at  stake,  in  the  fortunes  of  Cu- 
ba, to  allow  them  to  see  with  indilference  a  war  of  invasion 
pntsecuted  in  a  desolating  manner,  or  to  see  employed,  in  the 
p»n'i)Oses  of  such  a  war,  one  race  of  the  inhabitants  combat- 
ting a<'^ainst  another,  upon  principles  and  with  motives  that 
must  inevitably  lead,  if  not  to  the  extermination  of  one  party 
or  the  other,  to  the  most  shocking  excesses.  The  humanity 
of  the  United  States  in  res])ect  to  the  weaker,  and  which  in 
such  a  terrible  struggle  would  prf)bably  be  the  suffering  por- 
tion, and  the  duty  to  defend  themselves  against  the  contais'ton 
of  such  near  and  dan^i'rous  examples,  would  constrain  them, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  losing  the  friendship  of  Mexico  and  Co- 
lumbia, to  eniplny  all  the  means  necessary  to  their  secu- 
rity."* 

The  obvious  meaning  of  all  this,  in  plain  English,  divested 
of  its  diplomatic  circumlocutirm,  is  simply  that  the  Federal 
Government,  in  order  to  protect  the  slavery  of  the  South 
from  the  shock  it  might  receive  from  emancijiation  in  Cuba, 
wouM,  if  necessary,  go  to  war  with  our  sister  republics  to 
prevent  the  invasion  of  that  ishind. 

Hut  so  hmg  as  Spain  refused  to  acknowledge  the  indepen- 
dence of  her  revolted  colonies,  the  war  would  be  continued, 
Cuba  woidd  be  exposed  to  invasion,  and  the  slave  States  to 
the  "  contan-ion  "  of  emancipation.  Hence  the  cabinet  at 
Washinirton  became  exceedingly  anxious  to  act  the  part  of 
peace-makers.  Our  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg  was  instruc- 
ted "to  endeavor  to  emrnge  the  Russian  Government  to 
contribute  its  best  exertions  towards  terminating  the  exis- 
timr  contest  between  Spain  and  her  colonies.     From  the  vi- 


•  LeUers  of  Instructions  from  Mr.  Clay,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Messrs.  Arr 
dorson  and  Sargeant,  Gth  May,  ISQG. 
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cinity  of  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  its  valuable  commerce 
and  the  natHrt-  vf  iU  popttJdtifm,  Uieir  govcnimout  cannot  be 
inditi'ercnt  to  any  polilical  change  to  wliicli  tluit  island  may 
be  destined."* 

Spain  also  was  implored,  tliniugb  the  American  Minister 
at  i^latlrid,  to  be  reconciled  to  lier  undutiiul  children.  ** It 
is  not  for  the  new  republics,''  said  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  letter  (27lh 
April,  lb2o,)  to  Mr.  Everett,  "that  the  President  wishes  you 
to  urge  upon  Spain  the  expediency  of  concluding  the  war. 
If  the  war  should  contirue  between  Spain  and  the  new  re- 
publics, and  those  islands  (Cuba  and  l\»rtM  Rico)  should  l)e- 
come  the  object  and  theatre  of  it,  their  lintunes  have  such  a 
connexion  with  ihe  people  of  the  L'nited  States,  that  they 
could  not  be  indilVerent  spectators;  and  the  possible  contin- 
gencies of  a  j)rotracted  war  mii*ht  hrini^  u}Mm  tJu  Gorcnuntnt 
of  the  United  Stutcx  ilutics  and  ithliiidtums,  the  jurformanct  of 
which,  hnicecer  painful  it  shoKld  In ,  thtij  mtirht  not  be  at  liber- 
ty to  decline.'"  t 

The  proposed  invasion  was  abandoned ;  but  the  fears  of 
our  Government  were  not  allayed.  The  war  continued,  and 
some  contingency  arisuig  from  it,  mie;hl  give  liberty  to  the 
lens  of  thousands  in  Cuba  pining  in  bonds.  A  new  attempt 
was  made  to  induce  Spain  to  remove  llie  danger  by  conclu- 
ding the  war.  On  the  2:^d  October,  Ib^O,  Mr.  A'an  Buren 
then  Secretar}*  of  State,  instructed  Mr.  Van  Ness,  our  Min- 
ister in  Spain,  to  press  ujxm  that  court  a  reconciliation  with 
the  South  American  republics.  "  Con.-:itlerations,"  he  re- 
marked, ''connected  with  a  certain  class  of  our  poj/ulalinn,  viakc 
it  the  interest  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Utfion,  that  no  at- 
tempt should  be  n}ade  in  that  island  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
Spanish  dependence;  the  first  effect  of  which  woidd  be  the 
sudden  emancipation  qf  a  numcrowt  slave  population,  uhose  re- 
sult could  not  but  be  very  sensibly  felt  upon  the  adjacent  shores 
of  the  United  States.'' 

Fortunate  it  is  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  that  the  great- 
est republic  upon  earth  had  not  the  power  to  })revent  *' the 
Buddiiu  emanci})ation  of  a  numerous  slave  po])ulation  "  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838:  "whose  re- 
sult," blessed  be  God,  is  and  will  be  "very  sensibly  felt  on  the 
adjacent  shores  of  the  United  States." 

The  subject  of  the  Panama  mission  was  debated  at  great 
length  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  frequent  allusions 


•  Letters  from  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  iSIiddlcton,  lOih  iMay,  182G. 
t  Senate  Dooimients,  1st,  Sess.  19  Cong.  vol.  3. 
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\v€rc  made  by  the  speakers  to  Cuba.     Let  us  hearken  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  some  of  our  repubhcan  legislators. 

Mr.  Kandoli'U  ot*  \  irginia  :  "  Cuba  possesses  an  innnense 
negro  population.  In  case  those  States  (Mexico  and  Colum- 
bia) should  invade  Cuba  at  all,  it  is  unquestionable  that  this 
invasion  will  be  made  with  this  j)rinciple,  —  this  genius  of 
universal  emancij)ati()n,  —  this  sweejnng  anathema  against 
the  white  poj)ulation  in  front,  —  and  then,  sir,u'/iat  is  tltc  ait- 
iio.tum  of  t/tc  .southern  States  /" 

Mr.  Johnson  of  L(juisiana:  "  AVe  know  that  Columbia 
nnd  iNIexico  liave  long  contemj)lated  the  independence  of 
that  island  (Cuba.)  The  final  decision  is  now  to  be  made, 
and  the  combination  of  forces  and  plan  «jf  attack  to  be  formed. 
A\'hat,  then,  at  such  a  crisis,  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Crov- 
crnmeiit  '.  Send  your  ministers  instantly  to  this  diplf)matic 
assembly,  where  the  measure  is  maturing.  Advit>e  Avith 
lluMu  —  remonstrate  —  mknace,  if  necessary,  against  a  step 
so  dangerous  to  us,  and  ])erhaps  fatal  to  them." 

Mr.  J>KKuiEN  of  Georgia  :  "  The  (piestion  to  be  determined 
is  this  .  With  a  due  rej^ard  to  the  safety  of  the  southern 
States,  can  you  sutii-r  these  islands  (Cuba  and  P(Uto  Rico)  to 
jjass  into  the  hands  of  J5UCAX1HUS,  drunk  with  their  new- 
born liberty  ?  If  our  interests  and  our  safety  .shall  re<juiie 
us  to  say  to  these  new  republics,  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  must. 
Tcmain  as  they  are,  we  art-  free  to  say  it,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  God  and  the  strength  itf  our  anus,  to  enforce  the  declara- 
tion ;  and  let  me  say  to  gentlemen,  these  high  considerations 
do  re<juire  it.     The  rital  interests  <jf  the   South  demand  it." 

These  new  republics  were  stigmatized  by  this  honorable 
gentleman  as  bucaniers  ;  not  that  they  were  robbers,  but  be- 
cause they  had  ceased  to  rob  the  ])oor  and  helpless  ;  and  the 
evidence  of  their  being  drunk  with  liberty,  was  \\\Q\r  j^racti- 
cal  acknowledgement  of  the  ]irincipk;s  of  human  lights,  pr<^■ 
Jessed  in  our  declaration  of  independence. 

Mr.  Fi.oVD  of  \'irginia :  "  So  far  as  I  can  see,  in  all  its 
bearings,  it  (the  Panama  Congress)  looks  to  the  conquest  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  ;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing  them  from 
the  crown  of  Spain.  The  interests,  if  not  safety  of  our  own 
country,  would  rather  re(juire  us  to  interpose  to  prevent  such 
an  event,  and  I  would  rather  take  up  arms  to  prevent,  than 
to  accelerate  such  an  occurrence." — Congressional  DehateSy 
2  d  vol. 

The  facts  and  sentiments  we  have  now  exhibited,  prove 
beyond  cavil,  that  this  mighty  republic  volunteered  to  solicit 
the  aid  of  foreign  monarchs  to  perpetuate  slavery  in  Cuba, 
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ainl  was  8hY>ngly  disposed  to  incur  tlic  liazard  and  calamities 
of  war  in  the  cause, — not  of  lil>erty,  but  of  bondao^e. 

Having  noticed  our  watchful  gtmrdianship  over  Cuba,  we 
will  next  atlvcit  to 

THK    IIOSTIMTV    OF    THE    FeDF.RAL    GOVERNMENT    TO    HaYTI. 

To  do  justice  to  this  part  of  our  subject,  we  must  hco;  the 
patience  «)f  our  reader  while  we  brieHy  lay  before  him  a  few 
historical  facts. 

The  Island  of  St.  Domingo  was  one  of  the  most  valuable 
colonies  belonc^ini,'  to  the  crown  of  France.  It  is  about  450 
miles  lonij,  and  loO  wide.  Its  population  in  1790,  was  esti- 
mated as  follows  : 

White  inhabitants,  42,000 

Free  colored  inhabitants^  44,000 

Slaves,  600,000 


Total,  GSr>,000 

Of  the  free  colore<l  itihabitants,  numerically  cfpial  with  the 
whites,  many  were  men  of  education  and  ]uoperty,  landed 
I^roprietors,  and  the  holders  of  slaves.  Still  they  were  de- 
barred from  all  political  privileges  on  account  of  their  com- 
plexion. At  the  commencf.nnent  of  the  French  Kev«>lution, 
the  National  Assembly  abolishe<l  this  discrimination  on  ac- 
count of  color,  and  gave  the  yn-e  blacks  in  the  colonies,  the 
same  civil  rights  that  were  possessed  by  their  white  brethren. 
The  pride  of  the  latter  led  them  to  refuse  submission  to  this 
humiliating  decree  of  the  mother  countiy,  and  a  rin'l  war 
between  the  whites  and  the  free  blacks,  ensued.  No  inter- 
ference whatever  with  the  rights  of  slaveholders  as  such,  had 
at  this  time  been  attempted,  either  in  France  or  the  colony; 
and  the  dissensions  which  convulsed  the  island,  for  a  long 
time  related  exclusively  to  the  political  condition  of  the  free 
colored  population.  In  August,  1701,  a  partial  insunection 
of  the  slaves  occurred,  favored  by  the  quarrels  of  their  mas- 
ters. In  some  instances  the  free  blacks  united  with  the 
wliites,  in  their  efforts  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  and  in 
others,  they  availed  themselves  of  the  aid  of  the  revolted 
slaves,  against  the  planters. 

In  1792,  the  French  Government  sent  over  three  commis- 
sioners with  GOOO  troops,  to  enforce  their  decree  respecting 
the  free  blacks,  and  to  restore  order.  INIany  of  the  planters, 
however,  still  resisted  ;  while  others  took  sides  with  the 
Government,  and  the  distractions  of  the  island  wei-e  now 
aggravated  by  a  civil  war  between  the  whites  themselves. 
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A  portion  of  the  planters,  abhorring  the  attempt  of  the 
Government  to  elevate  the  free  blacks  to  a  political  equality 
with  themselves,  now  intrigued  with  Great  Britain  to  seize 
upon  the  island,  and  thus  to  save  them  from  the  degradin*'- 
conse<iuen(:es  of  republican  principles.  In  compliance  with 
their  invitation,  conveyed  through  their  agent,  ^l.  Charmilly, 
an  expedition  was  fitted  out  at  Jamaic^i.,  for  the  capture  of 
St.  Domingo  ;  and  on  the  I'Jth  Sept.,  1703,  anived  at  Jere- 
mie.  Only  a  few  days  before  the  appearance  of  the  British 
lleet  on  the  coast,  one  t»f  the  French  commissioners,  A^ho 
happened  at  the  moment  to  be  acting  alone,  in  the  absence 
of  his  colleagues,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  intended 
invasion,  and  knowing  the  disafiection  of  the  planters,  issued 
a  hasty  pnjclamation,  giving  frw^dom  to  all  the  slaves,  as  thei, 
ouly  means  of  preserving  the  colony  from  ron(|uest.* 

The  free  negroes  an»l  the  manutnitted  slaves  united  in  de- 
fending the  island  against  the  invaders,  while  an  army  of 
2000  of  the  white  iidiabitants,  ranged  themselves  under  the 
Jjritish  standard.  The  French  commissioners  soon  after  re- 
turned to  France  ;  great  numbers  of  the  planters  emigrated ; 
and  the  island  was  virtually  abandoned  to  the  blacks,  except 
so  much  of  it  as  was  occupied  by  the  British  troops.  These 
troops  were  from  time  to  time  reinforced  by  detachments 
from  b]nrope  and  the  West  Indies  —  but  in  vain.  The  blacks 
under  Toussaint,  who  was  a])y)ointed  by  the  Government  at 
Ijonie,  "  (lovernor  General  of  the  armies  of  St.  Dominiro," 
continued  the  contest  fur  about  five  years,  and  finally  sue- 
ceeded  in  driving  the  English  from  the  island.  Britain  be- 
ing in  the  meantime  at  war  with  France,  her  naval  forces 
prevented  all  intercourse  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country  :  and  the  blacks  thus  left  to  themselves,  declared 
themselves  independent  on  the  1st  of  July,  179S,  and  organ- 
ized the  Government  of  Hatti. 

The  peace  of  Amiens  afforded  Bonaparte  an  opportunity 
to  attempt  the  subjugation  of  the  island,  and  the  reduction 
of  its  inhabitants  to  slavery. 

Early  in  January,  1S02,  n  French  army  of  20,000  men 
were  landed  at  St.  Domingo,  and  various  reinforcements 
afterwards  followed. 

The  war  was  waged  with  atrocious  cruelty  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  and  the  blacks,  aided  by  the  climate,  succeeded 
in  destroying  about  40,000  of  their  enemies  in  eleven  months  ; 

•  The  ensiling;  yonr,  1794,  by  r  decro^  of  the  Nntionnl  Assembly,  slavery 
\N-as  forniiiily  iibolishcd  throughirol  <til  ti*e  French  colonic?. 
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ami  on  the  lOtli  of  November,  1S02,  the  wrecks  of  the  in- 
vjulinq  aiTTiy  surrendered  to  Dessalines,  tlie  l)la('k  cliiof. 
Since  that  time,  Hayli  lias  cnurimied  an  independent  nation, 
perfectly  inoffensive  in  all  its  foreii^n  relati»nis  ;  and  its  en- 
tire soverci(^nty  is  at  present  fully  acknowledired  by  both 
France  and  lOni^land,  and  undisputed  by  any  power  on  earth. 

it  is  now  im])<)rtant  to  iiKpiire,  what  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  United  States  towards  this  heroic  republic  ? 

Twelve  years  alter  slavery  had  been  ab( dished  by  a  decree 
of  tlie  Frciich  (Tovernment;  after  the  expulsion  of  the  armies 
of  Kii'^land  and  France  ;  when  for  three  years  not  a  hostile 
foot  had  pressed  the  soil  of  liayti ;  when  a  rei^ularly  organ- 
ized government  was  in  full  operation  ;  and  without  one 
solitary  cause  of  complaint  against  the  new  State,  tlio  Amer- 
ican Congress  passed  an  act,  (2Sth  Feb,  1806,)  *'  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  parts  of  tlte  island  of  St.  Domingo."  These  certain 
parts  were  defined  in  the  act,  to  Ih;  such  parts  a.s  were  not 
"in  the  pi»ssession  and  imder  the  acknowle<lgement  of 
France  ;"  and  of  course  included  the  whole  island.  As  there 
was  at  this  time  no  war  \\\  fact,  between  JIayti  and  France, 
and  the  latter  was  prevented  by  the  naval  superionry  of  Eng- 
land, antl  her  own  contiiiental  wars,  from  sending  a  single 
soldier  to  Hayti ;  the  sole  object  of  this  act,  wa.s  to  distress 
and  harass  the  Haytians  by  <lepriving  them  of  the  bread- 
stufls  and  other  necessaries  they  were  accustomed  to  receive 
from  this  country.  It  was  a  piece  of  wanton  cruelty,  unre- 
(juired  by  the  oblicjations  of  neutrality;  and  demanded  by 
France  in  a  tone  of  arrojrance,  which  would  have  secured  its 
rejection,  had  not  the  intended  victims  been  hlarh.  Ijona- 
parte,  in'itated  by  the  loss  of  his  army,  and  the  defeat  of  his 
designs  upon  Hayti,  resolved  to  star\"e,  if  possible,  a  people 
whom  he  could  not  comjuer ;  and  he  found  in  the  Federal 
Cfovernment,  a  willing  instrument  of  his  vengeance.  His  Min- 
ister at  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  de- 
manded an  immediate  cessation  of  the  commerce  between 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  "  the  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mincro — that  race  of  African  slaves,  the  reproach  and  the 
refuse  of  nature  ;"  and  he  enforced  his  demand  with  the  in- 
formation ;  —  "The  Emperor  and  King,  my  master,  expects  . 
from  the  di^^nity  and  candor  of  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
that  an  end  be  put  to  it  promptly."*  The  letter  was  written^ 
in  January  ;  and  in  February  the  act  required  was  passed,  . 
and  continued  in  force  for  two  years. 

*  American  State  papers.  5th  vol.  p.  154. 
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The  invitation  to  the  United  States  to  send  ministers  to 
the  Conirross  of  Panama,  lias  been  already  mentioned.  In 
the  document  conveyin^^r  the  invitation,  it  was  remarked  : 
*'  On  wiint  In'.riirf  the  relations  of  Hayti,  and  other  parts  of 
our  hemi6[)here  that  shall  hereafter  be  in  like  circumstances, 
are  to  be  pluced,  is  a  (jucstidn  simple  at  first  view,  but  attend- 
ed with  serious  difhcuhies  when  closely  examined.  These 
arise  from  the  different  manner  of  regardini^  Africans,  and 
from  their  diHerent  rights  in  Hayti,  the  United  States,  and 
in  th.e  American.  States.  This  «piestion  will  be  determined 
at  the  fsthnuis."* 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  instructions  of  our 
ministers  contained  the  foUnuini^  :  —  "  T'nder  tlie  actual  cir- 
cumstances of  I  layti,  the  President  does  not  think  that  it  would 
l)e  proper  at  this  time  t(j  recoirnizt;  it  as  a  new  State. "t  This, 
be  it  rememlKjred,  ^vas  just  a  (juarter  of  a  centuiv  since  the 
Ifaytians  had  declared  and  maintained  their  independence, 
and  at  a  moment  when  they  were  eniovinfr  the  blessiuf^s  and 
e.\ercisi!i<j^  the  preroi^atives  of  an  indej»endent  State,  and  at 
])eace  with  all  the  world.  And  what  motive  prompted  the 
I'nited  States  thus  to  exert  its  influence  to  prevent  the  Gon- 
t^ress  of  Paiifuna  from  recognizino:  Hayti  "  as  a  new  State  '{" 
—  none  other  than  the  appvehensiiTu  that  the  admission  of  a 
jialpable  tiuth,  the  irulependence  of  a  black  Republic,  would 
})i-ove  dau'^'^^rous  to  the  perpetuity  of  American  slavery.  Is 
this  slander  \  Let  the  men)bers  of  Congress  speak  for  them- 
selves. The  foFlowing  sentiments  were  elicited  in  tho  de- 
bate on  the  Panama  mission. 

Mr.  ilr.RRiEN  of  (Georgia  : — "  Ccnisistentlv  with  our  own 
sntety,  can  the  people  of  the  South  pcrw'd  the  intercourse 
which  wovdd  result  from  the  establishing  relations  cf  any 
sort  with  Hayti  \  Is  the  emancipated  slave,  his  hands  yet 
reeking"  (thirty-two  years  after  slavery  had  Iteen  abolished 
by  the  French  Government)  "  in  the  blood  of  his  murdered 
master,  to  be  admitted  into  their  portSj  to  spread  the  doc- 
trines of  insurrection,  and  to  strengthen  and  invigorate  them, 
by  exhibiting  in  his  own  person  an  example  of  successful  re- 
volt ?  Gentlemen  must  be  sensible — this  cannot  be.  The 
great  principle  of  self-preservation  will  be  arrayed  against  it. 
1  have  been  educated  in  sentiments  of  habitual  reverence  for 
the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States  :  I  have  been  taught 
to  consider  the    union  of  these  States   as  3ssential  to  their 

*Senato  Docummts.  1st  Soss.  lU  Con^^.  vol.  III.     f  Letter  of  Mr.  Clay, 
Secretary  of  State,  3th  May,  .IS.G. 
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«ifotv.  The  fcelincj  is  ikiwIhtc  niort*  universal  or  rnons 
htronij  than  among  the  pooplo  of  the  S<iutli.  l>ut  ihey  havo 
a  at  ranker  tcolin'^  —  noed  I  name  it  ]  Is  tliere  any  one  who 
iieaio  and  does  not  understand  me  ?  Let  me  ii«j)h»re  ijen- 
tlemen  not  to  call  that  feeling  into  actum  hy  this  dit^aslrmn* 
j>olicy."  In  plain  Knglish,  the  Flavt-hohlere  love  slavery 
more  than  they  do  the  Union,  and  would  sacnticc  the  last, 
rather  than  acknowledge  as  free,  a  people  who  had  once 
been  blaves. 

Mr.  r>E\TON  of  Missouri: — "The  peace  of  cievcn  Stales 
in  this  Union  will  not  permit  the  fruits  of  a  successful  negro 
insurrection  to  be  exhibited  among  them  ;  —  it  will  not  ])er- 
mit  the  fact  to  be  seen  and  told,  that  for  the  nmrder  of  their 
injLsters  and  mistresses  they  are  to  '^i\i\  friiiids  among  the 
white  ])eople  of  die  Tniled  States." 

Mr.  1Ia.mii. TON  of  South  Carolina  : — "  It  is  proj>er  that  on 
this  occasion  I  should  speak  with  can<h)r  and  without  re- 
serve :  that  I  should  avovv  what  I  believe  to  be  the  senli- 
menLs  of  the  southern  people  on  this  <piesti<»n,  ami  this  is 
that  llayttan  i iuLrj}e»nlrur4:  <jt  not  to  bv  tolerated  in  aiuj  fomh^ 
•  •  ♦  •  A  people  will  not  slop  to  discuss  the  nice  meta- 
physics of  a  federative  systeni,  when  havoc  and  ilestruction 
menace  them  in  llu;ir  doi/r.-j," 

Mr.  IIavne  of  South  Carolina: — "With  nothiu'^  connect- 
ed with  slavery  can  we  consent  to  treat  with  other  nations  ; 
and  least  of  all  ought  we  to  touch  the  ipiestion  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Hayti  in  conjunction  with  the  Kevolutionary 
Governments  whose  own  A /.v//?/**/ affords  an  example  scarcely 
le.ss  fatal  to  our  repose.  These  governments  have  j)roclaimed 
principles  of  liberty  and  etjuality,  and  have  marched  to  vic- 
tory under  the  banner  of  universal  emancipation.  You  fin<l 
men  of  color  at  the  head  of  their  armies,  in  the  Legislative 
balls,  and  in  the  Executive  de})artments.  •  ♦  ♦  »  Our  pol- 
icy u-ith  regard  to  liayii  i.s  j>lain  ;  we  nkvku  can  acknowl- 
edge her  independence.  *  •  '»  *  Let  our  (lovernmeut  direct 
all  our  Ministers  in  South  America  and  Mexico,  to  ruorKST 
against  the  independence  of  Hayti." 

Gentlemen  when  they  talk  in  a  passion,  rarely  talk  wisely 
or  consistently.  Mr.  Hayne  insists  that  we  cannot  touch  tho 
question  of  the  independence  «jf  Hayti  in  conjunction  with 
the  American  Revolutionary  (Jovernments  ;  and  yet  in  the 
next  breath,  he  is  for  opening  negotiations  with  all  these 
governments  on  this  very  subject.  Almost  every  slaveholder 
assures  us  that  the  slaves,  if  emnncipated,  could  not  take 
care  of  themselves ;   and  yet  Mr.  Hayne  proclaims  tho  im- 
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portaiit  fact,  that  the  amiies  of  these  same  governments  have 
*'  marched  to  victory"  with  colored  men  at  their  head;  and 
that  colored  men  are  found  in  their  Legislative  halls,  and 
Executive  departments  ! 

Mr,  Johnson  of  Louisiana: — "It  maybe  proper  to  ex- 
press to  the  South  American  States  the  unalterable  opinion 
entertained  here  in  regard  to  intercourse  with  them.  The 
unadvised  recognition  of  that  Island,  (Hayti)  and  the  public 
rece{)tion  of  their  Ministers,  Nvill  ntvirly  sever  our  dijiloniatic 
intf^rcourse,  and  bring  about  a  separation  and  alienation  in* 
jurious  to  both.  1  deem  it  of  the  highest  concern  to  the  po- 
litical connection  of  these  countries,  to  rcmoiLstratc  against  a 
measure  so  justly  oflensivc  to  us,  and  to  make  that  remon- 
.strance  KFi'EeTUAL." — dmi^n  ssiottal  Debates,  WA.  11, 

Thus  the  «rentleman  tVoin  J^oui^iana  looked  upon  the  re- 
cognition of  llayti  by  other  and  independent  States,  us  a 
measure'  so  oiVensivc  to  us,  as  to  afford  us  ground  for  quar- 
relling with  them. 

We  will  now  advanro  twelve  years  in  our  history,  and  see 
if  \\\c.  lapse  of  time  has  softened  the  hatred  of  our  rulers  to 
Hayti.     On  the  17th    lJerend>er,   1838,  a  petition   was  pre- 
sented to   the    House  of  llepresentatives,    praying   for  the 
estal)lishment  of  the  usual  international  ndations   with  that 
rc[)ublic.      No  sooner  was    the  purpoit  of  the  petition   an- 
nounced, than  vehement  objccti(»ns  were  mad(;  to  it,  and  no 
loss  than    thirty-two    mtMiibers  had    the    hardihood  to  vote 
against  even  its  reception.      They  were,  howevcir,  in  the 
minority  ;  and  on  a  motion   being  made   to   refer  it   to  tlio 
Committee    nn    Forcis^n    Relations,    the    Chairman   of  that 
committee,  himself  a  slaveholder,  advocated  the  reference, 
as  the  best  way  of  stifling   the  discussion,  obsei^ing   that 
•*  several  similar  memorials  had  been  sent  there  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  had  never  been  reported  on.     This  would  take  a 
similar  course ;  //  would   never  ha  heard  of  as^ainy     With 
this  intimation,  the   petition  was  referred.     A   motion  was 
then  made  to   instruct  the  committee  to  report  on  the  peti- 
tion; but,  to  stop  the  discussion,  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  and  the  motion  denied  by  a  great  majority.     A  few 
extracts  from  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  occasion  may  bo 
useful,  as  showing  the  temper  and  logic   displayed  by  the 
southern  members. 

Mr.  Li:(;AnE  of  South  Carolina  :  "  It  (the  petition)  origi- 
nates in  a  design  to  revolutionize  the  South  and  convulse  the 
Union,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected  with  reprobation. 
As  sure  as  you  live,  sir,  if  this  course  is  permitted  to  go  on, 

£ 
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tlic  sun  of  this  Union  will  go  down — it  will  2:0  down  in 
JJLOOU  —  and  go  down  to  rise  no  more.  1  will  voto  un- 
hesitatingly against  ueiUiioiui  designs  like  these.  They  are 
treason,  —  yes  sir,  I  jironounce  the  aulhois  of  such  tilings 
traitors  —  traitoi-snot  to  their  country  only,  but  to  the  >^ole 

HUMAN  RACE." 

Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia  :  "  \Ve  are  callcnl  to  recognize  the 
insurrectionists  who  rose  on  their  French  masters.  A  largo 
|Mjrlion  of  those  now  in  power  in  this  black  republic,  are 
slave**  who  cut  their  master'^  throats.  ChrLstojihe  himself 
was  an  insuiTectionist  and  a  rcv(jlutionist.  Their  Govem- 
ment  hits  the  stamp  of  such  an  origin.  And  will  any  gentle- 
man tell  me  now,  that  slaves,  aided  by  an  Engli>h  army, 
(and  it  is  consdatory  to  think,  when  we  are  threatened  by 
abolitionists  with  having  our  throats  cut  at  the  South,  that 
these  slaves  in  Sl  Domingo,  though  ten  to  one  in  uumbt-r, 
never  could  have  succeeded  in  insurrection  but  for  the  aid 
of  the  British  army,)  ought  to  be  recognized  by  this  (iovern- 
ment,  and  that  their  being  such  is  no  argument  against  it  J 
No,  it  is  tin;  abolition  spirit  alone  which  would  have  us  say 
to  these  men,  whose  hands  are  yet  red  with  their  masters' 
blood:   '  Vou  shall  be  r.  "./.ed  as  freemen;   we  wish  to 

establish  inteniational  reiuLU'u^  whh  you.'  Never  will  1  — 
never  will  my  constituents  be  fv>rced  into  ihis.  This  is  the 
only  body  of  men  who  have  eniancipated  themselves  by 
butchering  their  raasttTs.  They  have  long  btu-n  free,  I  ad- 
mit ;  yet,  if  they  had  been  fretj  li)r  cenfiiri<rs, — if  Time  him- 
self should  confront  me,  and  shake  his  hoaiy  locks  at  my  op- 
position,—  1  should  say  to  him,  I  owe  more  to  my  constitu-" 
ents — to  the  (piiet  of  my  people — than  1  owe  or  can  owe  to 
mouldy  prescriptions,  however  ancient." 

The  consolation  enjijyed  by  this  gentleman,  fi'om  the  con- 
viction that  the  Ilaytians  are  indebted  to  a  British  army  for 
their  liberty,  is  not  a  lilth^  ludicrouT^.  There  has  never  been 
but  one  British  army  in  llayti,  and  that  was  ?ent  for  the  pur- 
pose, not  of  emancipation,  but  of  concpiest;  and  instead  of 
aiding  the  blacks,  it  was  joined  by  two  thousand  of  the  plant- 
ers, who  looked  to  it  as  the  means  by  which  they  were  to 
recover  their  authority  over  their  former  slaves.  Yet  this 
army,  thus  aided,  Wnual  itself  vaiKjuished  by  the  despised 
blacks  ;  and  in  ^Nlay,  1798,  under  Brigadier  General  Mait- 
land,  capitulated  to  Toussaint,  the  blnck  General.  The  his- 
tory of  St.  Domingo  aftbrds  much  and  valuable  instruction 
to  slaveholders,  but  certainly  very  little  cwi solution. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state  a  few  facts  reklive  to 
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die  present  coiulition  of  a  republic  which  so  powerfully  ex- 
cites the  ap})rehensions  of  southern  gentlemen,  and  to  the 
ma'niitude  of  the  commerce  which  our  northern  politicians 
are  willing  to  sacrifice  for  southern  votes. 

The  advocates  of  slavery  are  fond  of  representing  the 
Ilaytians  as  a  horde  of  barbarians.  We  therefore  give  the 
following  evidence,  published  by  the  Britibh  Parliament,  and 
taken  before  one  of  its  committees. 

Ev'ulnirc  of  Vice  Admiral,  the  Hon.  Charles  Flemings  Mein- 
her  of  Parliament :  —  '*  He  could  not  speak  positively  of  the 
increase  of  the  Haytinn  p(»pulation  since  lbO-1,  but  believed 
it  had  trehled  since  that  time.*  They  now  feed  themselves, 
and  they  export  provisions  which  neither  the  French  nor  the 
Spaniards  had  ever  done  before.  He  saw  a  sugar  estate 
near  Cape  Haytian,  General  J^oulon's,  extremely  well  culti- 
vated and  in  beautiful  onler.  A  new  plantation  was  forming 
on  the  o])posite  side  of  the  road.  Their  victuals  were  very 
uperi(jr  to  those  in  Jamaica,  consisting  chietly  of  meal  — 
cat  lie  being  very  cheap.  He  saw  no  marks  of  destitution 
any  where.  The  country  seemed  improving,  and  trade  in- 
creasing. The  estate  he  visited  near  the  Cape  was  large  ; 
it  was  calculated  to  make  300  hogsheads  of  sugar.  It  was 
as  beautifully  laid  out  and  as  well  managed  as  any  estate  he 
had  seen  in  the  W^est  Indies.  His  othcial  correspondence 
IS  Admiral,  witli  the  Haytian  Government,  made  him  attri- 
l)ute  much  efhcicncy  to  it,  and  it  bore  strong  marks  of  civili- 
zation. There  was'a  better  police  in  Hayti  than  in  the  new 
South  American  States  ;  the  communication  was  more  rapid  ; 
lie  roads  much  l)etter.  One  had  been  cut  from  Port-au- 
Prince  to  Cape  Haytian  that  would  d»»  honor  to  any  country. 
A  regular  port  was  established.  The  government  is  one 
•  juite  worthy  of  a  civilized  pe()i)le." 

in  IS31,  the  imports  into  France  from  Hayti  exceeded  in 
value  the  imports  from  Sweden,  Denmark,  the  Hanseatic 
Towns,  Holland,  Austria,  Portugal,  the  French  West  Indies, 
or  China. — McCnlloeh's  Dicfionanf  of  Commerce,  p.  G37. 

In  1833,  the  imports  from  Hayti  into  the  United  States 
exceeded  in  value  our  imports  from  Prussia,  Sweden  and 
Norway,  Denmark  and  the  Danish  West  Indies,  Ireland  and 
Scotlan'd,  Holland,  Belgium,  Dutch  West  Indies,  British 
XV^est  Indies,  Spain,  Portugal,  all  Italy,  Turkey  and  the  Le- 
vant, or  any  one  of  the  South  American  republics.      And 

*  By  the   census  of  1824,   tho  population   was   stated  at  935,000.     It  is 
amiucstionably  upwards  of  a  million  at  the  present  time. 
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^vhat  protection  is  aflbnled  to  this  commerce  by  the  Federal 
Ciovernment  —  a  Government  willing  to  negotiate  in  every 
court  of  iMirope  for  compensation  for  sliipwrecked  or  fiiu:i'  ive 
negroes  1     "  Our  trade  witli  Hayti  is  embarrassed  ;  it  is  sub- 
jected to  severe  discriminating  duties.     We  are  j)rol)ably  the 
leaFt  fav(.red  of  any  people  in  tlie  ports  f)f  the  republic.   Ton- 
nage duties  and  vexatious  port  charges  discourage  and  op- 
])ress  our  commerce  there.      I  ama^^ured  that,  but  for  these 
impediments,  tlie  trade  from  this  country  with  that  would  be 
greatly  extended.      '1  he  acknowledi^ed  cause  of  all  the  era- 
barrassincnts  to  that  trade  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  our  Gov- 
ernment refuses  to  recognize  the  Goveniment  of  llayu. — 
We  stand  aloof,  as  if  they  were  a  lawless  tribe  ui'  savages. 
While  all  other  powers  have  long  since  acknowledged  them 
as  an  independent  Sovereignty,  we  refuse  to  recognize  them. 
Others  profit  by  their  commerce  at  our  expense.     We  have 
no  representative  at  the  ishmd  of  any  grade,  nor  have  they  a 
public  utlicer  accredited    here.      No   amjmercial    relation, 
therefore,  exists  between  the  two  Governments." — Sprrrh 
of  Mr.  arcnmll,  in  II.  of  IL,  \Sth  Ihcemhtr,  1838. 

If  the  treatment  which  liayii  has  received  from  tlie  T 'nited 
States,  evinces  the  hatred  of  our  republic  to  emancij)ation, 
we  have  a  proof  no  less  strong  of  its  attachment  to  slaveiy,  in 

The  conduct  of  tui:  Fi-dfral  Govek.nment  towards 

Texas. 

In  1829,  the  Republic  of  Mexico  having  achieved  her  own 
independence,  gave  liberty  to  every  slave  within  her  limits. 
This  State  had  a  vast  and  fertile,  but  thinly  ]ieoj)lr(l  territo- 
ry, adjacent  to  Louisiana.     In    this    territory  within   a  few 
years  past,  a  large  number  of  adventurers  from  the  United 
States,  had  taken  u])  their  residence  with  the  consent,  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico.     These  adventurers  sighed 
for  the  sweets  of  slavery,  which  they  had  enjoyed  in  their 
native  land  ;   and  as  the  soil  was  adapted  to  the  cotton  culti- 
vation, they  became  restless  under  the  requirement  of  the 
Government,  either  to  till  it  themselves,  or  honestly  to  pay 
those  who  tilled  it  for  them.      Hence,  they  conceived  the 
idea  of  transferring  their  allegiance  from  Mexico,  to  another 
republic  less  tenacious  of  human  rights.     Nor  was  a  large 
portion  of  that  other  republic  less  anxious  to  acquire  a  new 
market  for  slaves,  and  a  new  territory  which  would  give  to 
the  slaveholding  interest   a  preponderance  in  the   national 
councils.     Judge  Upshur  in  1829,  remarked  in  the  Virginia 
Convention  :  "  If  Texas  should  be  obtained,  which  1k)  strong- 
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ly  desired,  it  would  raise  the  price  of  slaves,  and  be  a  great 
ridvantac^e  to  the  slaveholders  in  that  State ;"  and  in  lS:i2, 
Mr.  Gholston  declared  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  that  "  he 
believj.'d  the  ac(juisition  «)f  Texas  would  raise  the  price  of 
slavL's  fifty  per  cent,  at  least."  Virginia,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, is  a  breeding  State,  and  therefore  interested  in  the 
opening  of  a  new  market.  The  ])lanting  ^States  have  no 
wish  to  raise  the  price  of  slaves,  but  are  deeply  concerned 
for  the  p(.'rpetuity  of  the  system.  One  of  their  distinguished 
politicians  published  a  series  of  essays  on  the  policy  of  annex- 
ing Texas  to  the  L'nited  States  ;  a  territ«)ry,  which  he  con- 
tended, was  lari^e  enough  to  be  divided  into  w//i<j  slave  States, 
which  would  counterbalance  the  increasing  ninnber  of  free 
States  at  the  North. 

Tlie  Federal  Government  ever  ready  to  promote  the  slave- 
holding  interest,  commenced  a  negotiation  for  the  purchase 
of  Texa.s,  and  olVered  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the  territo- 
ry,* The  oflbr  was  promptly  rejected,  and  other  means 
were  resorted  to. 

Texan  land  companies  were  formed  at  the  North,  for  the 
sale  of  extensive  tracts  of  land,  said  U\  have  been  obtained 
bv  grants,  from  the  M(?xican  (iovernnu'ut.  Capitalists,  pol- 
iticians, and  demagogues  participated  in  these  splendid 
schemes  of  speculation,  and  became  vociferous  in  the  cause 
of  Texati  lil)erty.  At  the  same  lime,  crowds  of  emigi'ants 
repaired  to  the  territory,  many  carrying  their  slaves  with 
them.  At  last,  these  men  feeling  themselves  strong  enough, 
raised  the  standard  of  rebellion  in  September,  1S35,  and  on 
the  2d  f»f  the  succee«ling  March,  issued  their  declaration  of 
indejxMidence.  The  Mexicans  of  coui*se.  endeavored  to 
(juell  the  instirrection  ;  but,  although  nominally  fighting  with 
their  own  subjects,  they  were  in  fact  contending  against  an 
invasion  front  the  Vnitrd.  Sfafcs.  The  truth  of  this  assertion 
will  scarcely  be  questioned  :  yet  it  may  be  well  to  support 
it  by  a  few  facts.  The  tbllowing  extracts  from  the  journals 
of  the  day,  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  sufficient. 

"  W/io  icill  go  to  Texas! — Maj<)r  J.  AV.  Hars-ey  of  Lin- 
colnton,  has  been  authorized  by  me,  with  the  consent  of 
Major-General  Hunt,  an  agent  in  the  western  counties  of 
North  Carolina,  to  receive  tuid  enrol  volunteer  emigrants  to 
Texas  ;  and  will  conduct  such  as  may  wish  to  emigrate  to 


*  Spo  instrucliong  from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
»ctt.  Minister  to  Mexico,  August  25,  1S29. 
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that  Republic,  about  the  1st  of  October  next,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Repubhc  of  Texas.  J.  P.  Henderson, 

Brig.  Gen.  of  the   Texan  ArmyJ^ 
North  CaroVma  Vnycr. 

"  Three  hundred  Men  for  Texas, — Gen.  Dunhip  of  Ten- 
nessee, is  about  to  proceed  to  Texas,  ^vith  the  above  number 
of  men.  The  whole  corps  are  now  at  Mem})his.  Every 
man  is  comj)letely  armed,  the  corps  liavinu^  been  orioinally 
raised  for  the  Florida  war.  This  force  we  have  no  iloubt, 
will  bo  able  to  carry  every  thing  before  it." — Vichshing 
(Miss.)  Register. 

*'  Since  early  last  winter,  a  sencs  of  transactions  have 
passed  before  us  in  open  day,  the  undisguised  object  of 
which  has  been  to  enlist  troops,  and  ]irocure  arms  to  aid  the 
Texans  in  their  war  with  Mexico.  Troops  have  been  enlist- 
ed—  arms  have  been  oVitained.  Their  mililaiy  parades  have 
been  exhibited  in  our  streets  —  thev  have  embarked  at  our 
wharf — have  proceeded  to  Texas — united  themselves  with 
her  troops,  and  joined  with  them  in  war  against  Mexico.  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  every  stand  of  public  arms  deposited  at  this 
place  by  the  State,  have  been  sent  to  Texas,  with  the  conni- 
vance of  those  who  had  charcce  of  them?" — Cincinnati  Gaz, 

Meetinu^s  were  held  in  various  places,  and  speeches  made, 
and  resolutions  passed  in  favor  of  the  Texan  jmtriots. 

At  a  meeting  in  Cincinnati,  of  the  friends  of  Texas,  it  was 
resolved  :  "  That  no  law  either  human  or  divine,  except  such 
as  are  formed  by  tyrants  for  their  sole  benefit,  forbids  our  as- 
sisting the  Texans ;  and  such  law,  if  any  exists,  we  do  not 
as  Americans  choose  to  obey." 

The  Federal  Government  far  from  taking  any  cflTicient 
measures  to  arrest  this  invasion  of  a  friendly  and  neighbor- 
ing State,  sent  an  imposing  force  under  Gen.  Gaines,  into  the 
Mexican  tcrrilory,  under  the  pretence  of  protecting  the  fron- 
tiers !     With  what  result  is  shown  by  the  follonin"-  article. 

From  the  Vensacola  Gazette. 

"  About  the  middle  of  last  month,  Gen.  Gaines  sent  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  army  into  Texas,  to  reclaim  some 
deserters.  He  found  them  already  enlisted  in  the  Texan 
service  to  the  number  of  two  hundred.  They  still  wore  the 
uniform  of  our  army,  but  refused  of  course  to  return.  The 
commander  of  the  Texan  army  was  applied  to,  to  enforce 
their  return,  but  his  only  reply  was,  that  the  soldiers  might 
go,  but  that  he  had  no  authority  to  send  them  back.  This  is 
a  new  view  of  our  Texan  relations.^^ 
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The  adventurer?  in  Texas  bad  no  sooner  set  up  themselves, 
than  they  adopted  a  constiration,  in  which  tliey  aimed, — 
first,  to  secure  tliemselves  and  their  children  for  ever,  the 
blessings  of  sla\iery  ;  and  secondly,  to  acquire  the  aid  and 
protection  of  the  United  States.  The  first  object  was  to  be 
attained  by  a  constitutional  prohibiticm  of  both  private  and 
legislative  emancipation  ;  and  by  making  it  a  fundamental 
law  of  the  liepublic,  that  no  free  black  or  mulatto  person 
nhould  reside  within  its  boundaries;  and  the  second  object, 
by  giving  to  the  United  States  in  perpetuity,  a  monopoly  of 
the  slave  market  in  Texas,  —  tlie  importation  of  slaves  from 
any  other  country,  being  absolutely  prohibitccl,  thus  promis- 
ing to  realize  the  golden  visions  of  the  Virginia  breeders. 

A  feverish  impatience  now  pervaded  the  southern  States 
'for  the  acknowledgement  of  Texan  independence  ;  —  an  im- 
patience in  which  tlic  northern  speculators  fully  participated. 
Acknowledgement  it  was  seen,  must  precede  annexation, 
since  the  latter  could  only  be  effected  by  a  treaty  with  Texas 
as  an  independent  power.  Still  policy  re(]iiired  that  this 
measure  should  be  cautiously  managed,  lest  the  North  should 
become  alarmed  at  this  scheme  for  vesting  the  whole  politi- 
cal power  of  the  Union  in  the  hands  of  the  slaveholders,  and 
the  northern  members  of  Congress  be  found  for  once  refrac- 
tory. 

Congress  met  in  December,  1836,  and  on  the  22d  of  the 
same  month.  President  Jackson  sent  them  a  special  message 
in  relation  to  Texas.  He  remarked  :  "  Prudence  seems  to 
dictate  that  we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our  pre- 
sent attitude,  if  not  till  I^Iexico,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign 
powers  shall  recognize  the  iude})endence  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, at  least  until  the  lapse  of  time,  or  the  course  of  events 
shall  liave  proved  heijund  all  cavil  or  disjmfe,  tlie  ahility  oftliat 
country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty,  and  to  uphold 
•  the  Government  constituted  hy  themy 

This  message  dissipated  all  apprehensions  on  the  part  of 
the  friends  of  freedom,  of  a  speedy  acknowledgement,  and 
relieved  Congress  from  the  remonstrances  and  petitions  with 
which  their  tables  would  otherwise  have  been  loaded. 

It  was  obvious,  however,  that  if  we  could  contrive  to  be- 
come embroiled  in  a  war  with  Mexico,  we  might  then  seize 
upon  Texas,  and  hold  it  by  right  of  conquest,  without  any 
violation  of  our  neutral  obligntions  :  and  that  by  this  process, 
the  annexation  might  be  effected  with  even  more  faciHty 
than  by  a  compact  "with  Texas  as  an  independent  power. 
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Accorclinc^ly  abont  two  weeks  aflcr  the  late  message,  the 
President  sent  another  to  Cons^ress  on  our  srrievanres  against 
Mexico  —  grievances  about  which  the  people  at  large  knew 
and  cared  n(»lhint^.     This  incHsaije  reconimonde«l  the  ])assage 
of  a  law  authorizing  the   President  to  emj>loy  a  naval  force 
against  Mexico  if  she  refused  "  to  come  to  an  amicable  ad- 
justment of  the  matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  an- 
other demand  thereof,  mudc  frwn  o/i  boiird  one  of  our  Vissr/s 
of  tear  on  the  coast  of  .Mvj'icny     This  proposition  was  coldly 
received,  neither  Concress  nor  the  nati»)n  seeming  to  a]iprove 
of  such  a  novel  and  summary  way  of  declaring  war;   and  n<^ 
ono  having  the  slightest  desire  for  war,  except  those  who 
were  anxious  for  the  aimexation.     It  being  found  that  a  war 
could  not  be  had,  another  game  was  played.     The  session 
was  to  close  on  the  3d  Marclj.     The  strongest  oppt)silion  to 
Texas  was  to  bo  apprehended  in  the   Lower  House.     Four 
days  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  a  motion  was  there 
made  to  add  a  clause  to  the  aj>propriation  bill,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  salary  of  a  dij)loinatic  accent  to  Texas.     There 
was  no  time  for  lonu;  speeches,  and  the  motion  was  adopted 
with  the  amendment  "  to  be  sent  by  the  President  whenever 
he  shall  receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  inde- 
pendent power,  and  shall  see  fit  to  open  a  diplomatic  inter- 
course with  her."     The  late  message  j)roved  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  yet  received  "the  satisfactory  evidence,"  and 
anticipated  it  only  from  the  action  of  the  j^reiit  foreign  pow- 
ers, or  "  the  lapse  of  time."      Little  hesitation  therefore  was 
felt  in  leaving  the  subject  under  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive.    The  House  of  Repn^sentativcs,  in  which  tliere  was  a 
majority  of  northern  members,  having  been  thus  managed, 
and  a  salary  secured  for  a  Minister  to  Texas;  the  veil  was 
thrown  aside  in  the  Sen.ite,  and  two  days  before  the  end  of 
the  session,  it  was  "  Resolved,  that  the  State  of  Texas,  hav- 
ing established  and  maintained  an  independent  government, 
capable  of  performing   those  duties,  foreign    and  domestic, 
which  appertain  to  independent  governments,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prosj^ect  of  the 
successful  termination  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against   said 
State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  nations  and  the  precedents  of  this  Government  in 
like  cases,  that  the  independent   political  existence  of  said 
State,  be  acknowledged  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States." 

As  the  whole  tenor  of  this  resolution  w^s  in  direct  o])po- 
sition  to  the  message  of  the  22d  December,  and  as  nothing 
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haJ  occurred  since  that  date  to  weaken  the  positions  assumed 
in  the  message,  one  of  the  Senators  in  opposing  the  resolu- 
tion, very  naturally  alhuled  to  the  views  entertained  by  the 
President.  ( )n  this,  Mr.  Walker,  a  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
ruse  in  his  place  and  declared,  that  "  he  had  it  from,  the  Pre- 
sident''s  ou-n  iipfi,  that  if  he  were  a  Senator,  he  uouid  vote  for 
this  rcsointion  !  /" 

At  eleven  o'clock  of  the  night  of  the  3d  March,  an  hour 
before  his  term  of  oHlre  cx{)ired,  and  just  as  the  Senate  was 
about  adjourning,  the  President  sent  them  the  nomination 
of  a  Minister  to  Texas. 

•  Tlio  conduct  of  the  Fe<lenil  Government  towards  Texas 
and  Jl.iyti,  places  in  a  stron<r  light  the  inlluence  of  slavery 
on  our  national  councils.  The  latter  State  has  been  inde- 
j)endent  botii  in  name  and  in  fact  for  thirty-seven  years,  yet 
wc  still  refuse  to  recognize  her.  Twelve  months  after  'J'exas 
«leclared  her  independence,  she  was  received  by  U8  into  the 
family  of  nations,  and  honored  by  an  interchange  of  diplo- 
matic accents.  For  thirty-tive  years,  the  soil  of  llayli  has  not 
been  trodden  bv  an  invader  ;  only  t( n  months  before  the  ac- 
knowled.^^.'inent  of  Texas,  a  Mexican  army  was  carrying  ter- 
ror and  destruction  ihrourj^h  its  territf)ry.  That  army  had 
iuileed  been  defeated,  but  another  wwa  preparing  to  renew 
the  c(mtest.  Havli  had  long  been  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 
Mexico  claimed*  Texas  as  its  own,  and  solemly  avowed  its 
determination  lo  chastise  and  suppress  the  revolt.  Hayti 
achieved  lier  independence  after  a  long  and  arduous  strug- 
gle with  ]K)werful  armies,  and  has  a  j)opulation  of  a  million 
to  maintain  it.  Texas,  when  acknowledcred,  could  appeal 
only  to  the  fortunate  result  of  a  single  battle  as  evidence  of 
her  national  power,  while  she  had  no  more  than  00,000  in- 
habitanrs  to  contend  ao^ainst  the  eight  millions  of  Mexico. 
\\\\\\  llayti,  we  Irad  a  large  and  valuable  commerce,  \vhile 
our  commerce  with  Texas  was  only  in  expectancy.  Yet  has 
slavery  estrancred  our  Government  fiom  the  one  natu)n,  and 
led  it  to  welcome  to  its  embrace  another,  incomparably  infe- 
rior in  political  strem;ih  and  moral  worth. 

The  indecent  haste  with  which  Texas  was  acknowledged, 
and  the  trickery  by  which  the  acknowledgement  was  eft"ect- 
ed,  were  prompted  bv  the  desire  of  annexation..  A  southern 
journal  speaks  thus  frankly  on  the  subject.  "  Does  any  sober 
observer  contend  —  can  he  in  the  face  of  faxjts,  that  Texas 
has  substantially,  according  to  the  usages  of  nations,  accom- 
plished her  independence  ?  Was  there  not  an  even  chance, 
to  put  tl.e  matter  on  the  most  favorable  footing,  that  the 
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vict(iry  of  Jacinto  mifi^lit  this  campaign  be  revorsetl?  But 
natural  fcelinu  lias  outstrippod  the  prudence  of  our  Govern- 
ment, usually  discreet  and  judicious,  ajuJ  social  sipn put h  if  has 
done  what  political  precedent,  and  possibly  expediency,  might 
not  have  sanctioned.  The  debate  in  the  ihitish  Parliament 
sho\vs  how  well  SUite  papers  and  official  ceremonies"  (viz. 
the  President's  message,)  "  may  delude,  or  seem  to  delude 
foreign  governments.  While  Lord  Palmerston  and  O'Con- 
iiell  were  dcfentlinix  our  Government  from  any  improper 
haste  in  acknowledging  the  indej)endence  of  Texas,  the  deed 
is  consummated!" — Thv  Port  iuhson  (Misa.)  Southrrner. 

The  whole  slave  region,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  de- 
manded a  union  with  the  new  State.  "  The  very  reasons," 
said  the  Chaileston  Mercury,  **  so  intemperately  urged  by  the 
North  against  it,  that  it  will  increase  the  political  weight  of 
the  southern  States,  and  j^erpetunte  and  extend  the  curse  of 
slavery,  arr  our  hest  rcaso/f.H  for  /L" 

Tiie  Legislatures  of  South  Carolina,  Mifisissijijii,  and  Ten- 
nessee, all  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  thu  aimexation. 
Many  indivitluals  at  the  North  had  likewise  a  deep  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  question.  They  had  spticidalerl  largely  in 
Texas  lands,  but  their  title  would  Ik?  of  but  little  value,  so 
long  as  they  depended  on  the  faith  of  the  lawless  adventurers 
who  possessed  the  country.  Could  that  country  bo  received 
into  the  Union,  and  subjected  to  the  acts  of  Congress  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  their  purchases  might 
ensure  to  themselves  or  their  families,  ])rincely  estates.  A 
writer  in  th(;  Salem  Gazette,  (Mass.)  probably  a  speculator, 
in  vindicatinc:  the  annexation,  thus  aj)])ealcd  to  the  avarice 
of  New-England.  "  It  is  calculated  that  the  value  of  one 
kind  of  proj)ertj'  in  the  South,  slaves,  will  bo  enhanced  so 
much,  that  that  portion  of  our  country  will  realize  one  or 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  the  South  cannot  bo 
enriched  without  bcnefitin":  the  North  —  the  jJiotiay  will  nat- 
urolly  come  here  at  last.'* 

The  people  of  Texas  were  no  less  desirous  of  annexation 
than  southern  slaveholders,  or  northeni  speculators.  The 
plan  of  union  was  avowed  from  almost  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  rebellion.  In  August,  1836,  S.  F.  Austin,  in  an 
address  offering  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
told  the  people  : — "I  am  in  favor  of  the  annexation,  and  will 
do  all  in  my  power  to  effect  it  with  the  least  possible  delay." 
W.  H.  .Tack,  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  declared  :  "I  am 
decidedly  and  unecjuivocally  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to 
tlie  United   States."      Gen.  Houston,   the   Commander-ii> 
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<cliief,  intimated  that  "  tlic  annexation  was  essential  to  the 
interests  of  the  new  country."  Tlie  Texan  Congress  resol- 
ved, •*  that  tlie  Tresidcnt  oi'  the  RepiibHc  of  Texas  be  em- 
powered and  autliorized  to  dcspatcli  a  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners to  the  L'nited  States  of  America,  to  obtain  a  ne- 
u^otiation  of  our  independence,  and  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
that  (rovernment  for  a  union  on  a  footinor  with  the  original 
States."  The  first  condition  prescribed  for  this  proposed 
union,  wns,  "thi:  fiiee  and  unmolested  authority  over 

TIfEIU    8LAVE    POPI'LATION  !" 

On  the  4tli  August,  1837,  the  negotiation  was  opened  by 
llic  'J\  \an  Minister  at  "Washington,  by  a  propositif)n  "to 
unite  the  two  people  under  (jue  and  the  same  government." 
The  acc<.'ptance  of  tliis  j)ro])osilion  wouUl  of  course  have 
ijeen  eifuivalent  to  a  de<darution  of  war  against  Mexico ;  a 
responsibility  which  Mr.  Van  Jjurcn  did  not  see  fit  to  assume, 
v'.s|)ocidllv  in  the  recess  of  Cunijress.  lie  declined  cnterino 
into  the  iicgoiiation,  on  the  grounds  that  the  T  nited  States 
were,  at  j)resent,  at  peace  wiih  Mexico,  and  that  that  power 
liad  not  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas.  As  this 
answer  merely  ]/o.sfjH/itcd  the  annexation  on  account  of  an 
obstacle  ensily  removed,  it  wns  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
Sf)uth,  and  tin*  more  so  as  the  l*resident's  message  to  Con- 
gress on  the  Ith  of  the  ensuing  December,  wore  a  very  bel- 
ligerent aspect  towards  Mexico. 

This  formal  attempt  at  annexation  roused  the  fears  of  the 
North,  and  innumeiable  remonstrances  against  the  measure 
weie  presented  to  Congress.  In  the  meantime  Mexico,  Iry 
proposing  a  sul)mission  of  her  differences  with  the  United 
States  to  arbitration,  removed  all  pretence  for  immediate 
war.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  southern  deleiration 
in  (^Vjngress  thought  it  most  piudent  not  to  press  the  aimex- 
sition.  The  Texans,  moreover,  finding  themselves  unmo- 
lested by  Mexico,  who  had  become  involved  in  war  with 
France  ;  and  observing  the  strong  hostility  manifested  to- 
\vards  the  measure  in  the  United  State,  formally  withdrew 
her  application  for  admission  into  the  Union.  It  is  folly, 
however,  to  suppose  that  the  project  of  annexation  is  aban- 
doned either  by  the  South,  or  hy  Texas;  nor  does  it  need 
the  gift  of  prophesy  to  foresee  that  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  making  war  upon  Mexico,  will  be  readily  embra- 
ced bv  the  Federal  Government.  Should  such  a  war  be 
effected,  the  dominion  of  the  avhip  may,  perhaps,  be  extended 
from  Maryland  to  Panama. 

It  maj"  not  be  amiss  here  to  compare  the  conduct  of  the 
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Federal  Government  towards  the  Texan  and  the  Canndiaa 
rebels.  The  first  were  slaveholders  re-eslablishini^  slavery 
on  a  soil  from  which  it  had  heen  banished  ;  and  they  enjoyed 
Irom  the  first  the  sympathy  of  our  government,  who  look 
care  to  irjterpose  no  real  obstacle  to  an  inva.sion  on  their  be- 
half from  the  United  Slates;  while  for  the  {)Mi-])«)se  of  aiding 
them  it  labored  to  excite  an  immetliate  war  with  Mexico. 
1  he  Canadian  rebels  were  professedly  fii;htin<T  for  liberty, 
and  shonltl  they  succeed,  there  was  no  pr(»bal»ility  that  ne«^ro 
slavery  would  crown  their  triumph.  They,  like  the  Texa^is, 
looked  to  us  for  aid  ;  but  the  President,  now  alive  to  the  ob- 
lii^^atioiLs  of  neutrality,  and  fin<liu!?  the  existing  laws  insuiK- 
cient  to  enforce  them,  aj)plied  to  Congress  and  received  ad- 
ditional powers.  Tniops  were  sent  to  the  frontiers,  not  to 
swell  by  d(sertit)n  the  ranks  of  the  rebels,  but  in  good  faith, 
forcibly  to  prevent  Amencan  citizens  from  abetting  the  re- 
volt. A  war  with  Mexico  was  desired  by  the  slaveholders, 
and  the  President  was  for  7i(i:otifitutii  on  hoard  an  armed 
vessel.  A  war  with  (Jieat  Jnilain,  emphaticallv  an  anti- 
slaverj'  nation,  is  now  viewed  with  horror  and  dismay  by  the 
whole  »S»uth,*  and  the  Executive  has  sedulously  endeavored 
to  avoid  it. 

We  have  now  presented  numerous  instances  of  the  acti«>n 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  behrdf  of  slavery  ;  but  our 
task  is  not  completed.  W'e  are  still  to  view  that  Govern- 
ment, which,  in  the  lanu^uage  of  the  Constitution,  was  estab- 
lished "  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberlv  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity  ;"  assailing  the  con.stitutional  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, in  order  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  the  slave;  striving  to  ex- 
tinguish tlu^  freedom  of  the  press,  the  freedom  i>f  «lebatc,  and 
the  right  of  petition,  to  ])erpetuate  property  in  human  flesh. 
These,  we  are  sensible,  are  strong  assorticms;  we  solicit  at- 
tention to  the  facts  on  which  thev  are  founded,  and  first  to 

Tin:  ATTKMPT   or   the   FnoFUAL    Govf,r\mk.\t  to    estab- 
lish   A    CENSORSHIP    of    THE    PRESS. 

In  the  summer  of  1835,  the  Anti-slavery  Society  in  New- 
York,  directed  their  publisher  to  forward  a  number  of  their 
periodical  papers,  containing  facts  and  (lis<(ui.sitions  on  tho 
subject  of  slavery,  to  various  southern  gentlemen  of  distinc- 
tion, in  the  hope  of  exciting  by  this  means,  a  spirit  of  inquiry 


A  flistin:;iiishr'd  southern  Senator,  speaking  of  the  importanrc  f)f  preserv- 
i»g  our  neutrality  on  the  Canada  frontier,  deeclared  that  in  hts  opinion  "  a 
war  with  England  would  be  the  heaviest  calamity  that  could  beAill  t'ha  coun- 
try." 
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among  porsons  of  influence  and  cliaracter.  But  it  was  pre- 
cist.'ly  such  a  spirit  of  iiKjuiiy,  tliat  the  advocates  of  perpet- 
ual bondage  feared  mii^ht  bo  fatal  to  their  favorite  institu- 
tion. Hence  they  atfcctcd  to  believe  that  the  papers  sent  to 
the  ?nasfcr.s,  were  intended  to  excite  the  slaves  to  insurrec- 
tion, and  they  succeeded  in  maddening  the  populace  to  fury. 
A  mob  br(»ke  into  the  Charleston  Post-Oftice,  and  seizincr  a 
fjuantity  ot  anti-slavery  papers,  burned  them  in  the  street. 
'I'his  outrage  v/as  virtually  approved  by  the  City  Council ; 
and  at  a  public  meeting,  a  committee  of  "  gentlemen"  was 
appointed  to  take  char<4c  of  the  northern  inail  on  its  amval, 
accompany  it  to  the  I^ost-Oilice,  and  see  that  no  paper  advo- 
cating the  rights  of  man,  shi»uld  be  delivered  to  their  owners. 
Tlu;  l*ost-Master  informed  the  head  of  the  department,  that 
under  existing  circumstances,  he  had  drtermined  to  suppress 
all  anti-slavt-ry  publications,  and  asket]  for  instructions  tor  the 
future.  It  should  liere  be  recollected  that  of  all  the  political 
advisers  of  the  President,  Mr.  Kendall,  at  this  time  acting  as 
Post-Master  (Mineral,  was  the  most  odious  to  the  opposite 
party.  Ili  had  been  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,*  and  it  was  retrarded  as  a  matter  of  course,  "that  on 
thr  im'f'ling  of  that  body,  in  which  the  opposition  had  a  ma- 
jority, his  nomination  would  be  rejected.  The  constitution 
forbade  a  censorship  of  the  press,  and  had  the  people  been 
disposed  to  delegate  an  formidable  a  power,  they  certainly 
would  not  have  vested  it  in  the  10,000  deputies  of  the  i*ost- 
Mfistcr  ( loneral.  The  law  moreover  expressly  rerpiired  eve- 
ry l*ost-Master  to  deliver  the  ]iapers  received  by  him,  to  tho 
persons  to  whom  they  were  dirt.'cted. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Kendall 
retunird  his  famous  answer.  After  stating  that  not  having 
seen  the  papei's  in  question,  he  could  not  judge  of  their  char- 
acter, but  iiad  been  informed  that  they  were  incendiary,  in- 
flammatory, and  insurrectionary,  he  added  :  "  By  no  act  or 
direction  of  mine,  official  or  private,  could  I  be  induced  to 
aid  knowingly  in  giving  circulation  to  papers  of  this  descrip- 
tion, directly  or  indirectly.  AVe  owe  an  obligation  to  the 
laws,  but  a  higher  one  to  the  communities  in  which  we  live  ; 
and  if  the  fonner  be  ]>erverted  to  destroy  the  latter,  k  is  j)a- 
triotism  to  disrcs^ard  thnn.  Entertaining  these  views,  I  can- 
not sanction  and  will  not  condemn  the  step  you  have  taken." 
This  letter  taught  the  Senate  that  the  new  officer  was  willing 
to  conduct  the  Post-Office  in  a  manner  calculated  to  jDrotect 
the  "  domestic  institution"  from  the  assaults  of  truth  and  ar- 
gument, and  his  nomination  was  confirmed.     Mr.  Kendall 
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was  at  the  date  of  his  letter,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  it  was  uiKlorstood  that  the  novel,  extraordinary,  and  dan- 
gerous doctrine  of  that  letter  received  tlic  sanction  of  the 
President. 

On  the  opening  of  Congress,  President  Jackson  in  his 
message,  recommended  the  "  passing  of  sucli  a  law  as  will 
prohibit  under  severe  penalties,  the  circulation  in  the  south- 
em  iStatos  thmugh  the  mails,  of  incendiary  publications  in- 
tended to  instigate  the  slaves  to  insurrection."  The  propo- 
sed law  it  se(?ni3,  was  not  :o  prohibit  the  printing  of  certain 
papers,  nor  their  committal  to  the  mails  in  the  northern 
btates,  but  oidy  their  circulation  in  the  slave  region.  Of 
course  certain  persons,  Post-Masters  we  j>resume,  were  to  be 
required  under"  heavy  penalties/'  to  stop  these  papers  ;  and 
they  were  necessarily  to  be  judges  of  the  character  of  the 
papers,  and  of  the  intentions  of  their  w  ritei*s.  From  what 
code  of  despotism  did  our  very  democratic  President  derive 
his  plan  for  destroying  the  eiKciency  of  the  Press  ?  By  a 
contemptilde  quibble,  this  plan  was  to  evade  the  conslitu- 
ti©nal  guarantee  of  the  freedom  of  the  press.  It  was  not  to 
interfere  with  the  press — not  at  all  —  it  was  merely-to  pre- 
vent the  circulation  of  its  productions  !  The  ])ress  was  still 
to  be  free  to  pour  forth  its  arguments  against  slavery,  only 
"heavy  j)enaUies"  were  to  prevent  the  people  from  reading 
them  !  The  reason  moreover  assigned  for  this  high-handed 
act  of  tyranny,  was  a  most  AvilUul  calumny.  It  was  to  pre- 
vent the  circulation  in  the  soulhcm  States  of  publications  iu- 
tended  to  excite  the  slaves  to  insurrection.  Such  a  projiosal 
from  the  first  magistrate  of  the  countrV  to  Cone^ress,  and  fol- 
lowing the  adair  at  Charleston,  and  Mr.  Kendall's  letter, 
irresistibly  fixes  upon  the  members  of  the  American  Anti- 
slavery  Society  at  New-York,  the  charge  of  sending  papers 
into  southern  States  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  desire  of 
efie(^tin«T  the  massacre  of  their  fellow-citizens.  If  the  Presi- 
dent really  believed  that  such  was  the  object  of  the  New- 
York  abolitionists,  and  such  the  character  of  their  publica- 
tions, and  if  he  thought  it  his  official  duty  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  Congress,  he  owed  it  to  himself,  to  the  country, 
to  truth  and  to  justice,  to  have  submitted  to  Congress  the 
facts  and  docvments,  on  which  he  founded  his  proposed  inva- 
sion of  the  constitutional  rights  of  his  fellow-citizens.  But 
he  cautiously  avoided  specifying  a  single  fact,  or  quoting  a 
single  sentence  in  support  of  his  tremendous  accusation,  or 
in  justification  of  his  most  unwarrantable  proposition  ;  and 
when  written  to  by  the  acting  committee  of  the  New-York 
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Society  tor  proof  of  his  charge  against  them,  he  deemed  it 
mo&t  prudent  not  to  return  an  answer  !  Surely  tlio  burden" 
of  pnjof  rests  upon  him,  who  in  a  solemn  olHcial  address  to 
the  Lcgislatui'e,  holds  up  a  i>ortion  of  his  fellow-citizens  as 
miscreants  engaged  in  plotting  murder  and  insuiTection ; 
and  urges  the  enaction  of  a  law  to  counteract  their  execrable 
machinations. 

It  is  often  difhcult  to  prove  a  negative  ;  but  in  this  instance^ 
the  falselujod  of  the  President's  cliarge  is  amply  demonstra- 
ted by  an  official  document  fronfthe  slaveholders  themselves. 
We  give  this  document,  not  to  exculpate  the  members  of 
the  New- York  Society  from  a  calumny  which  their  own 
characters  ubiuidantlv  refute,  but  to  show  in  a  strono^  lierht 
the  unprincipled  means  to  Avhich  the  Federal  CJovernment 
is  capaide  of  resorting  to  uph(jUI  ilio  "  peculiar  institution" 
of  the  Soutii. 

A  grand  jury  in  Alabama,  conceived  the  bright  idea,  that 
the  publication  of  tracts  at  the  North  against  slavery  might 
be  arrested,  by  indicting  the  publishers  as  felons,  and  then 
demanding  tliem  from  the  Governors  of  their  respective 
States  VisJ'iii^iUvcs  from  southern  justice.  It  was  necessary, 
however,  to  speciiy  in  the  indictment,  the  precise  crime  of 
which   they  had  been  guilty  ;  a  necessity  which  the  Presi-  <^ 

dent  regarded  as  not  ap])liea]ile  to  his  mes<age.  We  may 
well  suppose  therefore,  that  the  grand  jury  would  endeavor 
to  secure  the  success  of  this,  their  first  experiment,  by  select- 
\\\fr  from  the  various  j)ublictilions  alluded  to  by  the  Presi'  ^^. 

dent  and  Mr,  Kendall,  as  sent  to  the  South  feu*  the  purpose 
of  exciting  insurrection,  the  most  insunectionary,  cut-throat, 
passages,  they  could  tliid.     fjehold  the  result. 

*'  State  of  Alabama,      )  Circuit  Court,  Septemlier 

Tuscaloosa  county.  ♦  Terra,  1835. 

...  S 

**  The  grand  jun-rs,    *    *     »    w     uj)on  their  oath  pi-esent,  '^ 

that  Robert  Cf.  Williams,  late  of  said  counhj^  being  a  wicKed,  v 

malicious,  seditious,  and  ill-disposed  person,  and  being  great- 
ly disaffected  to  the  laws  and  government  of  said  State,  and 
feloniously,  wickedly,  maliciously,  and  seditiously  contriving,  ^: 

devising,  and  intending  to  produce  conspiracy,  insurrection^  " 

and  rebellion  among  the  slave  population  of  said  State,  and 
to  alienate  and  withdi'aw  the  affection,  fidelity,  and  allegiance,  ^ 

of  said  slaves  from  their  masters  and  owners,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our.  Lord  one  thousand 
eioht  hundred  and  thirty-five,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  feloni-  A 

Qusly,  wickeddy,  maliciously,  and  seditiously  did  cause  to  be  x> 


^ 
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distributer!,  circulated,  and  published  ,  a  seditious  paper, 
called  '  The  Kmancipatoh,'  in  which  j)aper  is  publislied 
according  to  the  tenor  and  ett'ect  tollowiii!^,  that  is  to  say  : 
*  God  commaruls,  and  nil  nature  cric^  out,  that  man  should  not 
he  held  as  propcrtif.  The  si/stt'tn  ofmahmii  y\v.^  jnopertij^  has 
■pluniicd  2,250,000  of  oar  fit  low-country  men  into  the  deej>est 
2)h//siral  and  fnoral  desrradation,  and  they  arc  every  vwmcnt 
sin/cinii  deeper.'  In  open  violation  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil  and 
pernicious  example  of  nil  others  in  like  case  oHending,  and 
against  the  peact;  and  dicrnity  of  the  State  of  Ahdiama.'** 

In  the  Senate,  the  recommendation  of  the  Presidrnt  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  rep«)rled  a  bill  proiiibiting 
Post-Masters  from  delivering  "  any  pamjildet,  newspaper, 
hamlbill,  or  other  printed  paper,  or  pictorial  representation, 
touching  the  suhject  of  slavery  in  any  State,  in  which  their 
circulation  is  ])n^hil»ited  by  law."  The  objt»ct  of  this  bill 
wras  by  means  of  federal  legislation,  to  build  around  the 
slave  States  a  rampart  ai^ainst  the  assaults  of  light  and  inith. 
Its  absurdity  was  efjualiod  only  by  its  wickedness.  Not  a 
newsj)aj>er  containintr  a  debate  in  Congress,  a  report  from  a 
committee,  a  message  from  the  President,  a  letter  from  tlie 
West  Indies,  "touching  the  subject  of  slavery,"  could  be 
lesrally  delivered  from  a  southern  Post-Ofhce  ;  and  thousands 
of  Post-Masters  were  to  be  employed  in  ojieniug  eiivelo|>es, 
and  poring  over  their  contents,  to  catch  a  reference  to  the 
*•  domestic  institution." 

By  this  bill,  the  Federal  Government  virtually  surrender- 
ed to  the  States,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  mdiihed  the 
guarantee  of  this  inestimable  privilege,  given  by  our  fathers 
in  the  Constitution  to  every  citizen.  This  bill,  moreover, 
prepared  the  way  for  the  destruction  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  If  every  paper  touching  the  subject  of  slavery 
miiiht  be  suppressed,  then  the  same  fate  mic;ht  just  as  con- 
stitutioTKilly  be  awarded  to  every  paper  touching  the  conduct 
of  the  administration,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  It  es- 
tablished a  censorship  of  the  press  on  one  subject,  which 
might  afterwards  be  extended  to  others.  Yet  this  bill,  ab- 
surd and  unconstitutional  as  it  was,  wentthroujjh  its  retjular 
stages  with  little  opposition,  till  the  important  question  was 
taken  on  its  engrossment; — the  vote  stood  IS  to  18.     The 

*  Another  count  wa3  addod  for  distributing  '•  The  Emanripntor,"  but  with 
out  fijiving  any  extracts.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  Williams  had 
never  been  in  Alabama.  Yet  on  this  indictment,  he  was  demanded  of  the 
New-Yoik  Executive  as  a  fugitive  felon,  by  the  Governor  of  Alabama. 
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casting  vote  was  now  requiroti  from  Mr.  Van  Biiren,  who,  .^ 

as  Vice  President,  occupied  the  chair.     He  gave  it  for  the  )^ 

tihivehold^rs,  and  received  from  them  at  the  ensuing  election,  ■- 

sixty-one  electoral  votes,  by  means  of  which,  he  became 
President  of  the  United  States.*  On  the  final  question,  the 
"bill  was  rejected,  ami  this  attempt  to  trammel  the  press  for 
jlhe  protection  of  slavery,  detxjated.  A  veiy  diiVerent  result 
liowcver,  has  attended 
The  eifout  or   the  Fedetial   Government  to   nullify 

Tlir    UKJIIT   OF    ri.TITION    AND  TUE    FUEEDOM   OF  DEHATE. 

For  thirly   years   pa^L,  petitions  have  been  presented  to  ^ 

Con'^'css  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co-  ^ 

lumbia,  and  the  national  territories  ;  and  until  latterly,  were  ^■ 

received  and  treated  like  other  petitions.  Jnit  having  with- 
in a  few  years  pKxligiously  increased  in  number,  and  some  ^° 
northern" members  havilig  shown  a  disposition  to  advocate  _,; 
their  prayer,  a  most  extraordinary  course  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  them.  The  reason  of  this  course  is  explained 
by  the  following  passage  from  a  spet;cli  by  Mr.  Strange,  a 
Senator  from  North  Carolina.  "  Every  agitation  of  this  sub- 
ject (slavery,)  weakens  the  moral  force  in  our  favor ;  and 
breaks  dt)vvirthe  moral  barriers  which  now  seive  to  protect 
and  secure  us.  We  hart  every  thing  to  lose,  and  7Mthivg  fo 
gain  hij  agi/alion  and  disatsswn.'' 

The  frankness  of  this  confession  is  as  remarkable  as  iu 
truth  is  un(|uestionablc  ;  and  it  shows  us  why  the  advocates 
of  slavery  instead  of  meeting  their  opponents  in  argument, 
have  sought  to  silence  them  by  brute  force,  and  ])enal  enact- 
ments. 

One  of  the  most  unequivocal  and  undoubted  of  all  consti- 
tutional rights  is  that  of  petition,  and  it  is  m.oreover,  express- 
ly guaranteed  by  the  constitutitm.  But  this  right  has  been 
most  audaciously  nullified  by  both  liranches  of  the  National 
Legislature.  The  Senate  have  not,  it  is  true,  avowedly  re- 
fused to  receive  anti-slavery  petitions,  but  they  have  adopted 
a  course  which  answers  the  same  purpose.  The  practice  for 
some  years  past  has  been  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on 
the  table  without  deciding  it,  and  the  petition  not  being  in 
fact  received,  cannot  be  discussed,  nor  any  measure  respect- 
ino-  it  taken.     This  course  is  no  less  at  variance   vvilh  the 
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*  The  two  Senalors  from  New-York,  Mossr.-».  WHght  ana  Tal!m;idge,  po- 
litical friends  of  Mr.  Van  Bureii,  supported  the  bill.  It  iri  tiue  to  juslioe  t.> 
mention,  that  the  bill  was  finally  lost  by  the  votes  of  several  southern  Soi.k» 
tors. 

F 
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ronstitulioiial  rii^lits  of  the  petitioner:*,  tlian  u  is  v\  iih  ihoso 
of  the  members  of  tlie  St'iiate.  The  liifljls  of  petition  ami 
Ircedom  of  debale  arc  both  nullities,  if  the  \hn\\  to  uliich  a 
)>rayor  is  luldressed,  is  proliibited  fnun  li^tcnintj  to  it,  antl 
iluj  inrlividnul  ruembers  nro  prohibited  !n»m  nuticincT  it. — 
Would  it  bo  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  NNere  the  ??enate 
to  order  that  every  petition,  "touching  tlic  subject  of  slave- 
ry," should  be  delivi'red  to  their  doorkeeper,  to  be  commit- 
ted bv  hini  to  the  flames  i  And  vt.'l  in  what  particular,  are 
tin;  riirhts  of  the  petitior  crs  more  respected  by  the  practice 
wc.  have  mentioned  ?  Mtie  petitions  are  not  inileed  burned, 
but  they  are  Irt't  in  the  ]>ork«l!4  of  those  to  whom  they  were 
ontruste«l  ;  and  not  beinir  received,  the  Senate  is  suppo^ejl 
to  be  ii^norant  of  their  contents,  and  of  course  no  mend>er  is 
permitte<l  to  disc  -  'heir  merits,  or  t(i  propose  any  measure 
lounded  upon  thi  ..;.  Let  us  now  turn  to  what  is  regarded 
as  the  ]>o/nihir  branch,  —  the  House  c»f  Kepr(»^entalives, — 
intended  It)  l>c  the  special  q^uardian  of  the  lib<'rties  of  the 
PKopi.B,  as  the  Senate  is  of  the  rights  of  the  Stiii. 

In  May,  L^.'if),  a  committee  reported  to  tho  House,  a  reso- 
lution preficed  with  this  extraordinary  avowal  :  "  Whereas 
it  is  extremely  important  and  desind)le,  th«»t  llje  agitation 
<m  this  s.ui>iect  (>l:iver\-)  nhould  be  fmallv  nrre»ite<l'  for  the 
]>urpo8e  of  restoring  tran^udihf  to  the  public  nund,  yoiir 
C4>muiifl'  :»ecttullv  recori  1  the  followinrr resolution.'* 

Here  i-.xvn  is  an  acknowuumci.  unblushing  interference 
by  the  Federal  (loTernment,  in  behalf  «.f  slavery  ;  an  avowed 
interference  to  an  est  that  nij^itHtion,  which  we  are  assured 
by  Mr.  Strange,  **  breaks  down  the  moral  barriers,"  which 
serve  to  jirotect  and  secure  a  system  of  ini<juitous  cruelty 
and  oj)pression.  To  arrest  this  agitation,  the  ccmimittee  ditl 
not  scruple  to  recommend  a  measure,  breakinnr  down  the 
constitutional  barriei-s  erected  to  jnotect  and  secure  tlio 
rights  a!id  liberties  of  th»peoplo  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  was  adoj)ted  by  the 
House,  on  tho  2Gt.h  of  May,  IS.iG,  and  is  in  tlieso  words  : 

**  Ilrsolrefi,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  r<*solutions,  arid 
j>ropositions  relating  hi  arn/  tray,  or  to  (unj  rjtcvt  whatever, 
to  tho  suJ)ir(H  of  slavery,  shall  without  boin^r  either  printed 
or  referred,  be  laid  on  the  table,  an<l'  that  no  farther  action 
whate-vep  shall  bo  had  thereon."     Ayes  1 17  —  Navs  GS. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  tho  ayes,  no  less  than  02- 
were  from  the  ft-ee  States  !  'J'lio  atlvocates  of  this  resolu- 
tion, conscious  that  it  could  bear  discus^jion  as  littje  a^  slave- 
ry itself,  caused^  it  to  be  adopted  through  the  operation  oi" 
the  previous  question,  by  a  sUcnt  vote. 
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Wo  have  exhibited  the  character  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
tnide  sit  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Goverimient,  and  have  shown 
that  Congress  is  the  local  legislature  of  the  District  of  Co- 
hiinhia,  havinix  "  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  in  all  cases 
wliatever."  Now  one  of  the  peculiar  atrocities  ot  this  reso- 
lution is,  that  it  wrests  from  every  mendier  of  the  House, 
^jis  conslitutiotjal  right  Xo  jtropose  such  measures  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  llie  District  as  justice  and  humanity  may  reciuire. 
Slaves  might  be  burned  alive  in  the  streets  of  the  Capital  ; 
tiie  slavers  miglit  be  crowile<l  to  suffocation  with  hunuui  vic- 
tims ;  every  conceivable  cruelty  might  be  ]iractised,  and  no 
om?  mendwr  of  the  local  legislature  could  be  permitted  to 
propose  even  a  committee  (»f  in<iuiry,  "relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery  !" 

The  fact  that  02  northern  members  on  this  occasion,  ar- 
rayed tliemsol\t)s  on  the  side  of  tiie  slaveholders,  aHbrds  a 
mrlanchnly  ami  alarming  proof  of  the  rorruj)tiiig  influence 
which  slavery  is  exerting  on  tho  morality  and  })atriotism  of 
the  free  Sta*     \ 

This  fiiolisli  and  wicketl  expi'tiit-ni  lu  "  restore  m'.ii([iuii- 
ty'  to  the  peoplf,   by  tnim|»lin'4  on  their  ri'^dits  and  gntrging 
thrir  r.  '        .rnlatives,  faiU-d  of  succo-s.      Tho  petitirmers  at 
this   M.-   i.-.i  were   34,000,  —  at   the  next    the  number   was 
swelled  to  oNK  Ht-NDfiKD  AND  TEN  THOUSAND  !   and  the  gag 
was  renewrd.      During  tho   session  of  1^37-8,  the  number 
rose  t(»  TiiiiKK  iirNORKi)  TMOL'sAvn.     Karly  in  the  Inst  men- 
tioned session,  a  member  from  A'ermont,  presented  a  petition 
tor  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbin,  aiid^ 
took  the  liberty  to  olVer  som«'  remarks  on   the  snbject  ot* 
slavery.       This  attempt  to  break  down  '*  the  moral  barriers," 
ihrew  the  soiithern  mombers  into  greflt  tre])idation,  and  the 
scene  which  ensued,  illustitites  the  system  of  i/if{f/ii(l<ifion,  to 
which  we  have  already  adverted.     The  Spe^d^er  was  inter- 
nipt(?d  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  calling  aloud,  and  ask- 
ing his  colleairues  to  retire  with  him  from  the  hall;  —  ano- 
ther from  Cieorgia  exclaimed,  that,  he  hojied  the  whole  south- 
ern deloLTtjtion  would  do  the  same; — a  third  from  .South  Cai- 
olina  declared,  that  all  tiie  rejiresenlafives  from  that  State 
*  had  already  signed  an  agreement.'     The  House  adjourned, 
and  a  southern  member  invited  the  gentlemen  from  the  slave- 
holding  Statestomeet  immediately  in  an  adjoining  room.  The 
meeting  was  held,  but  its  proceedings  were  not  made  pub- 
lic.    The  result,  however,,  was  !nanifest  in  the  intnKluction 
next  morning,  of  anotlier  gag  resolution,  directing  all  memo- 
rials, petitions,  and  papers  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery 


84         ACTION  OF  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT. 

in  the  national  territories,  and  of  tlie  American  slave  iniclo, 
lo  be  laid  on  the  tahle,  without  beincj  printed,  read,  dehatcd^ 
or  referred,  and  that  no  farther  actir^n  shcmltl  be  had  thereon. 
Through  the  ac«juiescence  of  northern  rnend)ers,  it  was 
pai^sed  by  a  ft > lent  vote. 

At  ihu  be'j^irnwncj  cif  the  ni'xt  ses-sion,  a  nicetin;j  oi  the  ad- 
ministration members  was  held,  at  which  it  was  detemiined 
to  renew  the  i^a*^  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  tho  devoti«»n  <if  the  dem- 
ocratic party  at  the  Norili  to  the  cause  of  ^lavery,  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  now,  for  the  fir^-t  lime,  the  odious  mea.sure  should 
be  proposed  by  a  noriiu.'rn  man  ;  nay,  not  merely  a  northern 
man,  but  a  native  of  New-Knijland  —  a  representative  from 
New- Hampshire.  The  restdution  was  accordingly  introdu- 
ced, and  was  passed  on  tho  12th  December,  lb3i<,  and  has 
given  notoriety  to  tl»e  name  of  AtJt^rton. 

Thus  we  see  a  persevering,  systematic  effort  on  tho  part 
of  Congress  lo  protect  slavery  by  supprcssinir  debate,  and 
throwing  contempt  upon  the  j)etitions  «)f  huudre<ls  of  thous- 
ands of  American  citizens.  That  this  should  be  done  by 
slaveholders  was  perhaps  to  have  l)een  cxpccteil ;  but  that 
they  should  be  aided  in  such  a  desperate  assault  upon  Cf)n- 
stitutionul  liberty  by  northern  men,  f«»r  th*;  paltry  cmisidera- 
tion  of  southern  votes  and  southern  trade,  is  morlifyinir  and 
alarniins^.  The  meelinij  of  extrem«}s  is  a  trite  illustration  of 
human  inconsistency.  If,  in  Or.  Johnson's  time,  the  loudest 
)'elps  for  liberty  were  heard  from  the  drivers  of  slaves ;  the 
loudest^yeips  in  the  northern  States  af^ainst  aristocracy,  char- 
tered monopolies  and  oppre>si(»n  of  ll»e  poor,  are  now  heard 
from  men  who  have  labored  to  perpetuate  the  bondage  of 
millions,  by  ^-ig  laws,  and  restrictions  on  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  jiress.  These  men  are  acting  from  ])ai*ty 
views,  and  are  rushing  to  battle  under  the  war  cry  of  "  Van 
BuREN  AND  si.AVF.RY,"  in  liopes,  through  soulhei-n  auxiliaries 
of  enjoying  the  spoils  of  victory.  Others  again,  without  the* 
slightest  sympathy  in  the  "political  principles  of  these  men, 
and  with  their  ears  stuH'ed,  and  their  hearts  padded  with 
cotton,  are  co-operating  with  them  in  behalf  of  slavery,  from 
their  love  of  southern  trade.* 


*  Tho  fnllowin£r  aro  strofiir  and  nmnsing  instnnces  of  the  mrpting  of  ex- 
tremes. In  thf  8prin2:  of  1C37,  the  frAi*'  merrhants  of  New-York,  sent  a 
(li'piil<ition  lo  VVfishirigton  to  request  the  Presi'lf-nt  to  a^lopt  rrrt^in  mensures 
fo  rehevfi  the  commercial  embarrus-imeuts  of  the  country.  The  refji)c>t  was 
declined,  and  a  great  mei'ting  was  mnvoned  to  receive  the  report  f»f  the  de- 
putation. The  report  which  was  adopted  by  the  meeting,  recommended  ef- 
forts to  displace    Nlr.  Van  Buren,  and  ns  one  means  of  effecting  this  object. 
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We  will  here  close  our  protracted  investigation  witU  a 
brief 

Recapitulation  or  the  action  of  the   Federal  Gov- 
ernment   IN    IJKIIALF    OF    SLAVERY. 

This  action  we  have  luund  exhibited  (omitting  constitu- 
tional provisions)  in 

1.  Its  etVojl:  to  degrade  the  tree  people  of  ccjlor  by  exclu- 
ding them  from  the  mililiu;  ))rohibiting  them  from  driving  a 
miil  waggon  —  diMiying  naturalizali<jn  to  foreigners  of  their 
complexion  —  subjecting  lluMn  to  odious  disqualilications  and 
restrictions  in  the  City  of  Washinqion  ;  and  above  all  in  j)cr- 
niitiingthem  without  trial,  at  the  discretion  of  the  marshal, 
to  be  Hold  as  x/arcs  to  ])ay  their  jail  fees. 

2.  In  its  tolerance  of  slavery  in  territories  under  it.s  excUi- 
sive  jurisdiction. 

3.  In  its  arbitniry,  unconstitutional,  and  wicked  laws  for 
tlic  arrest  of  fui^itive  slaves. 

4.  In  its  neLrniiiiti<.n  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  fjr 
the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves. 

o«lvM-«..,l  tho  rr—-'"-ii»  to  •'  •••^ I    ii»  «Mir   bn'lhn«n  of  the    South  for  lyicir 

.■*  f»»-o|>  ;   iiixl   ;  I-  llirni  ihiil  lijose  who   l>fhrYe  tht*  pus- 

M'Huion  «if  pro|M»rly  of  any  kind''  (not  excoptirif^  men,  women,  and  cliildron,) 
"  is  nil  cvid.'rui^  of  inrrit,  will  Iw  the  lu<t  to  inti'iffrr  with  thf  right';  of  pro- 
perty of  nnu  kind;  di'»r<»iirMgi*  nny  rfloit  to  nwiik«-n  nn  i-xriti'mrnt,  llio  haro 
idt'u  of  whirh  nhoulil  make  every  husband  and  fnlher  thuddcr  icith  horror.^' 
In  phiin  Kiifilish,  if  the  slavoholilers  would  ninko  common  causn  with  the 
Nrw-York  niea-hnnis  t  .Mr.    Von  liuren,  thry  in   return  wnulii  make 

ruinmon  rnu-io  with  !;  .oholtUM's  nguinst  the  uholitiot|i:<ts.  But  demo- 
cmt9  know  the  vnlup  of  ofnithcrn  votes  quite  as  well  n«  the  whigs.  Accord- 
i:  ly  we  tind  in  the  Washington  Cil«»l)0  «)f  F«'h.  9,  IB.'JS,  a  speech  intended 
t  1  Imvo  been  delivereil,  hut  prcvontt-d  hy  the  pnj;  resolution,  by  Mr.  Kli 
Moon*,  a  doubit-retint'd  (h-tniH-rat,  I'n'sitieiit  of  the  New-York  Trudrs'  Un- 
ion, nnd  reprvsentntive  from  that  city  in  Concrress.  This  genth-mnn  tells 
•A-i  "the  wihl,  cnthu<iii'«tif,  nnd  impftuou's  spirit  which  kindled  the  tires  of 
^mithheld,  and  strewed  the  plains  of  rnlestinc  with  the  corse?  of  the  crusa- 
ders, stands  willi  li^-hled  and  upiilled  torch  hard  iiy  tlie  side  of  abolitionism, 
ready  to  »pi-ead  ronlhigralion  and  death  around  the  land" — he  declares  that 
"  so  |(in;j  as  the  DF.MOcnATlc  or  State  Ri;:hls'  party  shall  mainliiin  the  as- 
cendancy, the  efl'orls  of  the  aJjolitionists  will  be  comparatively  innoxious  :" 
and  he  announces  what  will  be  no  less  news  to  the  New-Yoik  merclionts, 
than  it  is  to  abolitionists,  that  "  the  Federal  or  National  Bank  TARTr, 
believe  tlie  Fctleral  Lej^islature  not  only  have  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  I)i<tnct  of  Columbia,  but  also  in  the  States.'^ 

From  the  opinions  and  motives  we  have  ascrilwd  to  masses,  we  know  there 
are  many  exceptions.  No  community  can  olfer  brighter  examples  of  virtue 
and  philanthropy  than  the  merchants  of  New-York  ;  and  he  who  thinks  that 
there  are  not  anu^ng  our  iiltra-di'mocnits,  men  who  conscientiously  believe 
the  principles  they  profess,  and  act  in  consistency  with  them,  does  not  know 
them. 
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5.  In  its  invasion  of  Florula,  in  |virsuit  of  fnirilivc  slaves. 

G.  In  VA  ni"i^<>iiali(»ns  with  (ircat  l^ritain,  lor  compensation 
for  slaved  who  had  taken  jcfugo  on  )>oard  I>rilit>i)  ships  of 
war. 

7.  in  it.s  noi:«»ti:iUi)n  wnu  Uicat  IJiitnin,  tor  compensation 
for  slaves,  ship-wrecked  in  the  West  Indies. 

8.  In  iLs  tolerance,  protection,  and  regulation  of  the  Amer- 
ican slave  trade.  • 

9.  In  its  duplirtTv  wltlirpTrxrd  tn  thi- nhnlirinn  fifthp  Afri- 
can slave  trade. 

10.  In  its  ell'orts  to  prevent  the  nholiiicm  of  slavoiy  in  Cuba, 

11.  In  its  conduct  towards  Hnyti. 

12.  In  its  conduct  towards  Texas. 

13.  In  it5  attempt  to  e  ha  censorship  of  the  press. 

14.  In  its  inviLsion  of  the  ri.jht  of  petition,  and  tlie  JVeedom 
«)f  debate. 

Such  has  been  the  m  behall  *>I  iiuman  lK>ndai;r,  of 

a  (.fOVcrnrmMit  whicli,  in   tae   bin  •  of  the  Constitution, 

wa.s  formed  to  c»tubli:»h  jumtici:,  imu  >ecure  the  blesftings  of 

LIIIKHTV. 

And  by  whom  are  the  men  compo.sinij  the  (lovernmenl 
which  thus  j)erverrs  ilip  r.liifrts  of  its  in.'^titution,  invested 
with  their  ])ower  I  tkic  M^^nf'*,  the  mere  instru- 

ments of  the  people  of  the  I  ^jited  >  —  of  the  North  and 

the  East,  a.s  well  a.s  of  the  West  and  the  South.     Tiiis  con- 
sideration calls  us  to  con.sider 

'liw.   1? i'*:r(i\sTnn.iTv   or  riir   T-'nr.r   Srvrr*;. 

The  advocaU's  ot  alavi-ry  and  liic  Ujois  of  j>aity,  are  con- 
tinually telling  us,  that  '•  t/»e  North  has  nnfhim:  to  do  with 
sfareri/.'*  A  volume  inicrht  be  filled  with  facts,  jiroving  the 
fallacy  of  this  assertion.  There  is  scarcely  a  family  anion"- 
us,  that  is  not  connected  by  the  ties  of  friendship,  kindred, 
or  pecuniary  interest,  with  the  land  of  slaves,  'i'hat  land  is 
endeared  to  us  by  a  thousand  .recollections  —  with  tha!  land 
we  have  continual  commercial,  political,  religious,  and  .social 
intercourse.  There  in  innumerable  instances,  are  our  ])er- 
sonal  friends,  our  brothers,  our  sons  and  our  daushters. — 
How  malignant  and  f(X)li.sh  then  is  the  falsehood,  that  the 
thousands  and  tens  of  tliousands  of  abolitionists  among  us, 
are  anxious  to  see  that  land  reeking  in  blood  !  ]>ut  the  more 
intimate  are  our  connrcrions  with  that  land,  the  more  expo- 
sed are  we  to  be  contaminated  by  its  pollutions  ;  and  the 
more  imperatively  are  we  bt)nnd  to  seek  its  real  welfare. 

Let  it  then  sink  deep  in  our  hearts,  let  it  rest  upon  our 
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conscienrcs,  Uiat  in  every  wicked  and  cruel  act  of  the  Fed- 
eral (lovernmenl  in  helialt*  ofslavery,  the  peoj)le  of  the  North 
have  jjailicipated,  —  we  miirht  almost  say  that  for  all  this 
wi<:ke<lru'ss  and  cuielly,  lliey  are  soUhj  rcsponsihle  ;  since  it 
could  not  have  been  perpetrated  but  with  the  consent  oi  t/tcir 
representatives.  Vast  and  fertile  territories,  which  miirht 
now  have  been  inhabited  by  a  free  and  happy  population, 
have  by  northern  votes  been  converte«l,  to  use  the  iangua<»X) 
•  'f  tlie  ])oet,  into 

"  \  land  ot  lyranu,  auil  a  ticn  ol  »laveH. 

I)y  northern  Senators,  have  our  Afrirnn  8hivei"s  been  jiro- 
lected  from  the  search  of  I {riri>h  cru:  By  noi-thern  rei)- 

resen'  -,  is  the  American  slave  tnide  protected,  and  the 

abominations  enacted  in  the  (''apital  <»f  tin?  Republic,  sanc- 
tioned and  perprtMate<l  :  and  not  them  men  arc*  the  ottlcia- 
nii'^  mini«?ters  in  the  sacrifice  t»f  constitutional  libeity  on  the 
altar  <»f  Nfolorh.  Ihjt  representatives  are  only  the  aqents  of 
their  <on**ti'  their  thoui^hts,  and  doing  their 

will.  TiiK  I'.iori.i.  lU-  1  iii:  Noitrii  have  ilone  *'  this  t^eat 
...  .1-  - 1..  M  When  fhrtf  re|>ent,  when  ///ry  love  mercy,  and 
-.-.  rN  ,1  .  '*••'.  their  repre*ientatives  N^nll  no  lontjer  rejoice 
fo  aid  in  -  .  .  .inintj  lh<»  ima'^e  of  (rod  into  a  beaf<t  of  bur- 
<\<-\\ — then  will  the  hntmn  -Inr-ibl.^.*  bo  overthrown  in  the 
'    ipital  —  then   will   ►  .iiied   with   despair,"   no 

lon-rer  depart  from  tin*  port  of  Alexandria,  nor  chained  cof- 
rade  the  streets  of  W'ashinj^tou,  'J'lieti  will  the  powers 
of  tlie  l-Vd.'ial  (lovernmetit  be  exercised  in  protectino:,  not 
in  annihilatin'j:  the  riijhts  of  man  ;  and  then  will  the  slave- 
holder, d«"prived  of  th<»  count<Miance  of  the  free  States,  as  he 
is  already  of  nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world,  be  led 
to  reflect  calmly  on  the  character  atid  tendency  of  the  insti- 
tution he  now  s«)  <learly  prizes,  and  seek  his  own  welfare  and 
that  of  his  children  in  its  voluntary  atid  ])eaceful  abolition. 

Jhit  here  we  are  coJilVonled  with  direful  ptophecies.  Let 
us  then  proceed  to  in«piire  into 

The  puonABLE  infwence  of  tue  Anti-slaverv  agitation 

O.N    TnC    PKRMANENCV    OF    THE    UmoN. 

Before  we  can  predict  what  this  influence  will  be,  we  must 
first  inquire,  what  will  probal)ly  be  the  direction  and  aim  of 
tlic  a«jfitation  ]  Every  State  possesses  all  the  powers  of  in- 
dependent sovercii^nty,  except  such  as  she  has  delegated  to 
the  Federal  Government.  All  the  powers  not  specified  in 
tl;e  Constitution  as  delegated,  are  by  that  instrument  reserv- 
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ed.  Amoncj  tho  powers  Rpccified,  that  of  abrogntinc:  tlic 
slave  cacle6  of  Kevciul  Stale's,  ia  not  iiu'ludoil ;  on  tlji*  con- 
trary, the  truurmiloo  of  the  conlinuance  of  llio  African  slave 
tratlu  for  ivteuty  ycais,  the  provir:ion  for  the  arrest  i»l  fugitive 
slaves,  an*J  tho  fstablishmcnt  of  the  feihrral  ratio  of  ix'pre- 
scntatitin,  all  rclci  lo  ami  acknovvK-l"-  lUo  txi:>tence  of  slave- 
ry umler  State  authority.  If  the:  .  c  ilu*  nlH.rniinii.stt?,  un- 
niiucUul  of  their  solemn  and  repeated  disc  laiii  i  all  power 

in  Congress  to  loiji.slalc  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tho 
States,  should  with  ui.cxampled  perfidy  attempt  lo  bring 
about  such  legislatiim  ;  and  if  Congress,  regardless  of  their 
oaths,  should  ever  be  guilty  of  the  consummate  folly  and 
wickedness  of  passing  a  law  eniancipaiinvf  the  slaves  held 
under  State  authui  ity,  tho  Union  wtiuld  must  unquestionably 
be  rent  in  twain.  Tlie  South  would  indeed  be  craven  could 
it  sulmiit  to  such  prf)llii^ale  usiupaiion  ;  it  would  be  compel- 
led to  withdraw,  not  lor  the  pn>ser\atioi»-of  .slavery  alone, 
but  for  tho  protection  of  all  its  rii;lit.s  ;  and  indeed  the  liber- 
ties of  every  Stale  would  be  jeoparded  under  a  u(»vennuent, 
wliich,  spurning  all  constituiional  restraints,  shoultl  assume 
the  omnipolence  of  the  J>ritihh  Parliament.  IJut  it  is  .scarce- 
ly worth  while  to  anticipate  tho  consetjuenre  of  an  act  which 
can  never  bt^  pt^rpetrated  so  long  as  the  people  of  the  North 
retain  an  ordinary  share  of  honesty  and  intelligence. 

Wo  have,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ca-se,  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  believing  that  the  anti-slavery  of  the  North, 
will  carry  its  actitm  to  the  very  limits  of  the  Constitution, 
but  not  iMjyond  ihem.     Ind-  of  all  the  coalitions  of  par- 

ties, and  the  intrigues  of  po.iiu  laiis,  liberty  of  speech  and  of 
the  pre.ss  will  be  maintained,  ami  the  discussion  of  slavery 
will  bo  exten<led  by  the  very  effoits  made  to  arrest  it.  Let 
us  suppose  this  discussion  lo  l)c  attentled  with  its  natural 
and  probable  result,  the  conversion  of  tho  great  mruss  of  the 
northorn  people  to  the  principles  and  avowed  objects  of  the 
abolitionists.  Of  course,  those  principles  and  objects  will 
be  embracecl  by  their  representatives  in  Congress.  In  this 
^ase,  we  may  expect  that  slavery  will  be  abolished  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  that  it  will  be  prohibited  in  the 
territories  hereafter  to  be  ft)rmed  on  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Thus  far  the  constitutional  ])ower  of  Congress  cannot 
be  rationally  questioned.  Independent  of  the  exclusive  ju- 
vi.sdiction  over  the  territories  granted  to  Conifress,  we  have 
the  precedent  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  prciliibiting  slavery 
in  the  North-west  Territory,  and  the  more  recent  precedent 
oi  tiiQ  probibitioa  of  it  in  the  Louisiana  territory  nortii  o£ 
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'>.\  <lt;c^rc»*s  of  nt»rth  latitiuli'.  The  American  slave  trade  is 
now,  and  luis  luM^n  tor  upwaids  oltliirly  years,  prohibited  in 
vessels  under  forty  tons  burden.  It  \vt)uld  not  be  easy  to 
show  that  tlio  Constitution  forbids  its  j)ri»liibiiion  in  vessels 
ortr  forty  tons  buideiu  ^\  o  may  lhereti»re  lake  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  llie  Si'uati^'tt  OMUtiiti^  trade  will  1x3  letj;aliy  abolihhcd. 
iShouId  tlie  lauil  iralfic  not  be  also  destroyed,  it  would  not 
l)e  for  want  of  ilisposition,  or  constitutional  ])ower  in  Con- 
i^ress,  but  on  account  of  tin;  extreme  dilliculty  >vhich  would 
Dxist  in  preventim^  evatoi«»ns  of  the  law. 

W'e  have  now  the  sum  total  of  national  leyislatitJU,  which 
on  our  j)resent  supposititm,  will  residt  from  th(^  anti-slavery 
action  at  the  North.  Yet  we  are  positively  a.ssurcd  that  such 
le<2;islation  would  cause  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Now  ad- 
mitiinj^  the  constitutional  rii^hl,  and  the  moral  obligation  of 
our  national  le<.^islators,  to  ])a>s  the  laws  in  (juestion,  it  would 
be  ditlicult  to  <le<i«le  by  what  code  of  mcuals  thtry  could  be 
excusetl  Irom  the  disihar^e  ol"  their  tluly  by  the  apprehension 
of  consecpiences.  If  (iod  governs  thi?  world,  niori!  is  to  bo 
feared  from  rebellion,  than  from  obetlience  to  his  will.  If 
his  wisihim  and  "-noilness  are  both  infmite,  his  will  is  and 
must  be  an  iiu  ••  standard  of  expediency.      If  it  be  folly 

to  boiler  a  single  soul  f«)r  the  whole  world,  would  it  be  wise 
U)  expose  a  nation  to  the  wralli  of  Heaven,  f(ir  a  boon  which 
we  n<»w  h(»ld;  and  would  continue  to  hold  at  the  ])lea5>ure  of 
men  wIjo  are  daily  threatening  to  deprive  us  of  it  { 

Ihit  wc  have  no  fears  that  Congress  will  ever  find  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  <hity,  contlicling  with  tlio  welfare  and 
preservation  of  the  Union.  IIow  far  seltish  ond  intbienlial 
inrlividuals  may  -  <  «l   in  raising  up  at  the  South  a  j)aity 

for  secession,  it  is  iuii)<>s>ible  to  predict ;  but  it  is  notdillicult 
to  sh«)w  that  a  separatitm  ftjunded  on  the  legislation  we  have 
SjKMMhed,  would  be  mi>st  preposterous  ami  disastrous,  and 
therefore  we' may  reastinably  presume  it  will  not  occur. 

Should  the  South  secede,  they  would  do  so  we  may  sup- 
pose, for  one  or  more  of  the  following  reasons,  viz. 

1.  To  ]>rotect  their  rights  from  inva>ion. 

2.  To  guard  aujl  pi'rpeiuate  the  institution  of  slavery. 

3.  To  increase  their  wealth  and  ])ovvcr. 

The  North  is  the  stronsrest  portion  of  the  confederacy; 
and  whenever,  uomindfiil  of  the  federal  compact,  it  wickedly 
and  forcibly  usurps  power  to  the  ])reiudice  of  the  South,  se- 
cession is  the  only  resource  left  to  the  latter  for  the  protec- 
tion of  its  ri'jhts.  I>ut  a  disregard  to  the  wishes  does  not 
necessarily  imply  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  South.    Not 
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one  of  the  measurofl  we  have  rontemplate<l  as  the  probal>le 
•  lilt  of  the  ai)ti-«lavcry  at^italion,  encmaches  on  the  consii- 
lutional  I      ■       (»f  the  Smith;  and  !heivff>re  >  ion,  how- 

(^ver  it  nn^nt  on  pn>fosse<lly  iustificd,  wmild  in  la*  i  i»f  j>ronr)j)t- 
t;d  hy  <»th»'r  motives  than  that  of  Kelf-<1«  '^  J^ut  so  lon{» 

ns  t}>e  Kcxleral  (iovtjrnmrnt  cmifines  its  .c  ^.-it  a^^ainst  slavery 
williiii  the  limits  of  the  (.'onsiitntion,  in  what  way  would  ho- 
f«'s>ion  lend  to  gtiard  ar.d  nm^rninTi*  ihf  institution  ? 

It  is  natural  that  the  t^l  should   wish  to  destroy 

tlie  influence  of  ih<'  abolitinnisfH,  an«l  hence  they  have  very 
unjusiihably  expressed  feaix  re!«pectincr  ihem  which  they  do 
not  feel,  anti  circulated  calumnk-s  which  they  do  not  believe. 
'1  he  followint^  ad  .ns  revtvil  the /ri/c  nature  of  tlie  apprtv 

htiusions  «Milei  I  l»y  the  slaveholders. 

Mr.  Cai.iioij'n,  hlliuiintr  '"  th<  to  opinions  exp' 

od  by  some  t»f  his  southeni   «  "    nietl  :    '    I  N* 

t!i.v  expect  the     ■     '  -  wiu  t   lo  aims,  and  c<»m- 

iiif  nee  a  crusade  in  ■  nur  slaves  uy  force  f     Is  this  what 

they  mean  when  •'■  ik  of  the  nttempl  t«>  nl>«)lish  slave- 

ry (     If  so,  let  ID  .iir  friend**  of  t'' •  ^  "'•'!  wl»<i  differ 

from  us,  that  the  wnr  wlif.'i  t}i.>  abr»lirii>  •  ntfriinst  us, 

is  of  a  very  di  .audi  — iris 

watred  Mot  t  our  lives,  but  our  cli 

Mr.  MiKr  (Jnr.rv,  the  <Mlit<ir  of  the  I'nited  States  Tele, 
j^rajih.  and  the  1,'^reat  champion  of  slavery,  tlius  expres>«ed 
him>ielf  in  his  pap<  We  are  of  those  who  Udieve  the 

South  has  nothin?  to  tear  fn>m  a  senile  war.  We  do  not 
believe  that  the  abolitionists  hi/cnd,  nor  could  they  if  they 
\vouM,  excite  the  slaves  to  insurrection.      Th-  of  this 

is  r-  We   believe  that  v     '    '  -t  to  i<  ar  irom  the 

or.;  tiii/.i'd  action  upf»n  the  r-  ami  fear>  <d  the  slavp- 

li;»lders  themselves  ;  from  tb»  m-nMiation  of  their  dantrerous 
lieresies  into  oiir  schools,  nur  pul])its,  and  oiir  ilomestic  cir- 
cles. It  is  onlv  bv  niarmins  tliv  ronsrirnres  of  the  weak  an«l 
feeble,  and  dift'usintr  amontj  our  peoph*  a  morbid  sensibility 
«n  the  question  of  slavery,  that  the  abolitionists  can  occom. 
plidi  tlieir  object."* 

We  would  now  respect fidly  submit  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  con- 
siileratioij,  whether  a  sece^^sion  would  tend  in  any  way  to 
defend  the  chararfcrs  of  slaveholders  from  the  war  he  con- 
tends is  wanted  ac^ninst  them  ;  or  fortify  their  mnsrirnrei 
aijainst  the  '*  dan^^erous  heresies"  by  which  thev  arc  assniled  1 

*  Tlie  Ni*w-Vork  whiff  mprrhant;*  niny  loom  from  thisrandirl  avowal,  that 
tho  "  bnrw  iiica'*  of  th«'  abolition  cxrilcmcnl  docs  not  make  every  **  hushnnd 
and  fitlier  shudder  with  horror"  at  the  Souih,  whatever  it  may  do  in  Wall- 
9trfet. 
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Tlie  new  slave  nation  would  acquire  from  her  separate 
indepeiulenre,  no  new  power  to  darken  the  underslandiniiTi, 
or  IxMiunih  the  conftciences  of  her  citizens.  '1  he  freedou)  of 
th(!  press  thr<»utjli«)ut^lho  whole  slave  reyion,  is  alrrady  ex- 
tirimiished.  Not  one  sinirle  newspaper,  from  Maryland  to 
Florida,  «lares  to  raisf?  it.-*  vt»ice  in  fav<»r  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation ;  and  a  southern  puhhciuion,  for  cxpressincT  views 
iHifavoruhlo  to  slavery,  notwlihsiandini?  its  hitter  denuncia- 
tions of  aholitioniftlfl,  was  lately  taken  from  a  Post-Utlice  in 
Virginia,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  lair.i  of  the  Stafc^  commit- 
ted to  the  llames  hv  order  of  the  puMic  authorities;  and 
when  the  laws  are  piU-nt.  lynch  cluhs  are  ready  t»)  visit  wnh 
infamous  nn<l  cnud  p«  n,  the  man  who  ]nt'sumes  to  ad- 

vt)cale  the  inaliiMialde  Ji'jiits  of  man.  A\  hat  new  ramparts 
could  the  Routherii  conlctieraoy  huihl  an»und  their  heh»ved 
institution  f      What  new  v  i9  could  they  forge  ai^ainst 

fr.  I  of  d'  ion  1 

At  Um'  Norlli,  Uiti  i'  M  of  sla\ery  is  now  mtaiiy  ic- 
siricted  hy  political  ami  iiu  '  nsiderations  ;  hut  8uch 
r  .nsid«Mntioi4S   wouhl   In-    '  ;   .ii  a  m  ■• t    hv  seces- 


M.ui.       The  vrrv   •' ..  ^    are   f»i  upon   the* 

hlavcho).' •■^  f.-t).,  ..   ....    ,  wouhl,  when  :1  i  n»)  loncer 

voti's  tt»  .  'v  nnniilaiily  in  ultra  I  to  Hlavt  :  \ . 

Thr  nnti  1  at  the  Noiih,  is  at  present  chielly 

<•«.  I  to  the  I  UH  ])oi-tion  of  the  community  ;   it  would 

then  extend  in  all  «  •«,  and  he  cmhittered  hy  national  an- 

mosity.  Slav.M  v  wouhl  appear  more  mli<)us  and  deteslal>le 
than  ever,  aftfr  liavini;  destroyed  the  fair  fahric  of  American 
Union,  an<l  s.  I  the  honds  of  kindred  and  «f  friendship, 

to  rivet  more  firmly  the  fetl<  rs  of  tin?  bondman. 

The  slavehoUhrs  are  now  our  fellow-counlninen  and  cit- 
izens ;  they  wotild  then  l>c  foreitrnors  who  had  discarded  our 
friemhhip  and  connection,  that  they  mii^ht  trami)le  with  more 
unnvst rained  violence  upon  the  rights  and  lilieities  of  their 
fellow-men.  Tlu'se  considerations  show  that,  any  expecta- 
tion of  exlinauishincr  or  weakeninq;  the  anti-slavery  fceline 
ut  the  North  hv  separation,  must  lu;  utterly  futile. 

A'-,  paralion  would  moreover  deprive  the  in.Mitution  of 
the  protection  of  the  Federal  (J<»vernment.  Should  the 
slaves  attempt  to  revolt,  the  ma.stcrs  would  he  left  to  slruu- 
trle  with  them,  unaided  by  the  ileets  and  armies  of  the  whole 
Kepublic. 

And  bv  what  j^ower  would  the  master  recapture  his  fugi- 
tive who  had  crossed  the  boundary  of  the  new  empire  {  Now 
he  raav  hunt  hira  through  the  whole  confederacy,  nor  is  the 
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trcHjMiii":  wretch  secure  of  his  Hhertv,  till  ho  beholds  the 
British  standard  wavini^  above  him.  J'hcn  tVeedom  would 
be  the  boon  of  every  slave  who  could  swim  iho  Ohio,  or  reach 
the  IVoiilier  line  oi*  the  tree  republic.  Anil  this  l"n>nlier  line 
be  it  remembered,  icoultl  be  continualhi  aJiam ing  Sontlt. — 
The  anti-slavery  feeliui^s  of  the  North,  aii«ir*ivated  as  they 
Would  be  by  the  secession,  would  ail'ord  every  possible  facil- 
ity to  the  fui;kive,  and  laws  would  then  be  ])as9cd,  not  lor 
the  restoration  of  human  property,  but  for  th«  protection  of 
human  ri'^hts. 

Would  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  afford  the  southern 
plantei*3  a  more  unrestricted  enjoyment  of  the  forci«^n  or  do- 
mestic slave  trade  I  Alas!  fn)m  ihe  mt)nient  of  separation, 
slave  tradint^  becomt  s  piracy  in  fact,  as  well  a.s  in  name,  and 
the  crews  of  Nevv-(>l-leans  and  Alexan<lria,  as  well  as  of  Af- 
rican slavers,  would  swinij  on  northern  gibbets. 

\V'(,' confess  then  our  ultcr  inability  to  perceive  in  what 
jMjssible  mode,  a  secession  •>f  the  s<>ulhern  i^laled  would  lend 
to  g^uard  and  perpetuate  the  in^^titution  of  slavery. 

Would  a  dissolution  of  the  L'nion  au<;mcnt  the  power  and 
wealth  of  the  slave  States  f  The  p«)wer  and  wealth  of  a  na- 
tion depend  on  its  ]>(»pulation,  industry,  and  commerce.  The 
increase  of  the  while  poj)ulation  at  tlu^  South  is  now  small, 
compared  with  the  wonderful  tide  of  life  which  is  rollinisf 
over  the  western  plains.  And  when  the  southern  rejjiiJU  shall 
be  insulated  from  the  sympathies  of  the  wh(»le  civilizerl  world, 
and  consecrated  to  a  stern  and  i-emorseless  despotism,  —  a 
derjpotism  so(»ner  or  later  to  be  en^uljdied  in  blood,  by  what 
attraction  will  it  divert  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the  fair 
prairies  of  the  west,  to  its  own  suirar  and  cotton  fields  (  Jf 
even  now,  armed  palroles  must  traverse  at  ni^ht  the  streets 
and  hiQ;hways  that  the  whites  may  sleep  in  salety,  and  mili- 
tary preparation  is  essential  to  domestic  security,*  what  hus- 
band <jr  fither  will  take  up  his  residence  in  the  new  empire 
when  withdrawn  from  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  the  friendship  of  its  neighbors?  The  slaves  are 
now  rapidly  gaining  upon  their  masters,  and  will  increase  in 
a  still  greater  ratio  after  the  separaticm,  since  the  prudent 
arjd  the  enterj)7ising  will  abandon  the  doomed  reerion,  and 
few  or  none  will  enter  it  from  without.  Hence  it  is  obvioiun 
that  the  white  j^opulation  could  gain  no  accession  from  the 
election  of  the  Southern  States  into  a  separate  confederacy. 

*  "  A  Stat''  of  military  preparation  must  always  be  with  us  a  state  of  por- 
fprt  (l.>mi'>iic  sorurity.  A  pnifDiin*!  peace,  ai)d  consrqnent  apafhv,  may  ex- 
pose US  to  the  danger  of  flomestir  in^urrertion." — Message  of  Gov.  Hayn9 
to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  1833. 


.  *^ 


^ 
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Would  secession  augment  the  \veiiUli  of  the  South  ?     Be  , A^ 

it  rernc'inheretl  that  there  is  now  no  one  restricti((n  on  soutli- 
ern  industry  and  enterprise  which  separation  would  remove. 
The  slaveholders  in  Congress  with  rare  exceptions,  have 
conducted  tlie  ati'airs  of  the  nation  to  suit  themselves.  .So 
£nr  as  the  inl<  of  the  northern  manufacturer  were  iden- 

tiHe<l  with  tlic  La.iii",  they  have  been  sacrificed  at  the  mandate 
of  the  cutton  trniwer;  and  &«►  far  as  national  legislation  can 
promote  the  wealth  of  the  South,  the  t-tatutes  are  already 
enacted. 

It  will  not  he  denied  that  the  larger  j)ortion  f)f  the  strength 
of  the  l^nion  —  population,  money,  commerce,  and  shipping 
is  to  l>e  found  at  the  Noith.  In  all  these  elements  of  national 
power,  the  Si)uth  participates  equally  with  the  North.  The 
foreign  invader  is  kept  from  her  shores,  antl  her  j)roperty 
abroad  is  protected  from  spoliation  at  li-ast  as  nuich  by  the 
power  of  the  North,  as  by  her  own.  Her  strength  for  all 
purposes  of  defence,  is  the  streni^th  of  the  I'nion.  A\'hat 
wouhl  it  l)e  afte^r  secession  ?  'J'rue  it  is,  the  South  would 
receive  Texas  into  her  anns,  but  she  would  derive  neither 
honor  nor  power  from  lluj  l(»aths(tm<;  embrace.  Annexation 
n/)w  would  ensure  to  her  the  political  dcjininion  ol'  the  whole 
Republic,  but  ajfrr  sj-ccssion,  would  cnuse  ratiicr  weakness  J 

than  strengtli. 

As  we  can  discover  no  po.ssible  advantage  which  the  South 
could  derive  from  secession,  we  are  convinced  that  the  threats  / 

of  dissolving  the  L'nion,  which  her  statesmen  are  so  prodigal 
in  scattering,  are  the  ebullitions  of  pa.ssion,  or  the  devices  of  ' 

policy,  rather  than  the  result  of  mature  deteiTiiination.  This 
conviction  is  strenirthened  by  still  furthei'  considerations. 

Sliould  the  slave  vStates  withdraw  without  any  aggiession 
on  their  rii^dits,  but  for  the  sole  purjnise  of  enjoying  in  greater 
privacy  and   lran(juility   the  sweets  of  slavery,  they  would  ^ 

leave  the  whole  North  in  a  state  of  high  exasperation.    The  '^. 

ligaments  which  have  so  long  bound  us  tocjether,  cannot  be 
ruthlessly  and  wantonly  torn  asunder,  without  causing  deep 
and  festerincT  wounds,  the  consequences  of  which,  the  ima- 
gination revolts  from  anticipating.  And  in  what  light  would 
the  dark  and  gloomy  despotism  be  viewed  by  the  civilized 
world  ]     ISIankind  would  behold,  and  wonder,  and  despise.  / 

The  new  State  would  be  excluded  from  the  companionship 
of  nations.     Her  cotton  would  indeed  be  still  purchased,  as 
we  buy  the  coffee  of  Hayti ;  but  with  the  least  possible  inti- 
macy.    Already  is  our  ^linistc^  at  London  treated  with  con-  r 
tumely,  because  he  is  a  slaveholder —  as  the  representative 
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only  ot  tlio  men  who  hatl  shattered  llic  American  republic  to 
secure  the  permanency  t^i^  human  bondii'je,  ho  would  not  \m 
enduretl  at  any  court  in  Ktiropc  with  the  exception  of  Con- 
stantinople. In  a  few  yeai-s,  the  slaves  wni.-ld  attain  a  fricfht- 
ful  numerical  superiority  over  their  masters.  Tlie  dread  of 
insurrection  within,  and  of  acrtrression  from  without,  would 
realize  the  prediction  of  holy  writ,  when  men's  hearts  shall 
fail  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  those  things  which 
are  comincr  on  the  earth.  At  length  the  hilal  ]>eriod  would 
arrive,  when,  stuii'^  with  in-^ulls  and  injuries,  the  new  empire 
would  appeal  to  arms  ;  and  should  a  hostile  amiy  lan<l  upon 
its  shores,  the  standard  of  emancipation  would  be  reared;, 
ami  slavery  would  expire  in  bloiMl. 

VVe  well  kfuMV  with  what  in  '  iit  leeiintjs  these  pa^ra 
will  at  first  be  i-ead  by  many ;  ami  lortunale  hhall  wci  d«'etn 
ournelves  should  wo  escape  the  imputation  of  wi  iiincr  to  pro- 
mote insurrection  and  disunion.  lUil  we  appeal  fn»m  the 
<lecision  of  ant,My  passion,  to  that  of  calm  reflection.  JJo  wo 
not  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness?  Do  not  the 
signs  of  the  time.s  warralit  our  predictions  ?  In  what  re«T»ect 
do  the  sentiments  we  have  uttered  C(»ntlict  with  the  1  s 

of  history,  or  the  character  of  human  nature  i  I)o  wo  lovo 
the  union  of  the- States  J  (!)  If  such  a  love  can  descend  by 
inheritance,   we  should  j.  it  ;   if  it  can   be  founded   on 

the  most  thorouc^h  conviction  ot  the  importance  of  union  not 
Tnerely  to  the  prosperity  of  our  cx>untry,  but  to  the  hajtpi- 
ness  of  numerous  and   beloved  children  and  relatives,   wo 
should  jios-«ess  it.     If  the  history  of  the  States  of  Greece,  of 
Italy,  of  JbiUand,  of  (iermany,   «)f  South    America,   an«l  of 
iMir  own  land,  demonstrates  the  b)essinirs  of  union,  and  the 
calamities  of  .separaticm  ;   then  should   the  prayer  of  cverv 
American  asceiul  to  Heaven  for  the  ])erpctnity  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union.     lUit  lot  it  be  a  uni.Hi  for  the  preservation,  not 
the  destruction  of  liberty  :  a  union  cemented  by  a  sacred 
observance  of  the  constitutional  compact;  not  enforced   by 
gag  laws,  a  censoi-ship  of  the  press,  and  the  abrogation  of 
the  right  of  petition — a  union  i>n  conformity  with  the  will  of: 
God,   not  in   contempt  of  his  authinity  —  a  union   that  shall 
be  regarded  as  a  3t>mmon  blessincr,  not  held  as  a  boon  from 
the  South,  ever  reaily  to  bo  with(h-awn  as  a  penalty  for  the 
discharge  of  moral  and  political  duties. 

May  Almighty  Ciod  in  mercy  preserve  the  friends  of  eman- 
cipation,  from  the  sin  and  follyof  even  hazardincr  the  Union, 
by  the  slightest  encroachment  onitbe  constitutional  riLjhts  of 
the  South,  and  may  He  give  thom.-graco  to  maintain  their  own 
rights  in  defiance  of  every  menace. 


\'' 


APIM.ADIX. 


T   U    !.        A   M    1   S   T   A    I)       CASE 


^ 
^ 


In  liie  moniii  oi  July,  1839,  the  Spanisli  sciioonor  Amis- 
tad,  Ranieii  Ferrer,  niuslcr,  sailed  liom  Havana  tor  Porto 
Princi])e,  a  place  in  tlio  island  ot"  Cuba,  about  100  lean;ues 
distant,  havini^  on  b(jaul  as  paissent^ers.Don  Pedro  Montes, 
?iiid  Jose  Kiiiz,  with  o4  iVesii  AfVitan  negroes,  just  brought 
from  Leinljoko  as  slaves.  After  beinGT  out  four  days,  the 
negroes  ro'^f  in  the  night,  killed  llie  captain  and  cook,  and 
took  po  'H  of  the  vcv><l.     'J  he  two  sailors  took  the  boat 

and  went  on  shore,  and  Monic-^  ^\as  retpiircd,  on  pain  of 
death,  to  navigate  the  vessel   to  Africa.     lie  steered  east-  '  o 

xvatdly  in  the  day  time,  but  put  ^bout  at  niglit,  and  thus  kept 
near  the  American  roast,  imtil  the  S'ith  of  August,  when  they 
were  taken  by  Lieut.  Cjediiey,  Initiid  States  Navy,  atul  car- 
ried into  New-London.     .ludm*  .jud^<)n,  of  the  I'niied  States  ^' 
(\)urt,  WOH  Bent  for,  and  after  a  short  6xaniination  of  tlic  two 
Spaniards,  and  a  Creole  cabin  boy,  withont  a  w«)rd  of  com- 
munication with  the  neiiroe.",  the  latter  were  bound  over  for                 ^' 
trial  as  pirates,  alihoii«4h  their  utter  itiinorance  of  any  Kuro-  ^ 
pean  lannuaiM?,  and   llio  adinissi(m  of  Jtniz  himself  showed 
that  tliev  were  fresh  Africans,  and  of  course  could  not  be 
Klave.s  by  the  laws  i)f  Spain.     At  this  tune,  it  was  the  united  ;. 
voice  of  the  ]>ublic  press  ant]  of  pnblic  men,  that  as  a  matter                 ;_^' 
of  course,  they  would  either  be  lined  and  executed  here,  or                 !^ 
(I'diveivtl  up  to  the  Sj>aniards.  ^ 

'J'he  abolitionists  saw  that  these  men  had  oidy  exercised  «  < 

the  natural  right  of  self-delence,  justified  by  all  laws,  and 
that  justice  to  these  strangers  and  a  retrard  tor  the  honor  of  , 

law  itself,  rcfpiired  a  vigorous  elfort  to  turn  the  title  of  public  J^ 

opinion  and  judicial  prejudice,  ^[essrs.  S.  S.  dticelyn,  J.  Lea-  -^ 

vitt  and  Lewis  Tappan,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
chanjfe  of  the  case,  w  ho  innnediaitjly  engaged  as  counsel,  Seth  ° 

V.  Staples  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Ks(|rs.,  of  New- York, 
and  U,  S.  Paklwin,(->f  New-Haven.  Our  hands  were  strencth- 
encd  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  which   was  published   in  -^ 

the  newspapers,  asserting  the  right  of  the  negroes  to  act  as  ^ 

they  did,  and  declarim^  that  the  vessel  and  its  contents  were 
theirs  by  the  law  of  nations. 

On  the  6th  of  Sc^ptember,  M.  Calderon  de  ht  Barca,  the  ^ 

Spanish  Minister,  demanded  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  ^ 

schooner  and  cargo  to  Ruiz  aiui  Montes,  under  the  treaty,. 
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Jinil  that  **  llic  negroes  be  Bent  to  he  trietl  1»n  im,*  pn.jicr  ui- 
bunal"  in  Cuba.  lie  thus cslablishcst lie  «listinctiuu  bclween 
iho  **  ne-'i'Ms"  anil  llie  *'  caiijo."  He  ui  ■  -  '-  !>"'<niis  wliy 
the  nej;;  h«»ulil  be  given  up,  '*  ibe  law    .  .n  a  case 

unalaL;ou8/' and  alsi)  that  **  the  crime  in  n\.  n  is  one  of 

tho.sf,  which,  if  pernulted  to  pa^s  unpi  •],  unuld  endan- 

ger the  internal  trant{uility  and  safety  t>i  ;  :iud  of  Cuba, 

where  the  eiiizcns  of  tlie  Cuited  Stai»;s  n«»l  only  carry  on  a 
con:>ideral»le  trade,  but  wlieie  they  \  pn)j>er- 

tics  which  they  cullivatu  with  llie  laoorof  .  \u  slaves;** 

and  furllier,  that  if  the  nctjroed  **  bhould  be  coiuitinned  by 
the  incoiiipclent  tribunal  thwl  ha-s  taken  upon  itself  to  try 
them  as  pirates  and  assas^sin^,  the  inlTu  li<ni  of  <  *  '  ni.sh- 
nieiil  liere  would  not  he  altcutWd  wiili  the  '  '  n  i  uccIh." 
and   "  the  iiatisfacti<ni  <iuo  to  the  pi  ' '■  •  tniw..  ...jjld  not  be 

accorded."     And  as  a  further  indu*    ii,  he  pi<'t-  '-.  <  iJiat 

his  Government  *•  would  iinincilirir*  !v  ;n-<»>rd  the  i   >iili<>n 

of  any  slaves  that  nuglit  take  i>  •  from  the  southern 

States." 

On  the  .0th  of  September,  the  United  Attorney  for 

llie  District  «>f  Connecticut,  W.  S.  Holabird,  iOstp,  wrote  to 
Mr.    Foi-syth,  the  tary  of  Stale,  apprising   him    that 

*'  the  Marshal  of  this  IJi.strict  has  in  his  cusIckIv  the  Sj)anibh 
schooniT  Ami»ta«l,  with  her  cur  if  o  ami  41  AA///.*,  supposed 
to  Ihj  slaves."  The  blacks  "  arc  now  in  jail  at  Xew-IIaven/* 
and  **  tlic  schrmncr  and  cargo  have  l)cen  liln-lled  by  Lieut. 
Cicdney"  for  salvage.  Here  ar^ain  is  the  distinction  between 
the  "cargo"  and  the  "blacks."  He  says  also,  "the  next 
term  of  our  Circuit  Court  sits  on  the  I'/th  intstant,  at  which 
time  I  suppose  it  will  be  my  duty  to  brin«4  ibem  to  trial, 
uidess  they  are  in  xome  other  way  dis^jyoscd  o/V  'J'o  this  Mr. 
Forsyth  replies,  Sept.  11,  that  the  Sj^anish  Mii^ister  has 
claimed  the  '*  vessel,  cargo,  and  blacks  on  board,  as  Spanish 
j)roperty,"  and  directing  Mr.  Attorney  to  "  take  care  that  no 
proceeding  of  yi>ur  Circuit  Court,  or  of  any  otlier  judicial  tri- 
bunal, j>laces  the  vessel,  cargo,  or  slaves  beyond  the  control 
of  the  Federal  Executive."  M.  Calderon  had  not  demand- 
ed the  "  blacks"  as  "  ])rojiorly"  at  ail,  l)iit  as  criminals  ;  and 
his  successor,  M.  Argaiz,  Nov.  26,  says  his  comjilaint  is  that 
"  the  public  vengeance  has  nut  been  satisfied,  for  bo  it  recollect- 
ed that  the  legation  of  Spain  Jo*?.*  nof  dunand  tf/c  ddirenj  of 
xlavcjf,  hut  of  assassins^  In  the  face  of  this  doclanition  of 
the  legation,  Mr.  Forsyth  instructs  Mr.  Holabird  that  the 
blacks  are  claimed  as  "  property,"  and  the  whole  proceeding 
of  our  Government  is  based  upon  this  false  a»bumption. 
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On  tlie  9tli  Sept.,  Mr.  Ilohibira  writes  to  Mr.  Forsyth  that 
he  thinks  the  I'nilea  States  Couits  have  no  jurisaiction  over 
llie  uUeired  crime,  a-s  it  wdA  comniittea  on  boara  a  Spanish 
Vessel  .m  the  hit^h  seas,  ana  he  eagerly  asks  "  whether  there 
are  no  treaty  stipulations  with  tlio  Government  of  Spam  tliaL 
would  authorize  our  Government  to  aeliver  them  up  to  the 
Spani.sh  authorities  ;  ana  if  so,  whether  it  couM  be  aone  bo- 
fore  our  Court  sits  }"  The  Executive,  however,  aarea  not 
take  the  responsibility  of  senaini;  these  MKN  beyona  sea^ 
by  a  mere  oraer,  williout  warrant  or  form  ot  law. 

Ml.  Ilolabira  writes  anain,  Sept.  21.  t.»  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
*'  with  a  view  of  canyini:  (»ut  your  instrurti»)ns,"  that  is,  tu 
prevent  *' any  other  juaicial  tribunal"  fn.m  ])la(:in«^  the  ne- 
groes "  beyona  the  cmtrol  of  the   Feaeral    Executive,"  be 
baa  '*  fih-a'a  libel  in  the  District  Couit.  against  the  nei^roes, 
in  belialf  of  the  I'nitea  States,  averiing"  that  they  baa  been 
claimea  by  the  Spanish   (Government  an  property,   and  also 
that  they  hatl  been  **  importea  in  viidation  of  the  law  of  181U," 
prohil>it'ini,'  the  slave  traae,  ami  prayini;  the  court  to  "  aecreo 
that  the  Marshal  hoUl  them  subject  to  the  ouler  ot   the  I'cd- 
cral  Executive  on  the  one  claim  or  the  other."     The  Circuit 
Court  instructea  the  (Jrai.a  Jury  thai  they  bad  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  alleu'ed  crime.     'Ihe  C.)mmittee  tlun  caused  a 
writ  of  hahiUA  torpuA  to  be  i.ssued  from  the  Circuit  C'ourt,  t») 
know  by  what  authority  the  nei^roes  were  detained  by  thii 
Mai-jihaf.  but  Juilge  Thompson,  after  full  argumi'iit,  deculed 
tint,  since  these  persons  Inul  been  libelled  as  i)roperty,  tho 
iuiestion  of  their  ri^lit  to  liberty  couhl  not  be  e.xamined  on 
A(//>c./.v(Y//7i/M— thus  subjeciinjT  the  Common  Law  and  habeas 
corpus  to  the  parainouni  authority  of  the  Civil  Law  in  Ad- 
miralty process,  on  a  claim  of  human  beini^s  as  jiroperty  — 
a  virtual  prostration  of  the  i;reat  bulwark  of  personal  liberty, 
tho  httfn (14  corpus. 

The  hearini;  of  the  case  in  the  District  Court  was  adjuuiu 
ed  to  the  Xoveml)er  term,  and  afterwards  to  January.     (Jn 
the  oth  Nov.,  Mr.  lli)labird  again  writes  to  Mr.  Forsyth  that 
•'  if  there  is  anv  action  to  be  had  on  the  part  of  our  Ciovcni- 
ment,  with  reference  to  the  blacks,  it  is  impoilant  that  we 
be  inlbnned.  vith'-r  ofidall'/  or  unoffickdhj,  hijmc  tho  fics.nun 
of  the.  court  r     And  again,  Nov.  14,  askiu'^r  k-avo  to  employ 
assistant  counsel  because  "  my  health  is  fecblii,  and  «/  the 
matter  is  not  disposed  of  hi/  the  Executive  before  our  cuurt  sits, 
much  is  to  be  done."      This  proves  beyond  a  doubt  that  there 
were  all  the  while  negotiations  and  consultations  going  on, 
"otlicially  or  unoiHcially,"   to  see  if  some  method  cuuld  \vA 


08  ArpFNoix. 

he  hit  upon  to  put  these  n«»*!Toes  in  ihe  power  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  satisfy  "  pu))lic  \  mce**  at  Cuba,  without  wait- 
iMi^  the  slow  and  uncertain  movement  of  the  rourts  of  law. 
l^ut  the  risk  wa**  too  ^^reat,  of  thus  openly  assumini^  the  R^nns 
as  well  as  powers  of  despotism.  'I  his  in  surprising'  too,  in- 
asmuch as  the  Altoni  '  i-  -  ,1  of  the  rniietl  States,  Hon. 
Friix  (rrundy,  ha<l  adviMMi  in  iije  first  .stage  of  the  i)roceed- 
ini*o,  that  the  nf-grm-*  were  a  j>art  of  the  cari^i,  and  that  the 
proper  mode  ai'  pioeemlitjir  ••  would  be  for  the  l*resident  of 
the  United  Slates  to  t^ytff  Jti»  order,  direrttd  to  thf  Mars/tdJ, 
in  wUoc*c  custody  tho  ves.^el  <ia4l  cart'o  nre,  to  <leliver  the 
f»anBe*'  includinif  the  ni-i;roes,  to  the  order  of  the  Spanish 
Minister;  and  M.  Ari;aix  say;*,  Dec.  2.'>,  ihi.s  ofMiiion  "  was 
contidrriiially  communit^atod  to  him  at  the  Drpartinent  r»f 
State  on  the  l*nh  of  November,"  and  "  he  was  assured  liad 
been  ado|)ted  by  thj;  Cabinet." 

In  the  Hiem  time,  the  Vigilant  Committee  on  behiilf  of  the 
negroes,  had  M«v  sr-^.  UnW.  and  Mi>ntes  arrested  in  New- York, 
on  a  civil  suit  for  assault  aj)d  false  imprisonment  on  the  hii^h 
seR.s.  This  brou<»lit  out  ;i  hitter  eompIaiTit  from  M.  Ar^aiz, 
Oct.  22,  which  was  atiswtTe*!  by  Mr.  For>yrh  instructing  tho 
United  StiHes  Attorney  f.»r  New-York,  \i.' l\  Butler,  to  offer 
them  bis  "  advice  and  aid  if  necessary,  as  to  any  measure 
wiiich  it  may  be  proper  for  them  to  take  to  obtain  their  re- 
lease, and  indemnify'*  ft)r  their  arrest.  Mr.  l>utl«?r  very  pro- 
perly advised  them  that  the  only  way  to  get  out  of  j)rison 
was  to  give  bail,  but  Ruiz  <leelined  to  give  hail,  "for  rea- 
sons of  state,"  as  he  himself  said  in  a  note  in  the  new^paT)ers, 
or  as  x^l^.  ]?utler  informs  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  18th. 
''  under  tl»e  hojic  that  his  delivf  ranee  might  he  effectetl 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,"  \n\t  Hnding  tins  couhl  not  be  dtme,  bail  was  finally 
given.  Tlie  suit,  howcv.'r,  was  nev(;r  brou'/ht  to  trial.  The 
transaction,  l^m-ever,  exhibited  the  spirit  of  tho  Kx^cutive. 
M.  Arrriiz  writes  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Dec.  2o,  •♦  The  undersign- 
ed would  not  have  troub!e<l  the  (Joverirment  of  tho  Union 
with  his  urgent  demands,  if  the  two  Spaniards  (who  as  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  his  note  of  the  l2th,  says  '  were  found 
in  this  di^l^essina^  and  perilous  situation  hy  officers  of  tho 
United  States,  who  moved  hy  sifmpathchc fi'i-i irmx  whith  svb- 
scqncnlhj  hccmnr  nationaV )  had  not  been  the  victims  of  an 
hifrigjtc,  as  nrrumt.rJtf  s/totrn  Jnj  Mr.  Forsft/f^i,  in  the  confer- 
ence which  he  had  witii  the  undersigned  on  the  2Lst  of  Oc- 
tober Inst."  And  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  letter  ahove  referred 
to,  Dec.  12,  assures  M.  Argiiiz  that  "  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  tho  vexations  detention  to  which  Messrs.   Kuiz   and 
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Monies  liave  been  subjecteJ  in  consequence  of  tlie  civil  suit 
insiituteil  against  them,  all  the  yruccc dings  in  the  mutter,  on 
the  part  both  tit"  tlie  executive  anil  judicial  branches  of  the 
matter,  liave  hail  their  I'oundaliun  in  l\\^  axsutnjttum  that  t/iuau 
jjcmoths  alone,  irere  tlie  parties  aggrieved,  and  that  their  claim 
to  the  surrender  of  the  jniiptrti/  was  founded  in  fact  aud  in 
justice." 

All  this,  however,  does  nut  satisfy  the  Spanish  Mirii.sici, 
who  ha<I  claimed,  Nov.  2G,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Ciov- 
cniment  to  have  acted  *"  liuhcrnativamiutc'  by  Executive 
mandate;  and  declared  that  it  "  must  be  the  opinion  ol"  the 
Cabinet,"  that  the  Government  pt>ssessed  alremlv  "  the  ne- 
cessary powei*s  to  act  ^uhvrnatiiaincntt,'*  and  *'  without  await- 
ing the  decision  of  any  court."  And  he  demands  .such  action 
us  a  proper  "  proof  <»f  the  si-rupulousniss  and  respect  with 
whicli  this  nation  fuUills  treaties  ;"  and  he  threatens  tJiat  "  if, 
contrary  to  this  hope,  the  decision  should  not  be  as  the  under- 
signed ask.s,  he  can  only  declare  the  Cieneral  Clovernnient  of 
the  L  iiion  ri'sponsible  for  all  and  every  conscipu  nee  which 
the  delay  may  pi«)duce."  No  rebuke  wjuj  returned  for  this 
insolence,  biU  when,  afterwards,  .Ian.  20,  1^5  II,  tluj  Jhilish 
Andiassailor,  Mr.  I'\jx,  in  obeilience  to  the  orders  of  his  Ciov- 
enmient,  wrote  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  courteously  expressing  his 
"  ht»pe"  that  the  J*resident  would  "  find  him.--elf  empowered 
to  take  such  measures  for  iho  Africans  as  shall  secure  to 
tliein  their  liberty,  to  which  without  doubt  they  aro  by  law 
eiHith?d,"  the  Secretary  tartly  rejjiies,  that  the  conmiunica- 
lion  is  received  "  as  an  evidence  of  the  bencvoUmcc  of  Her 
iMajesly's  Government  —  umlrr  uhich  aspect  alone  it  could  he 
entertained  l>y  the  (iovernnjenl  of  the  United  States." 

In  his  letter  of  Dec.  1:^,  Mr.  Forsyth  had  assured  M.  Ar- 
gaiz  that  while  the  delays  niul  proceedings  In  the  c»jui1s  were 
"  beyond  liie  control  of  this  Department,"  at  the  same  time 
'*  it  is  not  apprehended  that  tlteij  iciU  aJeeC  the  course  which 
the  Government  of  the  I'uilud  States  may  think  fit  ultimate- 
ly to  adopt."  What  this  hint  was  de^igned  Ui  assure  M. 
Argai/.  of,  we  could  }>robabiy  belter  understand  if  we  had 
minutes  of  the  '*  coniidential"  conversations  so  often  referred 
to  in  the  correspondence.  As  it  is,  we  can  only  infer  what 
was  meant,  from  what  w  as  done.  Dec.  30,  M.  Argaiz  writes 
to  Mr.  Forsyth,  referring  to  "a  conversation  which  I  had 
with  you  on  the  morning  of  the  day  before  yesterday,"  in 
which  "  yon  mentioned  the  possibility  that  the  Court  of  Con- 
necticut might,  at  its  meeting  on  the  7th  of  Jamiary  next^ 
deckire  Itself  incompetent,  or   order  the  rcslitution  of  th«i 


100  APPENDIX. 

schooner  Amistad,  with  her  cargo,  and  the  negioes  found  on 
board  of  her;"  and  savinir  that  as  "  these  neLH'oes  have  de- 
clared  before  the  Court  of  Connecticut  that  they  are  not 
slaves,  and  that  the  best  means  of  testing  the  truth  of  their 
allegation  is  to  bring  them  before  the  courts  of  Plavana,"  and 
he  is  "  at  the  same  lime  desirous  to  free  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  from  the  trouble  of  keeping  said  negroes 
in  prison  ;"  he  asks  as  a  final  and  "most  particular  favor," 
that  our  Government  would  place  the  negroes  "  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuha,  by 
transporting  them  thither  in  a  ship  belonging  to  the  United 
States." 

On  the  6th  of  Jan.  1840,  Mr.  Forsyth  replies,  that  he  is 
instructed  by  the  President  to  state  that  "  in  the  event  of  the 
decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Connecticut  beino:  such  as 
is  anticipated,"  he  will  "  cause  the  necessary  orders  to  be 
given  for  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  negroes  and  convey  them  to  Cuba  ;"  and 
that  "  the  President  has  the  more  readily  acceded"  to  the 
request,  that  the  negroes  '*  may  have  an  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing the  truth  of  their  allegation"  that  they  are  not  slaves, 
"  before  the  proper  tribunals  of  the  island."  A  most  benev- 
olent motive  for  sending  persons  out  of  the  country  ! 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Forsyth  wrote  to  Mr.  Holabird  that 
"  the  President  has,  agrccahJy  to  your  svggcstion,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  request  of  the  Spanish  JNlinister,  ordered 
a  vessel  to  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the  negroes,"  as  "  the 
presumption  is  that  the  court  will  decree"  that  "  they  are  to 
remain  in  the  custody  of  the  Marshal  to  be  delivered  over" 
—  and  requiring  him  to  have  all  the  documents  ''ready  to  he 
handed  over  to  the  commander."  The  requisition  upon  the 
Navy  Department  is  dated  Jan.  2,  and  requires  the  vessel 
"  to  be  ordered  to  anchor  off' the  port  of  New-Haven,"  not  in 
the  harbor,  "  as  early  as  the  10th  of  January,"  and  there 
await  her  final  instructions.  The  Grampus,  Lieut.  Paine, 
sailed  under  sealed  orders  from  the  Navy- Yard  at  Brooklyn. 
By  letter  of  Jan.  7,  Lieut.  Paine  was  directed  to  "  place 
himself  in  communication"  with  Mr.  Holabird,  that  "  he  may 
receive  the  earliest  ivformatiwi  of  the  decision  of  the  court." 
All  this,  and  many  other  circumstances,  evidently  point  to 
an  understanding  among  the  parties  with  regard  to  "  the 
course  which  the  Government"  was  now  "  ultimately  to 
adopt."  No  letter  of  Mr.  Holabird  containing  the  "  sugges- 
tion" about  sending  the  negroes  away  in  a  national  vessel, 
appears  among  the  printed  documents,  and  it  must  therefore 
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have  been  made  in  the  course  of  that  "  confidential"  inter- 
course, carried  on  "  officially  or  unofficially,"  which  is  so 
often  alluded  to.  The  friends  of  the  Africans  were  not  in- 
sensible to  the  danger  of  some  secret  and  sudden  movement, 
and  therefore  took  the  best  measures  in  their  power,  by 
sleepless  vigilance,  and  by  ])roviding  fleet  horses  at  hand,  to 
baflle  any  such  design.  That  these  fears  were  not  ground- 
less, will  be  seen  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Holabird  to  Mr.  For- 
syth, written  Jan.  11,  during  the  progress  of  the  trial  at  New- 
Haven,  in  which  he  points  out  an  error  in  "  the  Executive 
warrant  to  the  Marshal  of  this  District  for  the  delivery  of  the 
negroes  of  the  Amistad,"  in  using  the  term  "  Circuit  Court" 
for  "  District  Court."  He  says,  "  should  the  j^'ctended  friends 
of  the  negroes  obtain  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  Marshal 
could  not  justify  under  that  warrant."  And  he  proceeds, 
"  The  Marshal  wishes  me  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  event 
of  a  decree  by  the  court- re(|ui ring  him  to  release  the  negroes, 
or  in  case  of  an  appeal  by  the  adverse  party,  it  is  expected 
the  Executive  warrant  will  be  executed  ?"  What  expecta- 
tion does  this  point  to  ]  This  was  despatched  by  an  exprOvSS 
messenger,  with  such  haste,  lest  perchance  this  clerical  blun- 
der should  defeat  the  designs  of  the  Government,  that  the 
reply  of  Mr.  Forsyth  is  dated  the  following  day,  and  correct- 
ing the  mistake,  and  instructing  him,  "  by  direction  of  the 
President,  that,  if  the  decision  of  the  court  is  such  as  is  anti- 
cipated, the  order  of  the  President  is  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, unless  an  ap])eal  shall  actually  have  been  interj^osed. 
You  are  not  to  take  it  for  granted  that  it  will  be  interposed." 
This  is  a  plain  intimation  that  it  was  intended  to  hurry  the 
negroes  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  on  the  instant  the 
expected  decision  of  the  court  should  be  given.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  "  Executive  Order,"  which  Mr.  Van  Buren 
should  have  always  before  his  eyes,  and  posterity  should 
cause  it  to  be  graven  on  his  tomb,  to  rot  only  with  his  memory. 

"  Tlie  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Connecticut,  will  deliver  over  to  Lieut.  John  J.  Paine,  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  and  aid  in  conveying  on  board  the 
schooner  Grampus,  under  his  command,  all  the  negroes,  late 
of  the  Spanish  schooner  Amistad,  in  his  custody,  under  pro- 
cess now  pending  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Unite<i 
States  for  the  District  of  Connecticut.  For  so  doinc^  this, 
order  will  be  his  warrant. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 
7th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  ISIO.       "  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

*'  By  the  President : 

"John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State." 
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The  unexpected  decision  of  Judge  Judson  in  favor  of  the 
negroes,  declaring  them  to  be  manifestly  fresh  from  Afiica, 
and  so  entitled  to  their  liberty  even  under  the  laws  of  Spain, 
defeated  all  these  plans,  and  dro^•e  the  Government  to  the 
necessity  of  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  a  final  decision,  and  of  supporting  this  large  com- 
pany in  custody  at  a  vast  expense,  not  yet  publicly  ascer- 
tained, all  which  was  cheerfully  undertaken,  rather  than  yield 
to  the  demands  of  justice  and  mercy  to  the  strangers.  The 
Committee  took  the  best  methods  in  their  })()wer  to  give  these 
benighted  heathen  such  instniction  as  they  were  capable  of 
receiving;  and  the  most  thorough  preparations  were  made 
for  the  hnal  trial,  which  took  place  at  Washington,  at  the 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  January  1S41.  By  the  bless- 
ing of  Heaven  upon  the  efforts  of  the  counsel,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  the  venerable  John  Quincy  Adams,  aided  by  the  light 
thrown  upon  the  ]-)ublic  mind,  the  Su])reme  Court  confirmed 
the  decision  of  the  lower  tribuiud,  so  far  as  to  declare  the 
negroes  pei-fcctly  FREE.     "  Thy  prey  hath  escaped  thee  !'* 

In  the  following  autumn,  so  many  as  survived  were  sent, 
by  public  charity,  to  Sierra  lieone,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  within  a  moderate  distance  of  their  own  homes.  Laus 
Deo. 

THE      CREOLE      CASE. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1841,  the  brig  Creole,  of  Rich- 
mond, a  regular  slaver  in  the  American  slave  trade,  sailed 
from  Hampton  Roads  for  New-Orleans,  *'  with  a  cargo  of 
slaves  and  tobacco,"  the  slaves  about  135  in  number.  On 
Sunday  evening,  Nov.  7,  the  captain  hove  to,  expecting  to 
make  Abaco  reef  next  morning.  About  9  o'clock  V .  M.,  a 
rising  took  place  of  a  part  of  the  slaves,  who  soon  obtained 
complete  possession  of  the  vessel,  having  in  the  struggle 
wounded  the  captain  and  killed  a  man  named  Ilewell.  Thev 
retained  the  possession,  and  compelled  a  passenger  named 
Merritt  to  navigate  them  to  Nassau,  where  she  arrived,  in 
possession  of  the  negroes,  cm  the  9th.  The  American  Con- 
sul, John  F.  Bacon,  immediately  went  on  board,  and  placed 
the  passenger  named  Merritt  in  command,  ordering  him  to 
keep  the  American  colors  set.  He  also  applied  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  an  armed  force  to  prevent  any  of  the  **  slaves"  from 
landing  "  until  further  investigations  can  be  made."  In 
compliance  with  this  request,  an  officer  wnth  20  black  troops 
was  sent  on  board  the  vessel,  and  an  official  notification  sent 
to  the  Consul,  1.  That  the  courts  of  the  island  had  no  juris- 
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diction  of  tbe  alleged  offences,  and  2.  That  inasmuch  as  it 
was  charcjed  that  the  crime  of  murder  had  been  committed 
on  tlic  high  seas,  an  examination  would  be  had  and  all  par- 
ties that  should  appear  to  be  implicated  in  the  crime  "  should 
be  detained  here  until  reference  could  be  made  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,"  in  England,  to  decide  whetl>er  they  could 
be  delivered  over  to  the  American  Government.  The  ex- 
amination was  not  concluded  until  Friday,  about  12  o'clock, 
when  tiie  mate  in  command  said  he  had  no  more  witnesses 
to  produce,  and  19  of  the  negroes,  being  all  that  were  iden- 
tified as  having  taken  any  part  in  the  capture  or  control  of 
the  vessel,  were  sent  on  shore  as  prisoners,  the  guard  of 
troops  withdrawn,  and  the  rest  of  the  negroes  told  that  they 
were  no  longer  under  restraint,  but  were  free  to  go  ashore, 
or  wliere  they  pleased.  The  Attorney  General  of  the  island 
Kays  that  the  mate,  Gifford,  informed  Uim  that  "  it  \v<i.s  not 
his  desire  to  detam  (»n  board  o[  his  vessel  one  of  the  persons 
{shipjied  as  slaves)  who  did  not  \vish  to  remain,  and  that  they 
had  his  free  permission  to  quit  here,  if  they  thought  proper 
to  do  so  ;  but  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  the  pei^ons  in 
the  surrctundiniT  boats"  (a  larcje  number  of  which  were  in  the 
Sleigh borhdud,  to  convey  and  welcome  the  strangers  to  the 
isbore)  "  would,  as  soon  as  tlie  military  were  withdrawn,  board 
Jiis  vessel  and  commit  acts  of  robbery  and  other  violence." 
To  this,  Mr.  Attorney  replied,  as  he  says,  that  he  "  had  no 
instructions  to  interfere"  between  him  and  *' the  persons" 
called  slaves,  and  that  as  to  the  people  in  the  boats,  "  pre- 
cautions had  been  taken  against"  violence,  and  "  he  might 
rely  upon  being  protected  by  the  authorities  against  any  vio- 
lations of  the  law."  He  declares  that  the  departure  of  the 
negroes  from  the  Creole  *'  was  their  own  free  and  voluntary 
act,  sanctioned  by  the  express  consent  of  the  mate,  and  that 
neither  myself  nor  anv  other  of  the  authorities  of  the  colony 
then  on  board  interfered  in  the  slightest  manner  to  induce 
them  to  take  that  step."  All  the  colored  persons  immedi- 
ately rushed  into  the  boats  and  went  ashore,  except  four  or 
five  of  the  women.  On  the  18th,  a  vessel  sailed  for  Jamaica, 
with  50  passen£rers,  the  greater  part  being  of  those  who 
landed  from  the  Creole,  and  on  the  19th,  the  Creole  sailed 
for  New-Orleans,  where  she  arrived  Dec.  2d. 

The  American  Consul  protested  to  the  Governor  against 
the  proceedings  by  which  the  negroes  had  been  allowed  to 
go  ashore.     The  ground  of  his  complaint  is  thus  stated  : 

"  These  slaves,  as  I  view  the  case,  while  they  were  under 
the  American  flag,  and  regularly  cleared  from  one  slavehold-^ 
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inc:^  State  to  another,  %vitliin  the  l^nilcfl  States,  were  as  much 
a  portion  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  hnrr,  as  the  tobacco  and 
other  articles  on  board ;  and  whether  on  the  high  seas,  or 
in  an  KvsrUsh  rv>r^  docs  not  change  tlieir  character  ;  and  that 
her  Majesty's  ( .  "t  had  not  the  right  to  interfere  with 

or  control  the  n  American  vessel,  so  circumstan- 

ced, in  such  a  Colli  jc  a:>  iiught  be  niTvinMirii  ajnl  proper  to 
secure  such  propertjf  from  beinc^  lost  to  the  o\vnci*s." 

This  is  the  Amoricpn  claim,  then,  that  the  condition  of 
slavery,  which  was  fixed  upon  these  ]iers«>ns  in  Airt^inia  re- 
mained so  attached  to  them  in  a  British  ])ort,  that  their  mas- 
ter or  owner  had  a  right  to  demand  the  aid  of  British  author- 
ities to  re-establish  his  authonty,  and  then  a  rii;ht  to  use,  in 
finch  British  iiort,  any  means,  of  force  or  fraud,  necessary  to> 
**  secure  such  proj)crty"  from  the  j)eculiar  perils  of  these 
waters.  • 

That  both  force  and  fraud  were  ])la!med  by  the  Americans, 
and  prevented  by  the  British  authorities,  is  jdain  from  the 
documents.  Caj)t.  W.  Woodside,  of  J5nmswick,  Maine, 
master  of  the  bark  fjouisa,  then  at  Nassau,  deposes  that  on 
the  13th,  at  the  time  the  Creole  was  surrounded  by  hoats 
with  colored  persons,  none  of  whom  were  allowed  to  como 
on  board  until  the  19  prisoners  were  secured,  "  that  at  about 
12  o'clock  a  boat  with  live  white  men  came  alont^  side,  and 
were  ordered  ofl',  thoui^h  this  deponent  informcMl  the  oilicers 
that  they  had  been  sent  by  the  American  Consul  to  sitpph/ 
the  place  o^  those  on  shore."  The  Consul,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Webster,  says,  "  I  was  informed  by  respectable  persons 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  liberate  the  slaves  by 
force."  The  mate  also  informed  him  that  "the  crew  were 
greatly  intimidated,"  and  in  consecjuence  of  this,  **  a  mate 
and  four  American  seamen  volunteered  to  go  on  board,  and 
proceeded  to  the  brig  at  my  request."  This  was  the  aspect 
of  the  transaction  officially  presented  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, and  used  by  it  as  the  basis  of  an  application  to  the 
British  Government  for  redress  and  indemnity.  ]>ut  it  so 
happened  that  the  cargo  of  slaves  was  insured,  and  in  the 
policy  there  was  a  guaranty  by  the  insured  against  mutiny 
of  the  slaves.  For  the  purpose  therefore,  of  exonerating 
the  vessel,  and  of  charging  the  insurers,  as  well  as  to  secure 
the  freight  on  the  lost  cargo,  another  pretext  was  made,  at 
New-Orleans,  bv  Gifford  as  actincf  master,  and  the  crew  and 
passengers,  which  tells  the  whole  story  about  the  "  five  white 
men,"  sent  by  the  American  Consul,  "  to  su])ply  the  place 
of  those  on  shore,"  and  shows  the  nature  of  the  "  interfere 
enco"  which  was  afterwards  the  ground  of  complaint. 
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[See  Senate  Documents,  27th  Congress,  2(1  Session,  No. 
51,  pp.  44,  4o.] 

J^y  reference  to  the  ahove  document  it  ^vill  be  seen  that 
it  was  tlio  nf)t  making  a  c]istincti(m  between  tlie  boats  that 
hovered  around  the  Creole  at  the  moment  of  closincr  the 
examination  —  the  not  keeping  off  the  blacks  and  lettin«T  on 
the  whites,  the  refusal  to  countenance  and  aid  this  CON- 
SPIRACY, which  constitutes  the  head  and  front  of  the  "in- 
terference" bv  the  British  authorities.  After  the  nejnoes 
were  landed,  the  Attorney  General  sent  to  the  brig  for  the 
hrmiroiso  of  the  "passencjers,"  whicli  was  iinally  taken  by  an 
officer  of  the  customs,  the  nuite  protesting  that  both  the  ne- 
groes and  their  clothing  were  the  property  of  their  nuisters. 
The  cajitain  then  wished  to  sell  some  of  his  provisions,  and 
was  told  that  he  might,  if  he  would  enter  his  vessel  at  the 
Custom-House,  and  enter  the  negroes  as  passengers,  which 
he  declined  ! 

The  news  reached  Washington  on  the  1 '>th  December,  and 
produced  the  greatest  excitement  in  Congress.  On  the  22d 
the  case  was  brouij^ht  forward  in  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Bariow, 
in  coimecticm  with  a  inernorial  of  the  owners  of  the  Henne- 
za,  a  slaver  tliat  was  shipwiecked  the  year  before,  and  the 
slaves  carried  it)  Nassau  and  jdlowcd  to  eniov  their  liberty. 
It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Harrow,  C'alhoun,  Kincr,  Preston 
and  Riv(\s,  all  slavelujlders,  not  one  northern  Senator  saying 
a  word  !  Mr.  King  said,  "  If  such  outrages  continue,  noth- 
ing could  prevent  a  collision  ;  and  unless  the  British  Gov- 
ernment should,  retrace  her  steps,  war  must  inevitably  ensue." 
Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  citiz.ens  would  "  know  what  protec- 
tion this  Government  could  extend  to  their  ])ro])erty,  and  if 
we  cannot  obtain  justice,  every  man  with  an  American  heart 
will  be  ready  to  raise  his  hand  against  o])pression."  Mr. 
Preston  **  did  not  consider  it  a  case  of  war."  He  said,  "the 
British  Government  had  fallen  into  new  hands,  and  there 
was  some  reason  to  bi^lieve  that  the  new  Ministry  would  re- 
verse the  former  decision  respecting  the  seizure  of  slaves." 
Mr.  Bnrrow  said,  "  the  ]ieople  of  the  South  would  not  sub- 
mit to  British  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  making 
a  distinction  between  slaves  and  goods;"  and  that  "  if  these 
contemptible  J^ritish  subjects  at  Nassau  are  permitted  to  go 
on  in  this  way,  seizing  by  force  of  anus  and  liberating  slaves 
belonging  to  American  citizens,  the  South  would  be  com- 
pelled to  fit  out  an  armament  and  destroy  those  towns."  Mr. 
Rives  **  was  opposed  to  this  premature  discussion."  The 
voice  of  the  Senate  had  been  given  by  "  the  unanimous  vote 
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on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  caae  of  the  Enterprise.'* 
These  gentlemen  did  not  advert  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
liritish  poHcy  that  creates  the  ditlicuhy,  hut  the  JJritihh  hiw, 
and  that  iar  England  to  retnice  her  steps  in  this  matter,  she 
must  Hrnt  destroy  her  Constitution.  And  yet  it  goes  out  un- 
contradicted, that  unless  she  emaaculuV-'  ll»e  habeas  corpus, 
we  will  Nvatre  war  ai^'ainst  her. 

(Jn  the  lUih  ot"  January,  the  subject  was  brouixht  np  again, 
by  Mr.  ('alhoun,  who  oHered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
President  for  iulormation  respeclinij  the  Creole,  "  the  mur- 
dering of  a  passeiitrer,  the  wounding  of  the  captain  and 
mate  by  the  slaves  on  Ixjard,  and  tlie  occurrences  al'lerwards," 
^:<^,  witjj  his  oj)iiiion  as  to  what  out!;ht  to  be  done  to  ''redresa 
the  wrong  done  to  the  American  Hag."  No  niulhern  Sena- 
tor luid  a  sutrijesiion  to  make. 

The  next  dav,  when  the  resolution  came  up  rejrulurlv  for 
consitjcration,  tlio  Senate  was  thri»wn  inlt)  a  paroxysm,  by  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  of  Michigan,  to  bubstituie  the  word 
**  j)ersoiis"  for  "slaves"  us  mon^  conformable  to  the  (Consti- 
tution. Caliionn,  in  a  tf»ne  i»f  imperiousness,  demanded  the 
object  of  the  motion.  It  could  be  with  no  other  <jbject  lh;ui 
to  deny  the  rights  of  the  South  in  repaid  to  their  slaves,  and 
he  .'•IkjuUI  like  to  know  if  there  was  more  thtm  one  man  on 
that  floor  who  held  such  views.  Archer,  and  Berrien,  and 
Kinir,  and  Preston  f(dlowed,  in  the  same  strain.  Preston 
denied  that  slaves  were  persons,  in  any  sense;  they  were 
^iroperty,  and  to  be  treated  as  pro])erly,  and  he  rej^retted 
that  the  fathers  of  the  Constitution  had  been  so  fastidious  in 
avoiding  the  term  slaves.  Porter  remained  firm,  tnid  mar- 
velled at  the  suddiMi  <liscovery  that  the  IdRipuage  (»f  the  Con- 
stitution was  a  Hrebrand  ;  but  hn:illy,  se»ini(  himself  mi]>- 
pf>rt('d  by  not  a  sinijlc  northern  Senntor,  he  uidbitunately 
yielfled  to  the  entivaties  (»f  his  venerable  colleague,  Gover- 
nor W'oodbridge,  and  withdrew  liis  mnTif)ii.  So,  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  unanimously. 

1  he  President  replied,  Jan.  20,  communicating  the  docu- 
ments received,  and  saying  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
to  prepare  a  despatch  to  our  Minister  at  London  *•  without 
delay."  Some  remarks  were  aijain  made  by  the  slavehold- 
ers, no  northern  Senator  saying  a  word.  On  the  Psth  of 
Feb.,  the  subject  was  atrain  introduced,  by  the  slaveholders, 
in  connection  with  the  claims  on  Mexico,  no  northern  Sena- 
tor offering  a  wonl.     On    the of  Feb.,  Mr.  Walker,  of 

Missii>sippi,  moved  another  resolution  of  incjuiry,  which  was 
adopted  no  northern  Senator  saying  a  word.     The  President, 
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in  reply,  communicated  Mr.  Webster's  letter  of  instnictions 
lo  Mr.  Hverett,  our  Minister  at  London,  concerning  this 
rase.  This  letter  was  read,  and  called  forth  the  most  ecsta- 
tic eulogiiTms  from  the  sluveholding  Senators,  no  northern 
Senator  saying  a  word  ! 

Mr.  Webster's  letter  next  requires  to  be  considered.  It 
bears  date  Jan.  20,  lSl:i,Qnd  after  a  brief  recital  of  the  facts, 
unvs,  "  The  British  Government  cannot  but  see  that  this 
case,  as  presented  in  these  j)aj)ers,  is  one  calling  loudly  for 
redress."  He  says,  the  slaves  are  "recognized  as  jnoperty 
by  the  Corjstitution  of  the  Tnited  States  in  those  States  in 
wiiich  slavery  exists."  It  wouhl  be  diiruult  for  Mr.  Web- 
ffter  to  substantiate  this  a.ssertion.  lie  says  it  was  "the 
pliiiii  and  i^bvious  duty  of  the  authorities  at  Nassau"  to  assist 
the  C(»nsul  "in  putiin</  an  end  to  the  captivity  of  the  master 
and  crew,"  [a  full  admissi<»n  that  they  were  brought  to  Nas- 
sau in  "captivity"  to  their  masters,  the  negroes,]  which  they 
did — *'  resto?ing  to  them  the  control  of  the  vessel,"  whicli 
tlicy  did — "  and  enablinij  them  lo  resun)e  tluir  voyaije," — 
which  thev  did — "  and  lo  take  the  nnitineers  and  murchMers 

ft 

to  their  own  country,  to  answer  for  tlu-ir  crimes  K-fore  tlie 
proj>er  lril»unal."  This  last  they  diil  not  do,  and  our  own 
(iovenmirnt  ha<l  just  set  an  e\am]ilr  in  the  cac^e  ot' the  Amis- 
tad  '•  mutineei-s  and  murderers."  \\  here,  then,  is  the  com- 
plaint \  However,  Mr.  Webster  says,  "if  the  fads  tuni  out 
as  slated,"  in  the  papers  sent,  "  this  Ciovernment  thinks  it  a 
clear  case  f«>r  indenniificalion,"  on  the  ground  that  thc^  au- 
thorities "did  actually  interfere  to  set  free  the  slaves,  and  to 
enable  them  to  disperse  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  owiums."  W'v  have  seen  exactly  what  this  interfer- 
ence was.  Hut  Mr.  Webster  asks,  '  W  hat  richt  hnd  the 
British  authorities  to  inquire  into  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  or 
the  condition  of  the  persons  on  board  \  These  persons 
mi'djt  be  slaves  for  life :  thev  micrht  be  slaves  for  a  term  r)f 
years,  under  a  system  of  apj)renticeship  ;  they  miaht  be 
bound  to  service  by  rhcir  own  voluntary  act;  they  niiu^ht  l)e 
in  confinement  for  crimes  committed;  they  miirht  be  ]>rison- 
ers  of  war;  or  they  miizht  be  free.  How  could  the  Jhilish 
authorities  look  into  and  decide  any  of  these  questions  ?  Or, 
indeed,  what  duty  or  power,  according  to  the  j^rinciples  of 
national  intercourse,  had  they  to  inquire  at  all  I"  To  this 
it  mioht  be  replied,  that  they  did  not  attempt  to  inquire,  but 
let  each  one  decide  and  act  for  himself,  refusing  to  allow  one 
part  of  the  persons  on  board  to  exercise  violence  in  depriv- 
ing the  other  class  of  liberty.     Mr.  Webster  further  refers 
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to  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  so  called,  in  the  Senate  in  IS  10, 
as   •'  resuhition  umau.shj  ailoptcd  by  that  hotJy,"  and  re- 

quires Mr.  Kv«  i.  u,  in  all  his  '*  ci)niniunicalions  witli  Her 
Majesty's  Ciovornment,"  to  "seek  to  impress  it  Tvith  a  lull 
c<»nvicli()n  oiWxa  thi/ii^trous  imjnjrtaficc  In  tJ{C  peace  of  the  two 
countries,  ofoccuneoces  oi  this  kind,  and  iho  dc/tt  ale  nature 
of  the  (jue.stions  to  which  they  t^ive  rise."  In  i.ther  words, 
lie  wa.s  to  hint  si'^rnihcantly  towards  u  threat  of  war,  on  ac- 
count ot'  these  slaves. 

There  is  an  important  authority  atjainst  this  claim,  that 
has  not  been  noticed  in  the  whole  of  this  controvei^y.  It  is 
an  otiicial  opinion  j»iven  Dec.  G,  1831,  on  retjuisition  of  tho 
Secretary  of  State,  by  Mr.  Taney,  then  Attorney  General, 
but  now  Chief  Justice  of  the  L'n'ited  States.  It  orii^iiuited 
in  an  application  of  a  Mr.  Brooks,  "to  ascertain  whether  the 
ri^dit  of  jmjperty  in  a  slave,  emi»loyc(l  a.'*  a  seaman,  (.n  board 
oi  a  Hritish  merchantman,  would  Ik;  protected  by  tho  (Jov- 
ernment  of  the  Tiiited  Stales."     Mr.  Taney  says, 

"  The  laws  of  the  several  States,  uiaile  in  the  exercise  of 
their  constitutional  powers,  are  un«|uestit»nably  a  part  of  tho 
laws  of  this  country,  to  the  extent  of  the  teriiti»ry  on  which 
they  operate.  If,  t'herefore,  l)y  *the  laws  of  any  of  the  States, 
a  slave  becomes  free  a^  soon*  as  he  is  brought  within  tho 
hmits  of  the  State  ;  and  a  slave  beUinirintr  to  a  Briti.sh  sub- 
ject, and  employed  as  a  seaman  on  board  a  British  merchant 
vessel,  i.1  /'ou/tJ  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  is  there 
ta/ccn  /ft/  ///f  Slate  authonlics  fnim  the  j)oss(\ssion  of  his  own- 
er, and  declared  to  be  free,  the  GtMieral  Govenmient  is  un- 
der no  obli'^ation  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  ma.ster,  and  he 
has  no  rii^ht  to  call  on  the  United  States  to  support  him  in 
his  claim  ot  property.  It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  jiow  to 
inquire  whether  the  United  States  could  by  treaty,  control 
the  several  States  in  the  exercise  of  this  power.  I  think 
theycojild  not.  But  the  decision  of  that  (juesiion  is  not  ma-^ 
terial  in  the  present  state  of  thinr^s ;  for  there  is  no  conflict 
between  the  stipulations  in  the  treaty  and  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  which  forbid  the  introduction  of  slaves  within 
their  limits,  and  declare  that  persons  of  that  description, 
when  introduced,  shall  be  free." 

But  Mr.  Webster  concedes  away  his  wliolc  case,  when  he 
savs, 

"//^  indeed,  without  unfriendly  interference,  and  notwith- 
standiniT  the  fulfilment  of  all  their  duties  of  comity  and  as- 
sistance by  these  authories,  the  master  of  the  vessel  could  not 
retain  the  persons,  nor  incvait  their  escape ,  then,  it  would  he  a 
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different  question  nltoirether,  tchtfher  remrt  could  he  had  to 
jiriti.sk  tribun(ds,  or  the  ]K)\ver  of  the  Governnu-Dt  in  any  of 
its  branches  to  compel   tlieir  api^rehcnsion  and  restoration." 

It  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  lussistance  of  tlie  initii-li  au- 
thorities that  disabled  the  (Owners  from  prevcMitinijf  the  escape 
of  the  negroes.  An  al)le  article  was  publi.-hed  in  the  Vir- 
ginia ])apt'rs,  wnttcn  by  Conway  Robinson,  Ks(j,,  an  emi- 
nent lawv<-r  of  that  State,  provin«j^  from  the  decisions  of 
British  Courts,  and  particularly  from  the  ji^reat  case  of  Forbes 
vs.  Cochrane,  wheic  Jud«;c  llelroyd  laid  down  the  law  thus 

"  The  law  of  slavery  is  tl  law  in  inritum  [aijainst   the  ^vilI 

of  the  subject,]  and  when  a  party  gets  out  of  the  territory 
where  it  prevails,  and  out  of  the  power  of  bis  master,  and 
gets  under  the  ])roteclion  of  another  power,  ttit/iout  any 
wrongful  art  done  hy  the  party  ifiviuL'  that  protectiim,  the  ritrht 
of  the  master,  which  is  founded  on  the  municipal  law  of  the 
particular  place  oidy,  does  not  continue." 

(Jf  the  multitude  of  able  and  eloquent  comments  f»f  news- 
papers on  Mr.  Webster's  letter,  space  is  afforded  only  to  a 
singh?  extract  from  the  l^ondon  Times: 

•'  We  do  not  doubt  that  he  feels  the  ditliculty  of  liis  task  — 
we  believi;  he  is  alive  to  the  audacity  of  requiring  that  Eng- 
lish ma<;istrates  shoidd  administer  American  law  (tn  I'^nglish 
territory.  His  tone  is  not  that  of  a  man  who  thinks  himself 
in  the  iiudit.  ]5ut  he  finds  it  necessary  to  avoid  drawing 
down  cm  his  own  head  and  that  of  the  American  Executive 
all  ihnt  raving  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  friends  which  at  pre- 
sent finds  a  more  itmocuoius  vent  in  the  direction  of  Great 
Britain.  And  with  this  view  he  has  had  to  write  a  letter 
which  shall  have;  about  it  enough  display  of  argument,  and 
menace,  to  satisfy  these  warmer  s]>irits,  without  absolutely 
closing  the  dotir  against  reconciliation,  f»r  ]>alj)ably  making  a 
fool  of  himself  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  Miiiistor.  If  these 
are  his  objects,  his  letter  desei-ves  much  credit  for  the  ingen- 
uity with  which  he  has  accomplished  them.  In  the  first  he 
seems  to  have  been  completely  successful.  *'  Mr.  Walker 
expressed  his  gratitude  at  the  tone  and  principle  of  the  in- 
structions. Mr.  Calhoun  had  heard  the  documents  read  with 
great  pleasure.  The  argument  occupied  the  whole  ground, 
and  coming  from  the  source  it  did,  it  would  put,  he  hoped, 
tin  end  to  this  dangerous  and  un})leasant  controversy." — 
Judn-in"-  from  the  co2:ency  of  Mr.  W\»bster's  arguments,  as 
they  appear  to  us,  we  can  only  com]Mchend  this  excess  of 
satisfaction  in  those  in  whose  behalf  tliey  are  adduced,  upon 
the  supposition   that  Messrs.   Calhoun   and   Co.  are   sharp 
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enougli  to  see  how  the  real  merits  of  the  matter  stainci,  and 
are  actually  surprised  to  find  how  much  can  be  said  for  them; 
like  the  winner  in  a  famous  law  suit,  from  whom  the  speech 
of  his  own  aole  counsel  is  said  to  have  elicited  the  incautious 
ejaculation,  that  '  he  had  never  known  he  was  such  an  hon- 
est man  before.'     Of  this  we  wish  Mr.  Webster  joy." 

The  facility  with  which  Mr.  Webster  speaks  of  Madison 
AVashington,  and  his  associates  as  "  mutineers  and  murder- 
ers," might  well  feel  rebuked  by  the  remarks  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  alias  Robbins, 
an  impressed  seaman,  who  was  demanded  of  our  Crovern- 
ment,  while  Jay's  treaty  was  in  force,  on  a  charge  of  mur- 
der. "  The  act,"  he  said,  "  of  impressing  an  American,  is  an 
act  of  lawless  violence.  The  confinement  on  board  a  vessel 
is  a  continuance  of  that  violence,  and  an  additional  outrage. 
Death  committed  within  the  United  States,  in  resisting  such 
violence,  would  not  have  been  murder,  and  the  person  giving 
the  wound  could  not  have  been  treated  as  a  murderer. — 
Thomas  Nash  was  only  to  have  been  delivered  up  to  justice 
on  such  evidence  as  '  had  the  fact  been  committed  In  the  Vnitcd 
States,  would  have  been  suiHcient  to  have  induced  his  com- 
mitment and  trial  for  murder.'  " 

Mr.  Webster's  affirmation  that  slaves  are  treated  as  pro- 
perty,, by  the  Federal  Government,  in  the  States,  guarded 
and  almost  deceptive  as  it  is,  is  yet  palpably  contradicted  by 
the  uniform  decisions  of  Congress  with  regard  to  all  claims 
of  payment  for  slaves  who  have  been  impressed  or  otherwise 
brought  into  the  public  service,  and  killed  or  lost.  The  case 
of  Mariguy  D.  Auterive,  which  was  before  Congress  almost 
ten  years,  and  finally  quashed  in  182S,  is  well  known  to  Mr. 
Webster,  and  is  conclusive  on  this  head. 

The  case  of  the  Creole  was  bi'ous^ht  into  the  newtiation 
between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ashburton,  which  resulted 
in  the  treaty  of  Washington.  There  is  no  record  of  these 
negotiations  known  to  the  worl<l,  except  some  letters,  which 
appear  to  have  been  written  after  the  whole  business  was 
settled,  and  written  on  a  mutual  understanding  that  they 
were  written  for  the  "  outside  people."  Mr.  Webster's  let- 
ter on  the  Creole  bears  date  Aug.  1,  1842.  It  is  long  and 
ingenious,  but  the  point  which  he  elaborates  with  the  great- 
est care,  is,  "  that  by  the  comity  of  the  lav/  of  nations,  and 
the  practice  of  modern  times,  merchant  vessels  entering  open 
ports  of  other  nations  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  are  presumed 
to  be  allowed  to  bring  with  them,  and  to  retain  for  their  pro- 
tection and  government,  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  their 
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own  country."^     Hence  he  infers  that  persons  ori  t)oar(l  an, 
American  ship,  being  slaves  while  on  the  high  seas,  are  also 
slaves  in  a  British  port,  ahhough  they  would  be  free,  as  he 
admits,  if  they  were  to  touch  the  land.     While  elaborately 
constructino;  this   argument,  he  admits  what  seems  to  us  to 
deprive  it  of  all  value  to  him,  namely,  that  a  State,  may  de- 
declare  such  of  its  laws  as  it  pleases  to  extend  over  its  own 
waters.     Now  we  take  it  to  be  distinctly  the  law  of  England 
that  slavery  can  exist  no  more  in  its  waters  than  on  its  solid 
land  •  and  we  think  an  attempt  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  two  is  utterly  unwarranted  and  futile.     According  to  Mr. 
Webster's  argument,   an  American  vessel  might  retain  her 
slaves  at  London  Bridge.   What  Englishman,  knowing  slaves 
to  be  in  her,  would  nut  immediately  apply  for  a  writ  of  Ha~ 
bca.^  Corpus,  and  triumphantly  effect  their  liberation  ] 

The  most  surprising  part  of  the  \\hole  is  its  effect  upon 
the  British  Ambassador,  as  disclosed  by  the  tone  in  which 
Lord  Ashburton  replies  to  it.  He  entirely  evades  the  argu- 
ment, with  an  appearance  of  timidity  for  which  we  are  sure 
there  could  have  been  no  grounds  ;  while  the  absence  of  any 
adequate  enunciation  of  British  law,  or  declaration  of  British 
feeling,  in  reference  to  freedom,  gives  a  suspicious  andun- 
satisfa^ctory  aspect  to  the  following  passage  : 

"  In  the  niniiiitim(\  I  can  engage  that  instructvons  shall  be  gjvcn  to  the 
GovLMiiors  of  IJei-  Mnjos^ty's  colonios  on  the  soulhoni  borders  of  the  United 
States  to  execute  their  o\vn  laws  with  careful  attention  to  the  wish  of  their 
Government  to  maintain  good  neighborhood,  and' that  there  shall  be  no  offi- 
cious interii^rence  with  American  vessels  driven  by  accident  or  by  violence 
into  those  ports.  The  laws  and  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed  ;  and 
these  seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  inquisition  into  tho 
state  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of  vessels  ao  situated,  tbun  may  be  indis- 
pensable to.  enforce  tte  observai.ce  of  the  municipal  law  of  the  colony,  and 
the  proper  regulation  of  its  harbors  and  waters." 

This  concession  or  pledge,  excited"  the  greatest  dissatis- 
faction in  Eno-land,  was  discussed  with  much  earnestness  and 
severity  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  for  a  long  time 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  legislation  necessary  for  carrying  out 

the  treaty. 

In  the  American  Senate,  the  debates  on  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  show  that  this  concession  was  deemed  of  great  im- 
portance. The  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  their  exultation  : 

"In  the  first  place,  the  broad  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  on  which  be 
placed  our  right  in  his  resolutions,  have  been  clearly  stated  and  conclusively 
vindicated  in  the  very  able  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  has  stix^ngth- 
ened  our  cause  not  a  little,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic  merit  as  the  quarter  from 
which  it  comes,.  In  the  next  place,  we  have  an  explicit  recognition  of  the 
principles  for  which  we  contend,  in  the  answer  of  Lord  Ashburton,  who  ex- 
pressly says,  that  "  on  the  great  general  principles  aflecting  this  case"  (ibe 
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Crecje)  "  they  do  not  diner;"  and  that  is  followed  by  "  an  engagement  that 
instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  Governors,"  ^c,  as  above. 

"  This  pledge  wn.s  acct-pted  by  our  Executive,  accompanied  by  the  express 
declaration  of  the  Pre-sident,  through  the  Secietary  of  State.  To  all  this  it 
muy  be  added,  that  strong  a^jsurarices  are  given  by  the  British  nego'.iatol-,  of 
his  belief  that  a  final  arrangement  may  be  made  of  the  subject  by  positive 
stipulations  in  London.  Such  is  the  state  in  which  the  negotiation  has  left 
the  subject. 

"  Here  again  he  would  repeat,  tiiat  such  stipulations  in  tlie  treaty  itself 
would  have  been  preferable.  But  who  can  deny,  when  he  compares  the  statu 
of  the  facts,  as  they  stood  before  iind  since  the  close  of  this  negotiation,  that 
we  have  gained — largely  gained — in  reference  to  this  important  subject  7 
Ih  there  no  diH'erence,  he  would  ask,  between  &  stern  and  peremptory  denial 
of  our  right,  on  the  broad  and  the  insulting  ground  assumed  by  Lord  Palin- 
crston,  and  its  explicit  recognition  by  Lord  Ashbuiton  .' — none  in  the  pledge 
ihiit  instructions  should  be  given  to  guard  aj;aiii-»l  the  recurrence  of  such  cases, 
and  a  positive  denial  that  we  had  suflered  no  wrong  or  insult,  nor  had  any 
right  to  complain? — none  between  a  final  closing  of  all  negotiation,  and 
u  strong  assurance  of  a  final  adjustment  of  the  subject  by  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement by  treaty  ?  And  would  it  be  wise  or  prudent  on  our  part  to 
reject  what  has  been  gained,  because  all  has  not  been?  As  to  himself 
he  must  suy,  that  at  tlie  time  he  moved  his  resoluliims,  he  little  hoped, 
in  the  short  space  of  two  years,  to  obuiin  what  has  already  been  gained; 
and  that  he  regarded  the  prospect  of  a  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment,  at 
no  distynt  day,  of  this  subject,  so  vital  ir)  its  principles  tn  his  con^tituents  and 
the  whole  South,  as  far  more  probable  than  he  then  did  this  explicit  recogni- 
tion of  the  principles  fi»r  whicli  he  cor)t«'nded.  In  the  mean  time  he  felt  as- 
sured the  engagement  given  by  the  British  negotiator  would  be  fulfilled  in 
good  faith;  and  that  the  huzard  of  collision  between  the  countries,  and  the 
disturbance  of  their  peace  and  friendship,  has  passed  away,  as  fi»r  as  it  de- 
pends on  this  dangerous  subject.  But  if  in  this  he  should  unfortunately  bo 
mistaken,  we  should  stanti  on  much  more  solid  ground  in  defence  of  our  rights, 
in  conserpience  of  wiiat  has  been  gained  ;  as  there  would  then  be  superadded 
broken  faith  to  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations." 

The  sincerity  of  this  exultation  on  the  part  of  tlie  slave- 
holders may.  be  seen  in  the  vote  on  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  Notwithstanding  the  determination  declared  by  the 
press  and  by  Senarors,  not  to  allow  the  boundary  question  to 
be  settled  without  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future,  in  cases  like  that  of  the  Creole,  the  treaty  was 
ratified,  as  appears  by  the  record.  On  the  question  to  agi'ee 
thereto,  It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  :  Yeas  39,  nays  9. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  — 

Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Choatc,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton, 
Evans,  Fulton,  Graharn,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ken-, 
King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moiehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sprague, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  A^'alker,  White,  AVoodbridge,  Wood- 
bury, Wsi^liL  Youn^. 

Those!J^liyvot«dC^  i&e  negative  are  — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Conrad,  Linu, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  A\'illiams. 
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